
Project background
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
Wyoming is preparing an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) on a right-of-way application 
for the Energy Gateway South Transmission 
Project (Project). The Project is a 500-kilovolt 
alternating current transmission line originating 
near Medicine Bow in south-central Wyoming 
and terminating near Mona in central Utah, and 
is proposed by PacifiCorp, doing business as 
Rocky Mountain Power. The transmission line 
will transport power from both renewable and 
thermal energy sources.

Through planning studies analyzing the 
electrical power system, Rocky Mountain Power 
determined its existing system, last upgraded 
about 25 years ago, needs to be upgraded to 
ensure sufficient capacity and reliable power is 
available for its customers. The Project would 
increase capacity and service reliability for its 
customers in the region. When completed, the 
line would transmit up to 1,500 megawatts of 
electricity. 

What is the purpose of preparing 
an EIS?
The EIS will disclose the effects of 
implementing the proposed Project and the 
measures to reduce those effects. Also, if the 
proposed Project does not comply with existing 
agency land-use plans, plans may need to 
be amended. The EIS and potential plan 
amendments will be prepared concurrently. 
Preparing the EIS requires a sequence of 
activities, shown in the diagram at the bottom 
of the next page. For more background 
information on the Project and EIS process, visit 
the BLM project website at www.blm.gov/wy/
st/en/info/NEPA/documents/hdd/gateway_
south.html.
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In addition to leading the preparation of the EIS 
and plan amendments, the BLM will lead the 
following consultations:

•	 Government-to-government tribal 
consultation (letters were sent to 33 tribes 
on April 1, 2011 informing them of the 
project and inviting them to participate).

•	 Section 7 of the Endangered Species 
Act; a Consultation Agreement among 
participating agencies is in place. 

•	 Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act (NHPA); a Programmatic 
Agreement will be prepared to document 
agreement among agencies, tribes, and 
other consulting parties regarding the 
manner in which the BLM will meet its 
responsibilities under the NHPA. Any 
member of the public may self-identify to 
BLM as interested in participating in the 
Section 106 process. The Advisory Council 
on Historic Preservation has created 
guidance to assist the public: Protecting 
Historic Properties: A Citizen’s Guide to 
Section 106, found at www.achp.gov/
work106.html.

When did the process begin?
A Notice of Intent, published in the Federal 
Register on April 1, 2011, announced BLM’s 
intent to prepare an EIS for the Project and 
a 90-day scoping period to solicit comments 
on the Project from agencies and interested 
public. Also, press releases were distributed 
to local and regional news media and the first 
in a series of newsletters was distributed to all 
parties (approximately 16,000) on the Project 
mailing list, including landowners in the 
vicinity of the alternative routes (see 
map).

This is the second in a series of newsletters from the Bureau of Land Management to keep 
you informed about the Energy Gateway South Transmission Project.



During the scoping period in May and early June, 
BLM hosted 12 open houses throughout the 
Project area: Baggs, Rock Springs, and Rawlins in 
Wyoming; Craig, Rangely, and Grand Junction in 
Colorado; and Roosevelt, Fort Duchesne, Nephi, 
Price, Mount Pleasant, and Green River in Utah. 

Displays at the open houses described the BLM’s 
purpose and need as well as the interests and 
objectives of Rocky Mountain Power, Project 
details, BLM and cooperating agencies’ roles, 

the process for preparing the EIS, the EIS 
schedule, and opportunities for the public to be 
involved as the project progresses. The BLM also 
displayed maps showing the Project area and 
the potential resource issues to be addressed in 
the EIS studies and analyses. Representatives 
from the BLM, U.S. Forest Service (USFS) and 
other cooperating agencies, and Rocky Mountain 
Power were present to discuss the Project and 
answer questions.
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•	 Socioeconomics
•	 Health and safety and electronic device 

reception interference
•	 Project description
•	 Public involvement

Which alternative routes are being 
carried forward for analysis in the 
EIS?
BLM is analyzing the majority of the alternative 
routes presented during scoping. Some segments 
were eliminated from further consideration 
in accordance with criteria provided at 40 
CFR (Code of Federal Regulations) 1502.14, 
which allows elimination of an alternative from 
detailed analysis if it is ineffective, technically 
or economically infeasible, inconsistent with 
management objectives for the area, remote or 
speculative, substantially similar in design to an 
alternative that is analyzed in detail, and/or would 
have substantially similar or greater effects than 
an alternative that is analyzed.  

