COMMENTS ON THE WEST BLACK THUNDER DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL
ASSESSMENT

Ninety-two letters were received commenting on the West Black Thunder Draft Environmental
Assessment. The commentors included a national Senator and the national Congressman from
Wyoming, the Governor of Wyoming, eleven Wyoming Senators and Representatives, the
Powder River Basin Resource Council, the Northern Arapaho Business Council, employees of
the Black Thunder Mine, landowners whose land is located near the existing Black Thunder
Mine, and other interested residents of northeastern Wyoming.

These letters have been numbered and are reprinted on the following pages. Responses to
individual letters are indicated by number.
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CRAIG THOMAS —e
Orseea, AT Last Commaa rencez Qeves

B sy
wyw 50T

Wamamaren, 0C 10414
a0n 1A

Congress of the Wniteh Htateg e
Bouse of Repreabifitihed 10 ":._’:‘QL"’:‘.:‘:.“‘“"‘
Washingun, BC 20315 o

Hovember 25, 1991

) M/"
Me. Tim Monroar
District Managar
1700 East “EY Street
Casper, Wyoming 82601

Good merning Tim...

1 understand the Bureau of Land Management is accepting comment
on a lease application for Thunder Basin Coal Company’s Black
Thunder Mine, and would like to take this opportunity %o veica
support for your coal leasing efforts in the Powder River Basin.
It appears the BLM is following a process that allows leasing,
while protecting significant interests. It’s important to go
forward with Wyoming’s coal deveiopment, and, unless something
shows the lease-by-application process is inadequate, I‘'m hopeful
you can proceed with this, and other leases.

An adequate energy supply is of obvious importance to our
country. It’s important to Wyeming in terms of the jobs and
tremendous economic benefits mining cperations provide. Wyoming
coal companies have shown a real interest in our statse, and
proven themsalves good stawards of our environment,

Finally, it’s in our nation’s best interast to promote the
production and use of Wyoming coal as much as possible. Growing
concern over air pollution, and strong provisions of the Clean
Air Act revisions we passed in the last Congress make it vital
that low=-sulfur Wyoming coal =-- called "compliance coal" in the
business -- be able to meet market demand in areas of the country
working to reduce emissions.

Thank you for the wark you’re deing on the leass program. I’'m
hopeful you will be able to move forward with tl Black Thunder
lease and future coal leasing in the Powder Ri Basin.

Best regards,
7
&4

Craig Thomas
Member of Congress

CT:bb

;
1 A0 (L3N Avw
FIELD OFFICES ALAN K. SIMPSOM
v

aTus wrana coonarrs |

S RAnited States Senate mmemm

WASHINGTON. 0f3 708 10-5002 3 o s v conr
P

November 22, 1991

Jamee Mo#ros [
BLM Casper District Office <
1701 East "E° Street
Casper, Wyoming 82601

Dear Jamesa:

This letter is written in responas to the public comment ;
notice for Thunder Basin Coal Company’s lease-by-application i
(LBA) for additional coal reserves in the Powdsr River
8asin. The purpcea of this letter is to support not only
Thunder Basin Coal Company’s application, but to also support 3
the lease-by-application proceas in general. This process é
enables existing mines to lease additional coal reserves,
presexve important jobs in Wyoming, and sustain revenues to
the State of Wyoming. {

‘The fact that the State of Wyoming is currentiy the
number one coal producing state is an important contributicn
to a nation that is so highly dependent on foreign imports to {
meet our energy demands. In addition, it is important that
coal reservee of various thermal contenta bs available on the
markat as midwestern and eastern utilities detsrmine how to {
comply with the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990. Now, more i
then ever, it is important thar Wyoming coal be available for
energy production and improved air quality nationwide.

It has bean proven again and again that coal mining can
successfully coexist with the natural environment in
Wyoming. Leesing of additional coal reserves by the
lease-by-application process is a proper and prudenc policy {
that benefits Wyoming and the Federal Government. I support
your continued efforts to proceed in a proper and thorough .
manner, to addrese all concerna, and ultimately, to issue the €
necessary leagas.

With baest regards,

Most a

Alan K. Smeéon
United $States Senator

ARS/1g
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Response to Letters | and 2, from Senator Alan Simpson and Congressman Craig Thomas

The BLM realizes the importance of coal to the state of Wyoming and to the country,
and believes that the lease by application process is resulting in an adequate evaluation of the
impacts of additional leasing on the environment. The Senator’s and Congressman’s comments
in support of the process will be taken into consideration in the Decision Record.
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F10(LB)

Onited States Porast Douglas Ranger District WAL rBR0
Deparument. of Service Medicine Bow Netional Porest and
Aqriculture Thunder Baain Betional Grasaland

809 South Jth Strest

Douglas, Wyoming 82633

Reply to: 2800

Cate: ‘ovenper 27, 1991
i Jlanagenent

cper District Orfice
1701 East "S" Street
Casper, ‘N 82601

deac Mc, Monroe:

{ an writing in cesponse to the current controversy concerning the two
cecent 3LA proposais on the Kerr-ticGes and Thunder 8asin Coal Co coal
iease appllcacions, We, on the Douglag District, suppoct your congepr of
sae lec.e-dy-apmbication process and are willing to assist you in any way
e Can.

As you well know, the Porest Sarvice has been invoived with six of the
operating coal mines in the powder River Basin for well over a decade,

Qur celacionsiup with these conpanies has Seen extrenely professiona.

tney rave consistently proved themseives to oe leaders in reCo—.._..
erforts, #any of chem nave gone Lar beyond legal requirements £o cesearch
cne methods and results of their work. I >elieve they are well aware of
their role in reclamation of mined lands and are extremely conscious of
environmental inpacts of their planned operations. They are a cleasure to
work with and I peiieve they are doing their oest to conduct their
susiness in accord with hign environmental standards.

Sincerely,

ot fleoie

2OUALD A, HEISER
District Ranger

P

Cannq lor the Lano and Servng Procio

F5-8200-20:7.92)

3420 (LA

WY 118A0m
Unitad States Forest Hedioine Bow Eational FPoreat #
Departmeat of Zarvice ¥ountain 605 Skyline Drive t
Agricultura a, Qb

2091 Roply ta: 1950-4-2 4

P
P, L
=L
_:a'ﬂﬁl gEc 18199
-
OFR o1 ¢ ¢
James W. Houroe _LRRJIV _ e _
8LM, Casper Distriat Officd oaq’ Lesd Ruep
1701 East 'B' Street = = ;
Casper, WY 82601 {\
Dear Mr, Moaroe:
In response to your request or public commencs (Letter dated October 20, t

1991), being a Cooperating Agency (40 CFR 1501.6), and in accordasce with
40 CPR 1503.1, *Taviting coemants.® and 1503.2, *Duty to cooment.,” I offsr
the rfollowing somments on the Draft Environmental Asasssment tor the Yesc
Black Thunder Coal Lsaae Application for your conaideration.

The overall document appears to be well organized and clearly written, and 5
reflsata a concsrted profssalonal affort to mest the Lntent of NEPA and é
other Statutes, Regulations, and Plans.

This doocument provides an example of the high level of quality that can be i
aohieved when agenaies cooperate and work toward the common abjeotive of €
managing the public landa that have been aatruatsd, while protsccing and
snhanaing the remources of those landa for the banefit of all paople.

¥e appreaiats ths opportunity to bs iovolved in the davelopament and final
review of the analysis and ion of this prop action.

HEATH
Foreat Supervisor

Canng for 1na Lana 3nd Serving Pecom K

75-6200-2817-32)
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Response to Letters 3 and 4, from the U.S. Forest Service

The U.S. Forest Service is the surface management agency for lands in the proposed
West Black Thunder tract which are part of the Thunder Basin National Grassland. The
Decision Record on the West Black Thunder EA will be signed by the Forest Service as well
as the BLM. Their concurrence on the process and on the EA is necessary for the process to
continue.
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LR 1 STATE OF WYOMING
OFFICE OF THE GOVEANOR

MIKE SULLIVAN CHEYENNE 82002
GOVERNOR

December 4, 1991

o
¥r, James W. Monrasfl’
BLM Casper Discricz Office
1701 East "E" Strebt
Casper, WY 82501

Dear Mr. Monroe:

Agencies of the State of Wyoming have reviewaed tha Draft
Environmental Assessment (DEA) for the West Black Thunder Coal
Lease Application. Enclosed for your considaration and use ara
comment2 resulting from that review. By this letter, I will inform
you that the official peaition of the State of Wyoming (s one of
support for the preferred altarnative as described in the DEA, I
will also clarify two points raised in the comment letter submitted
by the Wyoming Game and fiah Department (WGFD).

