
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Energgy Gatewway Souuth Transsmissioon Projecct 
Projecct Updatte 

Draft EISS: The Bureau of Land Maanagement ( BLM) releaseed the Draft 
Environmmental Impactt Statement ((EIS) and La nd Use Plan  Amendmentts (LUPAs) oon 
February 21, 2014, w hich were avvailable for reeview for 90 ddays; endingg May 22, 
2014. 

In Decemmber 2013, thhe BLM sent a postcard too all parties oon the projecct mailing list 
announci ng availabilitty of the Drafft EIS and LUUPAs for pubblic review in February 
2014 andd asking peopple, interesteed in receivingg a copy of the documen t, to respondd 
to the BLM. DVD copiies of the doccument weree sent to interrested partie es and paper 
copies weere sent to BBLM and U.S.. Forest Servvice (USFS) ooffices in thee project areaa 
(Newslettter 4 on this wwebsite provvides a list of the locationss). 

The availability of the Draft EIS annd LUPAs and the dates aand locationss of open-
house meeetings were  announced in local and regional newwspapers andd on this 
website inn a calendar and Newslettter 4, which was mailed to all parties on the 
project mmailing list. 

In March and April 2014, the BLM conducted aa series of 122 open housees in various 
locations in the projecct area: Rawl ins and Bagggs in Wyominng; Craig, Raangely, and 
Grand Juunction in Collorado; and VVernal, Fort DDuchesne, RRoosevelt, Prrice, Green 
River, Moount Pleasannt, and Nephi  in Utah. A tootal of 279 peeople attendeed the open 
houses; 772 in Wyominng, 31 in Coloorado, and 1 76 in Utah. DDuring the oppen houses, 
25 peoplee submitted ccomments onn the Draft EIS and LUPAAs. Other commments weree 
submittedd to the BLM via letters annd emails. 

The BLM received a ttotal of 603 comment subbmittals (that is, letters, emmails, 
commentt forms), of wwhich 427 subbmittals weree a form letteer or postcardd and 176 
unique coomment submmittals as folllows: 5 from federal agenncies, 6 from state 
agencies, 11 from couunties, 2 fromm municipalit ies, 10 from corporationss, 9 from 
specials-iinterest groups, and 133 from individuuals. In all, thhere are a tottal of about 
995 commments that B LM is reviewwing. 

Colocatinng Transmisssion Line AAlignments: In January 22014, the BL M and USFSS 
met with the Applicants of the Eneergy Gatewayy South Trannsmission Prooject (Rocky 
Mountainn Power) and TransWest Express Trannsmission Prroject (TranssWest Expresss 
LLC) to ddiscuss coloccation of the ttransmission line alignmeents. Since thhe two 
projects aare studying the same or similar studyy corridors annd, at presennt, the path oof 
the agenccy-preferred alternative rooute for the ttwo projects iis the same, the BLM andd 
USFS reqquested the ttwo companies to work toogether to ideentify transmmission line 
alignments, within thee study corriddor of the ageency-preferreed alternativee route, that 
parallel approximatelyy 250 feet froom any existi ng linear facilities and appproximately 
300 feet ffrom one anoother. The twwo companiess completed the colocateed alignmentss 
in late Sppring 2014. The adjusted alignment aloong the pathh of the agenccy-preferred 
alternativve route will bbe analyzed aand the resu lts documentted in the Finnal EIS. 

Final EISS: Once the ccomment perriod ended onn May 22, 20014, all commments 
received are being revviewed and aanalyzed to ddetermine whhether the aliignments of 
the alternnative routes require adjusstment and wwhether inforrmation, dataa, and/or 
analyses need to be uupdated for thhe Final EIS.. Responsess to the commmen1ts will bee 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

prepared for inclusion in the Final EIS. Release of the Final EIS to the public is anticipated for late 
winter 2015.  

Resource Task Groups: Task groups of resources leads from participating agencies continue to 
meet regularly to focus on solutions for resource-specific issues. The Cultural Resources Task 
Group (CRTG) continues to draft the Programmatic Agreement to outline the stipulations that will be 
followed for identifying, assessing, and treating cultural resources in accordance with Section 106 of 
the National Historic Preservation Act. The CRTG reviewed the draft Programmatic Agreement with 
participating agencies and interested parties in June 2014. The completed Programmatic Agreement 
will be included as an appendix in the Final EIS. The Biological Resources Task Group continues 
addressing issues of key biological resources that could be affected by the project and developing 
mitigation and conservation strategies to reduce effects of the project. The Visual Resources Task 
Group continues addressing potential effects of the project on views and landscape character as 
well as compliance with visual management objectives designated in agency resource management 
plans. 

Tribal Consultation: In addition to preparing the EIS and efforts in compliance with Section 106 of 
the National Historic Preservation Act and Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, the BLM 
continues efforts to engage American Indian tribes through Government-to-Government 
consultation. The BLM will be meeting with the Ute Tribe of the Uintah and Ouray Reservation in 
early August 2014. 

Searchable Landowner Website: The Applicant has made available a public website for 
landowners to search and determine the relationship of the transmission line alternative routes to 
their properties. This web tool proved useful at the open houses in March and April, and is available 
at: http://gis.paragon-partners.com/FlexMaps/GWS_Website. 
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