
   
 

 
 

         
          

           
        

         
               

          
   

 
 

           
           

          
             

          
          

         
           

 
    

       
         

       
          

       
             

        
          

        
         
          

         
     

          
     

  
 

          
         

        
   

 
         

      
          

      
 

  

 

Energy Gateway South Transmission
 
Project Update
 

Preliminary Agency-preferred Alternative: Based on the results of the environmental 
analyses conducted for the environmental impact statement (EIS) and agency land-use 
management direction, the Authorized Officer of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), in 
coordination with the Agency Interdisciplinary Team and Cooperating Agencies identified a 
preliminary agency-preferred route for the Energy Gateway South transmission line. In mid-
July 2013, the BLM sent a postcard to all parties on the project mailing list announcing the 
preliminary agency-preferred route, and posted the card and a map showing the preliminary 
agency-preferred route on the BLM’s website: 
http://www.blm.gov/wy/st/en/info/NEPA/documents/hdd/gateway_south.html/. 

Draft EIS: The BLM completed the second preliminary Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) and, in early September 2013, distributed it to the Agency Interdisciplinary Team and 
cooperating agencies for review before completing the Draft EIS for public review, currently 
scheduled for February 2014, for a 90-day review period. During that 90-day period, the BLM 
will host public meetings throughout the project area to answer questions and, most 
importantly, hear from the public about the adequacy of the Draft EIS. The meetings, 
anticipated in spring 2014, will be announced on this website, in a newsletter mailed to all 
parties on the project mailing list, and in local and regional newspapers. 

Resource Task Groups: Task groups of resource leads from participating agencies were 
formed early in the NEPA process to focus on sensitive resource-specific issues and continue 
to meet regularly. The Cultural Resources Task Group (CRTG) continues to draft a 
Programmatic Agreement among several agencies and other interested parties to outline the 
stipulations that will be followed concerning the identification, assessment and treatment of 
cultural resources in accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. 
The completed Programmatic Agreement will be included as an appendix in the Final EIS. The 
Biological Resources Task Group (BRTG) continues to address issues of key biological 
resources that could be affected by the project and develop conservation strategies to reduce 
these impacts. The BRTG is addressing issues including but not limited to special-status avian 
species (e.g., Greater Sage-grouse and migratory birds) and threatened or endangered plant 
species (e.g., Uinta Basin hookless cactus, clay reed-mustard, and clay phacelia). The Visual 
Resource Task Group (VRTG) continues to address potential effects of the project on views 
and landscape character as well as compliance with visual management objectives designated 
in agency resource management plans. In addition, the VRTG is leading the analysis of 
National Scenic and Historic Trails, in coordination with the CRTG, and Inventoried Roadless 
and Unroaded/Undeveloped areas. 

Tribal Consultation: In addition to the preparation of the EIS and efforts in compliance with 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and Section 7 of the Endangered 
Species Act, the BLM continues efforts to engage American Indian tribes through 
Government-to-Government tribal consultation. 

Searchable Landowner Website: Recently, the Applicant (PacifiCorp, doing business as 
Rocky Mountain Power) has made available a public website for landowners to search 
and determine the relationship of the transmission line alternative routes to their properties. 
This web tool is available at: http://gis.paragon-partners.com/FlexMaps/GWS_Website. 
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