On page 2, item 2) of the WGFD letter, there occurs a
discussion of wmining impacts as they relate to "topographic
diversity and conversion of a shrub-stappe community to a simpler
grassland community." So thare is no misinterpretation, the
Wyoming shrub standard passed by the Wyoming Lagislature last
session is the controlling stata policy with regard to reclamation
shrub densities.

Item J)) on the same page discussaes accessa needs for big
game harvest in the mine area. Any additional access acquired
through land purchasa, lease or easement acquisition should ba on
a voluntary, willing buyer-willing saller basis. This commant
should not be construed to indicate that the State of Wyoming
suggests that approval of the lease application be conditioned upon
additional access acquisition,

The State of Wyoming appreciates the opportunity to
review the Oraft %A, Pleasa keep this office informed as to
further developments.

With best regards, I am

Very truly yours,

Mike Sullivan

HS/m
Enclosures .
ce:  State Review Agencies
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Response to Letter 5, from the Governor of Wyoming

The BLM appreciates the involvement and support of the state in the current coal leasing
effort. Comments by the Governor and state agencies have been incorporated in the
environmental assessment to date, and will be considered in the Decision Record.
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WYOMING
6 GAME AND FiSH DEPARTMENT
el + & S .

N ‘g
Cecember 2, 1991

ELS 8631
0.5, Oepartment of the Intarior

Red Miller

state Planning Ceordinator's Office
Herschler Building, 4th Floor Zast
Cheyerine, WY 82002

Dear Mr. Miller:

Ihastaftofmewmjrq@ma:ﬂﬂshwpamﬂmhasmvimmdraft
environmental assessment for the West Black Thunder Coal Lease Application.
we offer the following for your i ion,

on 11 May, 1991, we received a scoping request for camments on tha West
Black Thunder Coal lsase. In a letter dated 23 May, 1991, we identified o
essential wildlife issues based upan informaticn provided in the request. A
comprehensive wildlife study will ba suomitted in the amendment application
which must be approved under the Wyoming Stata Coal Program to authorize
mining within the lease area. mitiqation are available
to resolve most of the wildlife conflicts likaly to develop on the lease

area.

on 5 November, 1991, we received a draft envircrmental assessment for
the West Black Thunder Leasa Application. The BIM has identified four
Altarnatives. The preferrsd alternative is to issue Che leasa as a
maintenance tract for an existing mine, in accordance with the 1989 decision
to decertify the Powder River Coal Production Region. Tha tzact encampasses
3225 acres within ard along the west of the existing Black Thunder
Mine. Option A would also add 280 acres of mineable reserves between tha
preposad lease and Highway 450, that would otherwisa be bypassed.

The lease area is classified as wintar/yearlong antalops ranga,
unocaupied muile deer range (except for a corvidor of yearleng habitat along
Little Thunder Creek}, and ied elk range. Cne small sage grouse lek
ocours in NESNWK Sec 31, T43N, R72W. Eight ferruginous hawk nests and one

Mr. Rod Miller
Cecember 2, 1991
Paga 2 - EIS 6631

golden eagle nest are located within the leasa area, No habitat cracial to
the survival of a threatened or endangered species cccurs there, aithougn
bald eagles commonly winter in the vicinity. Habitat types include
grasslard, mixed grassland, and shrubland. Mining wiil
disturp approximately 144 actes of playas with hydric soils. Topograpny s
gently rolling to rolling.

After reviewing this draft enviramental assessment, =@ have idertified
the following concerns:

1) on page vi, the EA indicates the lease area occupies 3225 acres and an
additional 280 acres may be added urder Cption A, Cn page 33, it is
indicated 3725 acres will be disturbed within the ieass area and an
additional 400 acres would be disturbed urder Option A. How can the
area of affectad surface exceed the leasa area by so much? This

! be corrected.

2) The analysis of impacts to wildlife resowrces on cage 53 is
unsatisfactory. The BIM generally cantands wildlife will displace fram
mining disturbance, with no significant population impacts. This
assumption is not valid when viewed frem a cuulative standpoint. Two
unavoidable impacts of mining inciude a substantial reduction of
topoqraphic diversity and conversicn of a shrub-steppe community to a
simpier grassland community. B8oth aiterations may have far reachisxy
effects on the regional wildlife cormunity. The EA should provide a
discussion of the impact these topographic and vegetation alterations
might have on regional biotic diversity and carrying capacity for
wintering big qame herds. The BIM should provide both site-specific and
amuilative analyses.

1) There are currently eight coal mines operating within the Highlight Herd
Unit which account for 12 percent of the occupied habitat. At least
five additional sections of land associated with the west Black Thwder
oal [ease could potentially be withdrawn frem rifls hunting. Closed
surfaces becoms refuges which draw additioral animals fran surrounding
areas where they might otherwise be accessible to hunters. This
comprotises the ability of the WGFD to maintain herd objectives, wiuich
may lead to gverpopulaticn, range gver-utilization, ard an increase in
wildlife damage claims. To alleviate the cumulative impact of hunting
closures, we recammend the following mitigation procedures:

a) smting anhould be allowed within the Alack Thirder permit area
throughout the life of the operation. onty the ainimum area
necessary for safecy consideraticns should be closed.

b) The coal company, in cooperation with the BIM, USFS, amd WGFD,
shouid lease additional lands within Hunt Area 24 to facilitace
public access. Easements acress private surfaces o previcusly
inaccessible public lands should be given priority.

Page 3 - EIS 6631

We hava identified no other essemtial issues requiring analysis in this
ervircnmental assessment.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

S .
il AT
JOE WHITE

DEFUTY OIRECTCR

Fish Oivisien
HATS Oivision
USTWS
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Response to letter 6, from the Wyoming Game and Fish Department

The Game and Fish Department identified three concerns with the Draft West Black
Thunder Environmental Assessment.

Concern 1: The Game and Fish Department refers to the discrepancy between the area
of the lease shown on page vi and the projected area of disturbance shown on page 53. On page
53 of the draft EA, it states "It is estimated that about 3725 acres of soil resources would be
disturbed in the proposed WBT lease area and adjacent disturbance areas under the proposed
action,". This area referred in this statement is the area of the lease, plus the additional area
which will be disturbed in order to mine to the edge of the lease. That is the reason for the
discrepancy between the size of the proposed lease and the estimated area of disturbance.

Concern 2: There are several agencies involved in the Federal Coal Management
Process. The BLM is the Federal agency charged with the responsibility of leasing Federal coal.
Once the coal is leased, the U.S. Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSM)
has regulatory primacy over the reclamation of surface mining activities. In Wyoming, OSM
has entered into an agreement with the state government to develop state specific guidelines and
standards for the reclamation of coal mines. This program is administered by the Wyoming
Department of Environmental Quality. The DEQ has developed the surface mining permitting
process and set the standards and guidelines for these activities in this state.

As part of BLM’s processing of Federal coal lease applications, we do perform a NEPA
analysis and documentation prior to leasing. A principle concern in this step of the process is
that we (BLM) do not foreclose any environmental management options that could and should
be addressed at other points in the process by other agencies.

The Game and Fish letter raises specific concerns about treatment of topographic
diversity and shrub composition in post-mining reclamation. Both of these issues are outside the
realm of BLM’s direct regulatory authority. They are dealt with by OSM and DEQ. As pointed
out by the Governor in his comment letter, the standard passed by the Wyoming legislature is
the controlling state policy with regard to reclamation shrub density.

The West Black Thunder EA considers topographic and vegetative impacts and this
analysis does not indicate any substantial problem with meeting the state topographic and
vegetative requirements. The BLM must deal with the regulations as they currently exist. The
BLM is not currently challenging these standards, and does not currently plan to develop a new
and separate agency position or evaluation standard regarding topographic diversity or shrub
composition of revegetation in reclamation of surface mines areas.

