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In late 2012, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) prepared the first of two 
preliminary versions of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) that will 
disclose impacts of the project. In January 2013, the BLM distributed the first 
preliminary Draft EIS to the project Agency Interdisciplinary (ID) Team for a critical 
review. In early February, the Agency ID Team, which includes various offices of 
the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and other federal and state agencies as 
well as interested counties crossed by the project alternative routes, met in 
Rawlins, Wyoming; Craig, Colorado; and Price, Utah. The purpose of the 
meetings was to discuss the content of the document, agency comments, and 
issues. Written comments on the document were submitted by the agencies in 
mid-February 2013. 
 
Comments received were compiled and reviewed and are being addressed in a 
second preliminary Draft EIS. This second preliminary Draft EIS will be distributed 
to the Agency ID Team in early August 2013 for another review to ensure the 
agencies’ comments have been addressed. Following the second 30-day period 
for review and comment by the Agency ID Team, the Draft EIS will be prepared 
and released to the public for a 90-day review period in fall 2013. During that 90-
day period, public open-house meetings will be held throughout the project area 
to answer questions and, most importantly, hear from the public about the 
adequacy of the Draft EIS. The open-house meetings, anticipated at the end of 
this year, will be announced on this website, in a newsletter mailed to all parties 
on the project mailing list, and in local and regional newspapers. 
 
In addition to the preparation of the EIS, the BLM (in coordination with several 
other federal and state agencies) is leading efforts in compliance with Section 7 of 
the Endangered Species Act and Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act including Government-to-Government tribal consultation. 
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