What are the next steps?
The BLM will collect data for each of the 
resources and resource uses potentially affected 
in the Project area. Then, in coordination with 
the cooperating agencies, the BLM will assess 
the impacts the Project may have on each of the 
resources and apply measures to mitigate the 
impacts. The alternative routes will be compared, 
impacts reported and documented, and the 
findings disclosed in the Draft EIS and any plan 
amendments, which will be released for a 90-day 
public review and comment period. Comments 
received will be analyzed and responses will 
be included in a Final EIS and proposed plan 
amendments. A minimum 30-day comment period 
will conclude with the issuance of a Record of 
Decision. The BLM would issue a right-of-way 
grant and the USFS would issue a special-use 
permit if the decision is made to approve the 
Project.

What were the results of scoping?
A total of 231 people attended the 12 open houses. 
Comments were submitted to the BLM in comment 
forms, letters, and emails from diverse interests, 
including federal, state, and local agencies, local 
governments, elected and appointed officials, 
as well as landowners and other citizens. BLM 
received 168 comment submittals resulting in 522 
comments. Although comments are welcome and 
encouraged at any time during EIS preparation, 
BLM requested them to be received or postmarked 
by the end of the 90-day scoping period (June 30). 
Comments received until August 15, 2011, were 
included in the Scoping Report.

What were the comments from 
scoping?
All comments received were reviewed and 
analyzed to help identify the issues to be 
addressed in the studies and analyses of the EIS. 
The scoping activities and the results of scoping 
have been summarized in a Scoping Report, which 
includes all comment submittals in an appendix. 
The Scoping Report is now available on the BLM 
Project website at www.blm.gov/wy/st/en/info/
NEPA/documents/hdd/gateway_south/scoping.
html. The issues derived from the comments that 
need to be addressed in the EIS include:

•	 Project purpose and need
•	 Alternative transmission line routes
•	 Air quality and noise 
•	 Water resources
•	 Vegetation and wildlife
•	 Wildland fire ecology and management
•	 Geology and soils
•	 Cultural resources
•	 Tribal concerns
•	 Visual resources
•	 Paleontological resources
•	 Land use and recreation resources
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How can you continue to participate?
As the Project progresses, the BLM will continue to provide periodic updates and announcements in 
regional and local media, newsletters, and quarterly updates on the BLM’s Project website at www.
blm.gov/wy/st/en/info/NEPA/documents/hdd/gateway_south.html. Also, once the Draft EIS has 
been released for public review, the BLM will hold open houses throughout the Project area to receive 
comments on the Draft EIS.

Lead Agency/Designated Lead State

Department of the Interior
 Bureau of Land Management/

Wyoming State Offi ce

Cooperating Agencies

Federal
Department of Agriculture
 Forest Service, Intermountain Region
Department of Defense
 Army Corps of Engineers
 Army Environmental Center
 Navy, Region Southwest

Department of the Interior
 Bureau of Indian Affairs

Bureau of Reclamation – Utah 
Reclamation Mitigation and 
Conservation Commission

 Fish and Wildlife Service

States
Utah
Colorado
Wyoming

Counties
Carbon County, WY
Sweetwater County, WY

Mesa County, CO
Moffat County, CO
Rio Blanco County, CO
Carbon County, UT
Duchesne County, UT
Emery County, UT
Grand County, UT
Juab County, UT
Sanpete County, UT
Uintah County, UT

Wyoming Conservation Districts
Little Snake River
Medicine Bow
Saratoga-Encampment-Rawlins
Sweetwater County

AGENCIES PARTICIPATING IN PREPARATION OF THE EIS 