With regard to the cumulative analysis, the cumulative impacts to wildlife are considered
in the cumulative analysis section of the West Black Thunder EA. The BLM estimates that a
small percentage of the available wildlife habitat in Campbell and Converse Counties is included
in the already existing leases and in the proposed LBAs. If all the leased acreage and acreage

123




proposed for leasing is mined and reclaimed, most of the existing habitat in Campbell and
Converse Counties will be unaffected by past, current, and future topographic and vegetative
reclamation alterations.

Concern 3: The BLM feels this issue should not be a leasing issue. If the Game and Fish
Department has concerns over problems with hunting access, it would be best if they deal
directly with the companies and the landowners concerned. The Govemnor stated that the state
of Wyoming is not suggesting that approval of the lease application be conditioned upon
additional access acquisition.




OF WYQMING MIKE SULLIVAN
JOVERNOR

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

ﬁ//ice n/ Fndustrial y{'/{'lzy Adwministralion

"7 ELIGREAST HERSCHLER SULCING CHEYENNE, WYOMING 32002 TELEPMONE. 30777168
FAX. 107.1776937

MEMORANDLM

TO Rod Muler. Federai Lands Management Coordinator
FROM Jay Meser. Semor Economist
DATE: November 12, 1991

SUBJECT. DEA for West Black Thunder LBA (SIN 91-129)

{ have rsviewed the Draft Environamentai Assessment for the West Black Thunder Coai
Lease Apolication. [ agree with the conctusions of the preferred alternanve. Otfering the
ezt Black Thunder wract 1o Black Thunder Coal Company on a competitive fease waouid
reduce the adverse social and economic impacts of muung the tract by eviending the
smployment of current mine employees and eliminating the impacts associated with a new
mine start. This alternanve shouid be preferred especially in hght of the oroposed Rocky
Burte new mine siart and the new coal-fired power plant pianned for Giliette by Black Hiils
Power and Light Company (BHP&LY.

| wowid racommend that the impacts of the new power plant proposed by BHP&L be
cumuiative 1mpacts under Chapter 1V sudeenon .3 BHPEL
ubmutted 1 Request for Wawer of Permit Applicanon with the Industrial Siting
iratton for the Nett Simpson Unis #2 SOMW coal-fired puser plant, Weurz
nalon fezarang nis appiicanon wih te BLAL

<A ponteaon
Recycraa Papar
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Response to letter 7, from the Office of Industrial Siting Administration

The Office of Industrial Siting Administration was contacted in response to this comment.
That office is sending the BLM information on potential impacts to Gillette as a result of the
proposed new power plant planned by Black Hills Power and Light, the proposed expansion of
the Dry Fork Mine, and the proposed Rocky Butte new mine start, and that data will be
considered in future actions, particularly in the final West Rocky Butte EIS.

Regarding the West Black Thunder lease itself, Mr. Jay Meyer indicated that the

Industrial Siting Administration does not have concerns with impacts on Gillette as a result of
the proposed action in the West Black Thunder Environmental Assessment.
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8 °
DIVISION OF PARKS
& CULTURAL RESOURCES

Scte Himaes Pressranon Office JDep-mncu of Commeme ==

FAX 1307 432.27 .
s November 6, 1991

Mr. Jamas Manros

Casper District Manager
Bureau of Land Management
1701 E Streat

Casper, Wyoming 82601
ATTN: Jude Canno

RE: Draft Environmaental Assessment for the Weat Bleck Thunder Coal Leese
Application (SHPO #0189FRCO54}

Dear Mr. Monroe:

Frad Chapman of our staff has recsived information concarning tha aforemantioned OEA
Thank you for giving us the opportunity to commant.

Managament of cultural rescurces on federal coal lease projects is conducted in
accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and Advisory
Council regulations 36CFRBO0. Thase requiations call for survay, evatuation and
protection of significant histonic and archeological sites prior to any disturbance. Pravided
ihe lead federat agency follows the procaoures established in the regulations, we have no
abjections to the project. Specific commenis on the project's effect on cuitural resourca
sites will be provided to 1he BLM when we review tha cultural resource documentation
called for in 36CFRE00.

On page 31, the OEA states that Nativa American consultation will take plece befora the
final EA is issued. We strangly recommend that the BLM formaity contact tribal
governmertts as wel as the appropriate tnbal culiural resource consultants. Tha WSHPQ
maintains a current list of regional Native Amencan contacts. if you require assistance
natifying tnbal authormies, please lat us know.

Pleasa refer to SHPO project control number #¥0189FRCOS4 on ary futuie
correspondance deating with this project.  If you have any questions contact Fred
Chapman at {307) 777-8530.

Sincerely.

Toaas & Maras—

Thomas E. Marceau
Deputy SHPO

FOR: Dave Kathxa, Ph.0., State Historic Preservation Officer
Mike Sullnan RD "Max” Masriekd
Governot

Ourector
Depunvment of Cormmerce

127




Response to letter 8, Wyoming State Historic Preservation Office

A special mailing including copies of the draft West Black Thunder EA was made to Indian
Tribes in the state and in the region requesting their comments concerning any religious or
cultural areas within or near the West Black Thunder tract. The list of people included in the
special mailing can be found in the mailing list preceding the comments in the EA.

Following the letters sent, the BLM received a request for additional information from Mr.
Frances Brown, a member of the Wind River Arapaho Tribal Elders. The information he
requested was sent, with a request for a response in thirty days. We did not receive further
comments from Mr. Brown within the 30 day period (See Letter 24 and responses).
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THE GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF WYOMING
30X 3008 LMVERSITY STATION »  LARAMIE NYOMING 42071

SECLOGICAL SUTVEY 8CARD

1307) 7262288 o+ FAX 3077442005

STATE GEOLOGIST - Gary 8. Giaw

<, wworg  reumnds necenramm Asicarane
Mra e onet el Zae or 1w deag 0§ Toawnn Dedun  XrGaw e

Novemper 19, 1991

~HEMHORANDUYH--

T0:
FROM:
SUBJECT:

Qur only comment refers to page 53 where the DEA mentions

Roa Miller, Wyoming State Claaringnouse
Gary 8. Glass, State Geologist

Oraft gavironmenta) Assessment for West Black Thunder Coal Lease
Application (State [dentifier 91-129)

selenium”. We

suggest that all parties to this project coordinate with the State’s selenium
research team. A good contact would be Greg Smith at the Land Quaiity Division

of DEQ.

Serving Wyaming Since 1933
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Response to Letter 9, the Geological Survey of Wyoming.

. Mr. Greg Smith with the DEQ Land Quality Division was contacted concerning this
topic, and the information he provided is incorporated in the Final EA. The Geological Survey
of Wyoming’s help on this issue is appreciated.
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SENT BY'Public Service Coma. :12-13-91 : L:1&PH © State of ¥yemiug~

307 261 7679:¢ 2/ 2

Pudlic Pesoios Gommissson

STATE PLANNING COORDINATOR'S OFFICE

DATE; NOVEMBER 26, 1991

RE: DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR THE WEST
BLACK THUNDER COAL LEASE APFLICATION

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this matter. The Public
Service C isai q that no u bl Hons be placed on the
provision of utility service or on the construction of utility and pipeline facilities 2
2 resuit of this coal leasa.

The Commission further requesis that when utility and pipailne facilities
must be moved to accammodate the mining of coal on this lease, tha operator of the
lease be required to pay for the of those facilities. If the op of the
\ease does not pay for the movement of those facilities, the general rate paying
public must absorb the cost to the utilitles for such movement.

pleasa let ma

1f you should have any q t garding these
know.

/b

10 3420 LAA
B e

wWyw gy §

THa BTATE 0F vrrorena 1R BUALIVAN

700 W, 2167 STREET 3am 7777437 e, wrokeng ¢aaa
FAX (307 7774708
4. TucuEa £AERE & w.;-m
G SO\

OB B TRE® BVTH MEMORANDUM COLLEERION LETITARY

CHAFGAAN COEREEN ¢ BV
STEV BLLERBECAER AOUUHEETRATOR

COMMEREIONER .
TO: ROD MILLER, FEDERAL LANDS COORDINATOR

FROM:  JON JACQUOT, CHIER ENGINEER »
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION '/ . S~

11 3aiciLaa,
W Yiv (1B acq

wyoming State Legislature

laois Ievenrn Wyowng 32002 Fawsacea 137 1T RS

SEHATOR BOYD L £33 ..
ree Prencant

Kovember 12, 1991

My James Hnnrn“}'w\
BLM Casper District Office
1701 East "E° Street
Casper, WY 982601

RE: Federsi Coal Lease Application WYY 118907
Dear Hr. Monrse:

| 3eppart the tease-dy-epplicetion proceas that 13 curreatty being utilized by
Thunder Coal Company and ather mines 1n the Powdar River Basin. Tho coal
mines 1a the State of Wyeming have creaied goed jebs (bath primary and
secondary) and have been an extremely veluablic cantribular to the Y yoming
economy. It i3 alao rrapertant o sed that meaing has beea parfermed 18 20
eaviranmenteily sersitive maaner and the reclamation efforts heve been
exzmpiary. It i3 impartant that there be & precess by which coal compaaies,
such us Thander Basin Coal Company, cad abtain addifiansi ceal reserves,
thereby greserving not oaly the operations aod the Jags they provide, dut aiss
e extend tha 1mpertant ccoromic contributieas to the State of Wiaming.

Sincerely,
7 g
ol LG s

Senator Bayd L. Eddina
Yice- Prestdeat

12

Wwyoming State Le ,islafiFemserss___.
3 e G Erarn v 50w 27 T

' MN_
oM b
|1

SENATOR MCHAEL 1. BUAKE

nascona Caunty

Casoer Nyorming 126011825
077285979
30772654372 FAX

i

Hovember 19, 1991 “300r 1 Fecen Aaatans

HR. JAHBS NONROE

BLK Casper District Office
1701 Baat “B“ Straet
Casper, WY 82601

te: PFederal Coal Lease Application WYW118907
¥West Black Thunder

Dear Hr. Honroe:

This 1s to express my support of the BLH's Coal Le
Application process, in general, and af Thunder Basin Coal
Company's cucrent application, ia particulac. I do so because of
Wyoming's compelling intersst in preserving the opportunity for
the coal induatry to thrive here and because of the ARCO
Companies' exemplary corporate citizenship.

fhe Wyoming Coal Industry's contributions are expecienced
positively by the State {itzelf and by every commnnity therein.
Tt is vital, therefore, to the State, and to its coemunities,
that that the mines have a process vhereby they can obtain
additional coal reserves. 1 consider the lease-by-application
process appropriate. .

My experience of the ARCO Companies' corporate citizenship
dates to the mid-1970s vhen the community of Wright wvas belng
pianned and developed. As Glllette City Attorney at that time, I
becase pecsuaded that ARCO's is a World Clags Act. I have every
reason to believe that thim corporate ethic continues to be
advanced by Thunder Basin Coal Company.

I urge approval of the referenced application. If you have
any questions, please contact Ee.

Yery Truly Yours,

Y=
oming Senate

13
wyoming State Le islature

23 State Caotors Chavenne. Weoming 32002 ¢ Taeanone 307 *77-7881

Navember 19, 1991

< Deuioomert

Mr. James Monroe

8LM Casper District Office
1701 East “E" Street
Casper, Wyoming 83601

Dear Mr. Monros:

Wyoming is facing difficult times. but one of the bright
spots in Wyoming's future is the contlnued success of the state's
coal industry. It is my understanding chat your office is
currently accepting public commencs on Federal Coal Lease
Application WYW118907. Please accept thig as a letter of
support, not only for this particular application, but for the
leagse-by-application process in general.

Iq is Important to the people of Wyoming that industry have
the ability a_nd opportunity to invest in Wyoming, particulacly
those companies who are willing to stringently protect the
state’'s environment. The econosic contribution these companies
have made to Wyoming have been immense, but sore importantly they
have demongtrated their ability to lInsure environmental
protection.

The record clearly shows that the balance of business and
procection of the environment can go hand in hand and benefit the
people and wildlife of Wyoming alike. NWith this in mind I
strongly encourage the 8LM to move forward and continue the
lease-by-application process here in Wyoming.

I appreciate your congideration for my letter. If I s&ay
provqu any qddx' tional information or if you would like to visgic
regarding this subject, please do not hesitate to contacr me.

Sincerely,

I caseer s

Wm0y
_D@c MN__
_AOM_ _FL_
_Pa_ =St
TLG/ms A arA.
I _OPR, . _NRA
1
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_E: Federal Coal Lease Application WYN118907
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10 mnes tn tne 2owder Jiver 3asin nave toucned swery community in
am pleased %o write 'n support 3f Thunder 3asin Joal
for jagrtioni The iconomic Zantrinulion
y wiil oe relieg ypon oy the tite of Wyoming for wdiy
Troig mportant tndt Tne 1231 Mings nave 1 Process dy wnich
rianal rasarves SO LNat the Jperations ing tne jobs tney
axtanded,

43 2 nergnogr o Camppell County, [ ondve nag tne opportunily o see the
Maes aver thg gast numper af years. [t 1§ 3vigent that the mines nave nad
TMprasyive cesalts v 2 reclamation affor Tha mines tdve succasstuily
Jemonstritad tnal zne anvironmental quality n tne Stite of dyoming can
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Novesber 21. 1991

Commmaos:
Soprmratons Shaeman

Mr. James Monroe(, M

8LH Casper District Office

1701 East “E" St.

Casper, Wyoming 82601

BE: Federal Coal Lease
Application WYW118907

Dear Mr, Momroe:

Having represented the Powder River Basin for nine years, I know
the economics and the issues of the region. The coal mines in
particufar have eatablished an enviable record of positive sconoe=
ic impact which nas been balanced by sn exeaplary record of envi~
rongental protection and enhancasent. Both are points that the
environmentalists conveniently forget in their opposition to this
iease and others.

{ xnow of vhat | speak. My ranch adjoins the Bxxoa Cacter Raohide
Hine. { live within a couple of siles of the AWAX fZagle Butte
Hine, the Phillips Ory Fork Mine and the Shell Buckakin Mine.
They have been good neighbors and, by the way, [ do aot own any
coal lands or coal interests nor have [ ever.

48 Chaicsan of the Senate Appropriations Coeaittee, 1 aiso know
the ramifications of curtailing the expanaion of our coal indus~
try. Presently nearly 25 percent of Wyoming's tncome coses from
the Powder River Basin, The state's and the nation’s financial
difficuities will only be exacerbated by the delay of this or aay

{eage.
©

{t is important that we recognise the difference between true
environmental protection and ecomomic pillage in the nase of
environmental protection.

{ am strongly in support of Thunder Basin Coal Compeny's lease
application and lease-by-application in genecal. 1 urge your
expeditious approval.

Sincerely,

Xeily £, Mader, Senator
Caapbell/Johnson Counties
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SENATOR DIEMER TRUE
Srvedem
“airann County
0 80s 260
Hovember 25, 1991 Zawer Warmng 82607
Commaton:
Fuen ana Procedures, Crpman
Vanagement Caunor
Swecr Comma
aguiive Process

Hr. James Monroe

BLM Casper District Office
1701 East “E" Street
Casper, Wyoming 82601

Re: F Appli HYY,

Qear Hr, Honroe:

[t is impossible to exaggerate the importance of the minerals industry to the
future of Wyoming. By almost any measure, the coal industry in the Powder River
gasin has developed and produced this resource in an environmentaily sound manner
to the benefit of Wyoming residents ang the nation as a whole. As a result, [
want to cleariy axpress my support for the Thunder Basin Coal Company’s coal
Yease application as well as the other applications filed under the lease-by-
appiication process.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of my views on this very important
coal lease appiication.

Very/t,ruly yours,
S

0T/tas
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‘ﬂ/ December 3, 1991

Mr. James Mom

BLM Casper Discfict Office
1701 East "E" Street
Casper, WY 82601

Re: Federal Coal Lease Application WYW118907
Dear Mr. Manroe:

As you are probably aware, cthe State of Wyoming is very
dependent upon the aineral industry, including the coal mines,
for revenues and jobs. The result is chat we enjoy low property
taxes, no scace income tax and very low sales cax. It is
important that existing mines, such as Thunder B8asin Coal
Company's Black Thunder Mine, have a mechanism by which they can
obcain additional coal reserves in order to preserve jobs and
maintain operations well inrto the fucure. 1 am therefore wricting
zo support Thunder Basin Coal Company's applicacion, as well as
the lease-by-appiication process in general.

While it is important chat we support the mining industry in
the State of Wvoming, ir is 2lso important that our environmeetal
quaiicy be preserved. I belisve the coal wmines have successfully
demonstrared that mining and preservacion of the environment can
proceed hand in hand.

Si. nce, ;51;7

= A(
John Perty

Senator, Campbell add
Johnson Counties
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l Hovesber 14, 1991 Nov. 14, 1991 ALPRESEHIATIVE €. A, OICK WALLS
s
rvas 302
g
l Mr. James Monroe
Mr. James Honrae . BLM Casper District Office oproonatont Charmen
BLM Casper District Office 1701 East "E" Street
[l 1701 East "E* Street Casper, Wy 82601
| Casper, WY 82601 ‘ '
~ . i i
’l‘)\‘r\' RE:  Federal Coal Laass Appiication WYW118307 4 W' RE: Federal Coal Lease Application WYW118907
l 4 Dear Mr. Monroe: Dear Mr. Monroe:
1 wish to submit these comments in suppoct of Thunder
In response to the public comment notice for the West Black Thunder coal lease 3
| applicatian, [ am pieased to submit this letter of support. As mines tn the Basin Coal Company’s coal lease application.
powder River Basin begin to mature, it {s important that the coal mines have a : { N rane
mechanism by which they can obtain new coal reserves and preserve their future. 5522‘;‘1‘1"‘:":‘1 ;"dggf'pb‘:;&ef“:iyth;f ]:h:ezssl ;‘h“e
This is an impartant factor when considering the importance of goed fobs in the indnstey i e ot o r;{: AR th‘h “ve begi 'an é“‘:g
l State of Wyoming and the fact that the economic contribution of the mines are cgals"bo{on::‘ m‘& ca: cillryzu ‘:gat ?{“S gé:géyqa?\d Z‘hi
. felt throughout the State. entire State of Wyoming have benefited greatly as a
it fs equally important to note that the mines have succassfully incorporated result of the development.
| envlrnnmenta: sensitivity into their daily aperations. The reclamation at the { know from first hand experience that the mines can
mines is truly exemplary. operate safely and are very successful in protecting the
sincerely, environment. The Lndustry makes many valuable contribu~
N — vions both in economic and in community service congid-
~ iy L erations.
R ta Jo AS a State Legislator [ am very awvare of the valuable
‘ epresentative John Harton contributions the coal mines have made to the State of
wyoming and I might add that every community in Wyoming
‘ snjoys benefits because of coal mining.
1 support and encourage the lease~by~application process
that is being used by Thunder Basin Coal Company and the
| other coal mines in the Powder River Basin.
Thank you for this opportunity to comment.
| Sincarely, ,
g
Ay 7
t /‘\‘;’/74”» -
Dick Wallis
i State Representative, Campbell County
! 20
34008 2 3588000
wWyw 118907

;

November zsUlsmL/
Mr. James %‘\goa

8LM Casper District Office
1701 East "€" Street
Casper, Y. 82601

RE:  Federsl Coal Leasa Application WYM118907
Dear Hr. Monroe:

As a long time rancher and a Wyoming State Representative from
Campbell County, [ would like to extend my support of Thunder Basin
Coal Company’s coal lease zpplication, as well as supporting the
maintenance leasa process in general. [ have been In Campbell
County througout the developmant of the coal tndustry, and have seen
Gillette and Wright grow in response to the growth. This growth has
been very posttive and beneficial to our residents.

The coal industry has baen a strong partner with both Campbell
County and the State of Wyoming. The industry employs our citizens
and provides substantial revenues to Campbell County is well as the
State of Wyoming. It fs important that these companies have the
ability to maintain their operations and the Jobs that they provide.
The mines have successfully demonstrated that they can operate
within Wyoming law and that they can cperate in an enyironmentally
sensitive fashion. [ encourage the BLM to continue its efforts in
leasing additional coal reserves in Campbell Caunty.

Sinceraly,

v
ﬂﬂ/r\/ L- ;.
Repr /entauve Ji Hines

wyoming State Legislature

213 Caowiol Sunding 1 Chavenna, Wyoming 42002 1 Taleonana 307;777-7881
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20 300102
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Ezcnomic Ceveapmant

Novesber 27, 1991

Hr. Ia Hnnroc%

BLM Casper Oistritt Office
1701 East “B” Street
Caspar, WY 82601

RE: Paderal Coal Lease Application WYW118907
Daar Nr. HMouroe:

As a sesbar of the Wyoming House of Representatives and zember of the House
Reveaue Committ T vould like to offer ay support for Thunder 3asin Coal
Coupsny’s coal lemse application. [ would also ilke to support the leasa~by~
application procass Ye are fortupats in the Stace of Vyoming to be blessed
with ao sbundsuc supply of aigersts. The result of aimeral produccion la
Uyoming la thac we have mo Stacs lncome tax, aa vell as lov property and sales
Caxas. We need to encoursge che exisciag coal aiping operaclons in cthe State
of Uyoming to concimue to lovesc (n Wyoaing and employ our citizems. U llve
ia Premont County and hava gseen fizst had how the loss of jobs can {mpact &
comsunity and .AE's ecosomy. By allowing the existing soal aiaes to abeatn ad-
ditlonsl resarves through the lease by appllcacion process, ve can presecve
those important jobs vell {nto the fucure.,

I feel the acate has closely sonitorad the lassing process to emsure that the
corrsct procedure (s clearly followad. The lease-by-applicacion procesa
provides a sound machanisam to ansure that all impacts are adequacely addressed
and that asxisum compecitive bdiddiug Lz achieved for our coal reserves. It la
ay ballef that chis process as baing applied co the Thundar Saein Coal
Compruy's spplicaticn is sound and should be contigued.

Stncaraly,
ElL 0. Bebout
£DB/ksb

cc: Alan Edwards
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Response to Letters 11 through 21, from members of the Wyoming Legislature

The BLM appreciates the concerns of the Wyoming legislators in maintaining jobs, coal
production, and the quality of the environment in the state of Wyoming. These comments will
be taken into account in the preparation of the Decision Record.
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CITY OF GiL ETTE
P Q. 8OX 3003 « GILLETTE, WYQMING 82717-003 e
PHCNE (1071 £86-5200 “E .
November 20, 1991 3
N
James Mon
District Manager nove < 199t .

Bureau of Land Management
Casper District

1701 East E. Street
Casper, WY 82601

Dear Mr. Monroe:

On the behalf of the City of Gillette, [ wish to formally express the
City’s support for Federal Coal Lease Application WYW 118907 and Utled
the West Black Thunder Coal Lease.

We have reviewed the Environmental Assessment for Thunder Basin Coal
Company's application and feel that the granung of this lease will have
a beneficial long term effect on the economy of Gillette and Campbell
County. The proposed lease will add approximately 13 years to the life
of the mine and resuit in recovery of approximately 400 million tons of
additional coal.

The maintenance of long term eaployment will result in projected
additional payroll of $23.5 million per year carrying well into the next
century. Without this lease, employment at the Black Thunder Mine
couid begin to decline ss early as 1996.

In addition, an estimated tax revenue of $250 million in mineral royalties
would be paid, of which one-half comes back to the State of Wyoming
and a substantial portion of that returns to the local econcmy.

The Black Thunder Mine has won awards for and

i in o i and envir | protection including a
special Merit Recognition Award from the National Environmentai Awards
Council in 1390.

[n summary, we at the City of Gllette, fsel that the granting of this
permit is vital to the sconomic healtn of our City and region and urge
its approval by the Federal Agencies responsible.
S‘mcerv\y.'
/
Ny
€. JA/Collins
Mayor
DS/EJC/b

ds:91.135
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Town of Wright

P.0. Box 70
Wright, Wyoming 82732 CASFER BLUM

(2o7) des-1686 00 591
Decemper 1. 1991 .:i’;'.; __l:‘l.!_
L ADM_ ’ -
T TwF -
James Monrae A0 _BRA_
District Manager LOPR__NRA
Bureau of Land Management _WRR RA__

Casper District
1701 East E. Street
Casner WY 32601

Dear Mr. Monrae:

On benalt ot the Tawn of Wrignt, i wisn to formaliy exoress the Town's
support for the Thundar Basin Coal Comoany West B8iacx Thunaer Coai ease
appiication. {See attached Resoiution 5-31)

we teel that the granting of this iease wouid axtend the bife of 3tack
Thunder Mine up to thirteen years and have a seneficial long term gf fect an tne
aconomy at tne Town at Wrignt and Camppei? County. Approximaieiy 13 years wouid
be added to the iile af the mine.

The maintenance of lgng term employment wouid c2suit in projectea naycct!
of $23.5 million per year carrying inta the next century. Without tnis lease
the employment at the Biack Thunder Mine cauid ovegin to dectine as eariy as
1998, The additional tax revenue of mineral royalties that would come 0ack 1o
the State of Wyoming and the tocal economy would be aoproximately $123 myition.

alack Thunder Mine nas a tract record of strang community suppart of the
Town of Wright ana was instrumental in puiiding Wrignt. 1t has won aumeraus
awards lor excellience and acnievement n reclamation  ang environmental
protection.

Theretore, the Town of Nrignt ‘eess {hal tneé grant.ng of tnis Jermit oS
vital to the economic nealtn aof tne Town ot Wrignt anc Campoet i County ang urge
its approval by tne federai agency respensible.

Sincerefy

i

Joe Ropidoux. Mayor
Town of Wrignt
Enclosure

«Adr




Response to Letters 22 and 23, from the cities of Gillette and Wright, Wyoming

The cities of Gillette and Wright, Wyoming will experience the greatest impacts if the
West Black Thunder LBA is issued and also will experience the greatest impacts if the lease is
not issued. The comments of these cities are important in evaluating the West Black Thunder
EA, and their support of the process is important. These comments have been considered in the
Final Environmental Assessment and will be taken into account in the Decision Record.
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?’(
Franas Brown

Mortharn Arapaho Busineea Council
P 0. Box 338
FI. Wasnakie, Wyorning 82514
Fhone 332-8120 = 312-5006-—201-865-3484
! CASFER E4M

7December 1991

Mr. fames W. Monroe and Ms. Nancy Doelege:
U.S. Bureau of Land Management

Casper Disicict Office

1701 Exst "E" Street

Casper. Wyaming 52601

Dear Mr. Monroe, Ms. Nancy Dociger, ¢t ali

The Acapaho Tribe, 1n response to your West Black Thunder Draft Environmental Assessment inquiry letter
Jated 15 November 1991, would like 0 b3 1o a position (0 answer your injual inquiry. however. at this ime
we need mOre ILCUFAE IBOMMAUON before proceading.

A5 sou are prabably aware, (his area B pant of what 15 (raditional Arapaho laods, and should aclode 2
aumber of sites that would de derinimly oL'Afapato onign
Parncularly, we could use 3 map Lm;ooo scale showing (he mine ad bufler zone il be in
conjunction with particularty site $BEAFTED. and 3 more compiews o af you, heological,cuttural survey
reporuis). The archacological repdisdspécially peraining ( sites EAITEO, 1729, CALITS, ABCA2BL
48CA 401+400, 48FAIL-32- J3FR9L.)2-PHG, FA9L-)2-PTZamia copy or summary of the 1982
ChapmanMiller Report. Tha™43CALTH0 site having 2 farge circlidnd beng a habuiatian loabun s
Arapaha traditton, and we woalddire much wiormauion on that iz 23 gossible. espectally 2 photograph
of the aircte and surrounding 4 R

1 you have any questions. please*ef free 1o wall or wite.

Sincerely,

Home Phone (mormings) (307 836-4556
Member. Arapaho Wind River Traditonal Elders
£.0. 30x 601

Riverton. Wyoming §2501

Copy: Wyoming SHPO, Tum Marceau

Responsa to Letter 28

3420 (LA
WYWILE90!

wi s

Cartified Mail - Recurn Racsipe “aquasced

+ franeis Browm

mbar, Arsoans Wind River Tracitional Sldars
7.0, Sex #0L

Alverten, WY 92301

Naar 'tr, Srownt

~hanx you for your laccar of Jecembar 2 1991 raguesting additionsl
{aformarion regarding cultural rescuvces associacad with che West Alack
Thunder Craft fovirovacncal Assescaant. Al pat FOUT raquest \@ are canding
you & 1:100,000 scaie map shoving the existing sica, tha applicacion srea,
baffer zama, and sita 48 CAL78C, lls ara slao eocioaing 1 covy of the USCS 7.5
aimute Copegraphic mape covaring the smsa araa with all culiural resources
nlocted on tha Pioally, »@ arm enclosing copiss of sll sites foras
raquested and a sumeary of the 1282 Chapzan/Millar raport.

“he cbove site locacion infomacion ve are sanding atould ba trested ss
confidencial ss this cype of {nformacion {s ooc given tu membars at the
publlc. Howaver, beceusa this arse is part ot traditional Arapanca laods aod
soma cultural rescurcas could be of Arapahea orizin, @ ara sanding you all of
our informaticn, Ye raspactfully asx thag you slma creac this as confidencial
information and not diseeminacs it for general public consuampcion,

‘e hopa thec tha enclogad tafermation will ¢ive you the sasded {nformacicn ta
comssnt on zie eavi L Fioaily ' raquest thac you
provide aoy comments you aay hava within 0 days of reesipe of this
(oformation. Should yea have any quascians oy nmed any furchar informacton
pleaso foel frae to contact laney Doalger ac (307) 261-7600.

Siocaraly,
8 (A 93 MONBOR

iatrict llanager

Taclosurs

137




Additional response to Letter 24, from the Northern Arapaho Business Council

No further response has been received from the Arapahos following their receipt of the
information Mr. Frances Brown requested. Any further requests from the Arapaho tribe will
be accommodated if possible.

138




25

3420 LBA
WO 1184077

POWDER RIVER BASIN RESOURCE COUNCIL

23 Noran scott o Shendan WY 32801 # (JO7) 672-5809

December 9, 1991

James W. Monrce

BLM Casper District office
1701 East E Street

Casper, WY 82801

RE: Oraft Environmental Assessment for the West Black Thunder
Coal Lease Application (EA # WY061-2-004)

Dear Mr. Monroe:

The following comments are respectfully submitted on behalf
of the Pcudat_River Basin Resourca Council {PRBRC}, the Wyoming
outdoor Council {WOC) and the Wyoming Chapcter of the Sierra Club.

NEED AND ALTERNATIVES:

1 Alternative Wo. 1, the action proposed by the BLM, appears to be
in conflict with the intent of the Leasa by Application process.
£BA's are intended to maintain existing lavels of production, not
expand production. Yet, Black Thunder Mine has applied for
revision to expand permittad production for at least three years
by approximataly 6 million tons annually. This represents a 20
percent increase over current levels production. How does this
parmit for increased production comply with the currant LBA
process? Why hasn't the BLM discussed BTM's proposed permitted
increase in production?

2Within the alternative proposed by 8LM under Option 8, ls the
semblance of an attempt to initiate some competitive bidding by
dividing the propased tract into two tracts. Apparently, Shell
Mining has exprassad some interest in this portion of the tract.
What are the reasons for tha BLM not selacting an option that
would enhance competition? Competitive bidding and fair return
for public resources is one of the two primary concerns in the
current round of leasing in the Powder River 8Sasin. [t is also a
matter than has been of great concern in congressional and DOI
investigations over the past decade.

$Additionally, why hasn't the BLM considered as one altarnative an

1

entirely different tract configuration that would enhance
compatitive bidding for the coal resources in this area?

4pltaernative No. 1 Option A, the preferred alternative of the B8LM
fails to fully evaluate the consaquence of this action. The
closa proximity to Wyoming HWY 450 could present problems during
blasting or high winds. The EA notes that prevailing winds are
from the NW, but significant southwesterly winds occur in this
area, especially during the dry summer months. while significant
Jevals of traffic over this road are to and from the adjacent
mines, this is also a through route batween Newcastle and Wright
and other destinations. The EA should assess the consequences of
potential disruptions of traffic along Hwy 450, aspecially
emergency traffic. It should be remembered that while the
opening of Black Thunder and Jacebs Ranch Mines was largely
responsible for the completion of Hwy 450, it is still a public
highway and is not there solely for the benefit of the mining
induscry.

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

51t is again our position that a comprehensive environmental
impact study of the region is needed in iight of the leasing and
daevelopmant of over 1 billion toms of coal. This is certainly a
significant action and the regqulations promulgated under NEPA
require an EIS.

While a wide range of environmental impacts are of concern,
hydrological impacts are of particular concern dua to the very
longterm problems that can result from mining.

6 The EA relies heavily on information obtained from the monitering
program conductad by the Gillette Area’ Groundwater Monitoring
Organization (GAGMO). GAGMO is assentially a natwork of various
monitoring efforts conducted by the amining industry. While there
is no reason to consider all this information suspect, it is also
not prudent to raly too heavily on this data without independent
verification. The Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality
does not rely on GAGMO for the monitoring data because some wells
are not reporting accurate data. Additionally, GAGMO has not
monitorad wells in the Fort Union Formation and recently votad
not to monitor those wells.

7uith the high level of mineral development in the Powder River
Basin, including coal, oil and gas, and uranium development, it
is surprising that BLM has not done more to establish groundwater
monitoring capabilities to assass drawdowns and impacts on water
quality. Certainly DOI, BLM and USGS could and should be mora
activaly assaessing these impacts on a continuous basis.

8The EA barely address the issue of postmining impacts on
groundwater quality even though these impacts are quite likeiy

2

the most long lasting and potentially tha most threatening. The
most recent assessment of watar resources in the regional is the
CHIA (USGS, 1988) cited in the EA. On pages 156-157, this report
strongly recommends further study of potantial postmining watar
quality problems.

9The postmining water quality problem is especially troublesome
because of the potential for a longterm and widespread migration
of contamination wall beyond the proximity of the mine. The EA
astimatas decades to perhaps centuries befors groundwater
equilibrium is reestablished, and longer bafore contamination is
leached from the spoils. This contamination then migraces
offsita, potentially threatening existing walls or coming to the
surface. Yet, these is no discus=ion of potential impacta to
water users and no mitigation plan appears to be in effect to
protect future water users, %hat mitigatien is thae BLM proposing
to minimized this identified problem in the EA?

10The EA notes that water lavel declines in the coal aquifer would
extand one mile further to the west and that drawdowns (n the
overburden agquifer would alsoc be extending further to the wvest.
The EA also says that the spoil aquifer will cover a larger area
{f the tract is mined and more time will be required for watar
lavels to recover. How auch more time?

110n page 48 the EA states that a regional study of cumulative
impacts of coal aining found that the median concentrations of
dissolved solid and sulfates were found to be larger in water
from spoil aquifers. Was this information based on a ragional
study of cumulative impacts in the Powder River Baain? How long
do you expect that it will take for wvater quality to raturn to a
pra-mining condition? How many walls will be potentially
impactad? What mitigation measures ars suggeated?

12The EA also states on page 49 that drawdowns will exceed forty
faet and cumulative effects are expected from the Jacobs Ranch
mine and the North Rochelle mines., What cumulative affects are
axpacted? How do you proposa oitigating these cumulative
effects?

130n page S0 the EA states that 13 water wells are identified as
baing impacted. What impacts are expacted and what mitigation is
suggested to minimize or aliminata theae impacts?

14A significant futura problem which was only very briefly
addressed on page 33 is the potential for tha exposure of harmful
levels of selenium to plants and animals. What cumulative
studies have baen undertaken ragarding the potential saleniunm
impacts and problems at mines in the Powder River Basin? @hat
mitigation measures to minimize selenium contamination are being
proposed?

15 The potential for selenium to contaminate surface water is'also
an issue of concern, .Has ths 8L considered this issue? ﬂhas
other impacts or changes might eccur te surface water quality?
What mitigation is proposed to minimize these impacts?

avel declines in the Fort Union Formation
what documentation is relied upon to support that statement that,
nthese declines ara most likely attributable to yithdrnwal at
subdivisions and trailer parks in and near the city of Gillatte."
Are there any other water users of wells drillad in the Fort
Union Formation near tha Black Thunder, Jacobs Ranch or Rochelle

mines?

16In regards to water 1

CONCLUSION

The methodolegy that the BLM is pursuing in addressing these
LBA‘'s is unaccaptable. With six LBA's pending, daveloping six
separata anvironmental assessments will probably take mors time
and effort than preparing a single cumulative environmental
impact statsment. It would seam logical to have preparad ona
comprehensive statement addressing tha Jacobs Ranch, West Black
Thundar and Rochelle-orth Antalope LBA'S since thay are
proximate. Addressing these leasas separately in & scatter-gun
approach hampers rational analysis of the implications of the
action and breeds mistrust of the process.

Thank you for your consideration and reviaw of these comments.
We look forward to raviewing the final BA.

Respectfully Submitted,

Der tattens

Dana Walters
powder Rivar Basin Resourca Council

cc: Dan Heilig, Wyoming Outdoor Council
conniae Wilbert, Wyoming Chapter of Sierra Club
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Response to Letter 25, from the Powder River Basin Resource Council, the Wyoming Outdoor
Council, and the Wyoming Chapter of the Sierra Club. Numbers in the response refer to
numbered paragraphs in the comment letter.

A number of the issues mentioned in Powder River Basin Resource Council’s comments
are discussed in greater detail in the final EA.

The purpose of the West Black Thunder Environmental Assessment is to evaluate the
potential impacts of leasing the coal. It is part of the decision process evaluating whether the
coal should be leased or not.

The most likely outcome of leasing the coal is that it will be mined. Therefore, the
Environmental Assessment must evaluate whether there are significant impacts to the
environment which will occur as a result of mining the coal in the West Black Tract and if they
can be mitigated. This evaluation is based on analyses prepared for four previous EISs. Impacts
which were not addressed in the previous EISs, but which have been identified during more than
ten years of mining must also be considered, along with their mitigation.

The purpose of the West Black Thunder Environmental Assessment is not to define
specific mitigation measures which will be taken to prevent specific impacts when the coal is
mined. That type of analysis is done in the Permit Application Package and EIS which will be
prepared under the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 (SMCRA) if the coal
is leased and a mining permit is applied for. That is the next step in the process.

NEED AND ALTERNATIVES

1.) A discussion of Black Thunder’s permitted production levels and temporary permit
request should have been included in the West Black Thunder Draft EA, and has been included
in the final. Thunder Basin Coal Co. has applied for and received an Air Quality Permit which
allows up to 36 million tons of production for the years 1991, 1992, and 1993 only. This permit
will allow them to produce more than their previously permitted 30 million tons. The increase
applies to existing Black Thunder reserves and not to coal from the West Black Thunder tract.
The Black Thunder Mine has been producing at close to their previously permitted level during
the last few years. According to the company, this increase would have been requested if they
had not applied for the West Black Thunder Tract, because the temporary increase allows them
the flexibility to market coal for test burns or to secure new contracts to replace some long-term
contracts which will be expiring in the next few years. ‘

It should be noted that coal production increased steadily in the Powder River Basin from
1983 to 1990, without leasing (Figure 1), and was expected to continue increasing, even without
new leasing or the Clean Air Act of 1990.

According to the Powder River Regional Coal Team Operational Guidelines, approved
in their final form in August, 1991, "if the application is either for (1) a tract that would
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increase permitted production levels or (2) increase production beyond existing production
facilities or (3) is for a tract that would be mined by a new mining operation”, the RCT will
"determine if the RCT should recommend recertifying the Powder River Coal Production
Region" (Paragraph VII. A.). On September 6, 1991, the RCT determined they would not
recertify after reviewing all the existing lease applications, -including the West Black Thunder
application. The Thunder Basin Coal Company made a presentation at that meeting, at the
request of the RCT. Therefore, any requirements for the new LBA process have been met.

2.) Shell Mining has expressed interest in a portion of the lands included in the West
Black Thunder Tract. That interest was expressed in the form of obtaining an exploration
license for an area which overlapped part of the West Black Thunder Tract. The exploration
license allowed them to drill holes within the area covered by the exploration license for the
purpose of gathering data on coal thickness and quality in that area. Shell Mining has the option
of filing for a lease by application if they do have an interest in acquiring that acreage. To date,
they have not done so. In the absence of an overlapping application, dividing the tract into two
parts would make it less competitive, as two smaller tracts would be less attractive and less
valuable for a bidder interested in a acquiring a lease for a potential new start mine. The BLM
concluded that, in the absence of an overlapping lease application, dividing the lease into two
tracts would not enhance competitive bidding and would potentially reduce the value of the tract
to a bidder interested in starting a new mine.

BLM prepares detailed evaluations to determine the value of the coal to assure that the
government receives at least the fair market value of the coal, regardless of how many bidders
there are. The lease will not be issued if there is not a bid which at least meets the Fair Market
Value of the tract, regardless of how many bidders there are.

3.) The BLM has considered a somewhat different tract configuration, as the BLM added
acreage to the West Black Thunder Tract in section 7, in order to prevent a potential bypass
situation. The tract is bounded by the existing Black Thunder lease on the east. To the west,
the coal is generally deeper, and becomes more difficult and less economic to mine, and
therefore lower in value. Extending the lease to the north or south would add to the distance
which the coal would have to be transported to mine facilities prior to shipping, which would
increase both mining expense and impacts (traffic and/or facilities). - Also, Highway 450 bounds
the northern end of the lease application area, and extending the mine north of the highway
would cause additional disruption, impact and expense.

4.) This has been expanded in the final EA. Blasting and dust control are regulated, and
blasting and dust control plans which mitigate impacts to the public must be approved prior to
mining. The effects of blasting and dust control are monitored on a daily basis at the Black
Thunder Mine.

The ability to control blasting and dust related problems was demonstrated by Black
Thunder in the early 1980’s, when they did have operations on both sides of Highway 450.
Potential blasting or dust related problems were effectively mitigated at that time, although
mining took place near the highway, and haul roads were located under the highway.
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

5.) NEPA does not require re-analysis of activities and impacts which have been
analyzed and found to be acceptable in previous environmental documents. The BLM has
determined that the leasing of coal as applied for in the LBAs to date will not result in levels
of mining or in levels of impacts which exceed the levels which were analyzed in three
previously prepared regional Environmental Impact Statements (EISs) which were finalized, and
in a fourth EIS, where analyses of mining were prepared although the EIS was never finalized.
Impacts which have occurred as a result of mining have not reached, let alone exceeded, impacts
predicted and found to be acceptable in those previous EISs. The results of studies which have
been published in the years since the preparation of the last EA have been incorporated into the
EA. These additional studies do not indicate that there are additional unmitigatable impacts
which were not considered in the previous EISs. More importantly, these studies show that
monitoring and research into potential problems are continuing, that impacts are not exceeding
those which were previously predicted, and that the process is working. As new information
creates new questions, new studies and new monitoring are being done on a continuing basis to
improve mining and reclamation processes.

The 1 billion tons of coal you cite is the estimated total recoverable coal for the pending
LBAs in the Powder River Basin. As you are aware, these LBAs range from 57 MM tons for
West Rocky Butte to 433 MM tons at West Black Thunder and may be offered individually over
the next few years. In contrast, the 1981 EIS looked at the sale of 2.35 billion tons in two sales
for seven new mines and eight maintenance tracts. At the current rate of coal production in the
Powder River Basin, one billion tons is about six years of supply.

6.) As a result of PRBRC’s comment, the DEQ was contacted by the BLM to explain
any concerns they have with GAGMO data.

GAGMO is a voluntary organization which was formed to report the data which is
gathered by the monitoring which is required by federal and state law. There is no requirement
that the mines (or anyone else) compile and report this data.

According to the DEQ, while the reporting of the data can sometimes be inaccurate, the
actual monitoring data which are reported by the companies to the DEQ, from which the
GAGMO report is taken, are accurate. DEQ has a monitoring program for each mine which
is developed as part of the mine permitting process. The data DEQ uses are from the wells
identified in these plans. DEQ has quality assurance procedures which are in effect on this data.

DEQ uses the GAGMO report as a preliminary review of the monitoring effort. They
don’t use it for more than that because they have the actual data the report was compiled from
in their files. In the West Black Thunder EA, BLM uses the GAGMO report as evidence that
monitoring to date indicates that impacts on the aquifers being mined are within the impacts
which were previously predicted and found to be acceptable. The BLM believes that the data
in the GAGMO report is accurate for that purpose, based on discussions with the DEQ.

Regarding lower Fort Union wells, the decision made by GAGMO was not to include
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Fort Union wells in the GAGMO report. This decision is primarily a financial one. The Fort
Union Formation lies below the coal, and is not being removed or otherwise disturbed as a result
of mining activity. The mines must obtain a permit from the State Engineer to use Fort Union
water, just like any other water user in the state must obtain a permit to use groundwater from
any aquifer. There are not water monitoring requirements for aquifers which are not being
mined. However, the mines do report water levels from Fort Union wells to the State Engineer
on a yearly basis.

7.) The Wyoming State Engineer’s Office has primacy on groundwater management in
the state of Wyoming, and the State Engineer does have groundwater monitoring wells around
the state. The DEQ oversees the water monitoring program for coal mining. The BLM, USGS,
and OSM do work with both these agencies on Wyoming water issues. There are a number of
publications on past and ongoing studies on groundwater in the Powder River Basin which
demonstrate that this is true. These publications include: "Investigations of Possible Effects of
Surface Coal Mining on Hydrology and Landscape Stability in Part of the Powder River
Structural Basin, Northeastern Wyoming", by Bloyd, et al., (USGS Water Resources
Investigations Report 86-4329); the 1988 CHIA, by Martin et al. (USGS Water-Resources
Investigations Report 88-4046), prepared in cooperation with the Wyoming DEQ, and the Office
of Surface Mining; "Ground-Water-Flow Systems in the Powder River Structural Basin,
Wyoming and Montana", published in 1990 (USGS Water-Resources Investigations Report 85-
4229); and "Evaluation of Ground-Water Level Changes near Gillette, Northeastern Wyoming,
by M.A. Crist, published in 1991 (U.S.G.S. Water-Resources Investigations Report 838-4196).

8.) The CHIA also states that, while surface coal mining will initially degrade ground-
water quality in the area of mining, "In general, the chemical quality of current (1986) and
future water from the spoil aquifers will meet the State standard for livestock” (p.92). It also
says that column leach tests indicate that the elevated levels of dissolved solids and select
constituents caused by coal mining will decrease with time (p.92).

More than 50 monitoring wells have been completed in backfill areas by the mining
companies, and these wells are monitoring water levels and water quality in the backfill. The
monitoring data from these wells has been and will be used to evaluate the long term effects of
coal mining on water quality in the actual spoil piles to determine if the laboratory column leach
tests correctly predicted the actual situation.

9.) There is a potential that there will be a migration of water from the spoils piles to
unmined Wasatch aquifers and the Wyodak-Anderson coal aquifer, however, as stated in the
CHIA, in general, the level of "contamination" of the water from the spoils piles is not expected
to change the suitability of the water for use by livestock (p.92). That is the current major use
of that water. Both the Wasatch aquifers and the Wyodak Anderson coal aquifer are generally
high in dissolved solids in the premining state, as shown in Table 4 of the CHIA. The aquifers
in the Wasatch, and the Wyodak-Anderson coal aquifer are the only aquifers which are being
removed by mining and replaced by spoil piles, and therefore are the aquifers which will be
affected by migration of water from the spoils piles. )

10.) The time required for recovery of equilibrium water levels is of the same order of
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magnitude as for the original mine area: tens to hundreds of years. The existing backfill
monitoring wells already contain water, and this recharge has occurred in less than 10 years.

11.) The regional study referred to is the CHIA. As expressed in the CHIA, the time
required for the water to return to a pre-mining condition will be longer than the time required
to re-establish equilibrium, which is 10s to 100s of years. In general, however, there will be
water available which is suitable for existing uses before the spoil aquifer returns to a premining
condition. As a result, no mitigation will be required in most cases. If mitigation is required
in specific cases, then supply wells can be completed in other aquifers. SMCRA, Section 717,
requires that coal operators replace water supplies diminished by surface coal mines. SMCRA
regulations apply to leased coal, and are administered by the OSM and, in Wyoming, by the
DEQ.

12.) The cumulative effects are not expected to be significantly different from those
shown in Figure 10 in the draft EA (Figure 11 in the final), which was taken from the GAGMO
report. The effects shown in Figure 11 are based on computer modeling which includes
cumulative impacts as a result of contiguous mines. If the tract is leased, the permit application
package will include a more exact prediction of the expected water level declines resulting from
mining the West Black Thunder Tract. This prediction will be based on groundwater modeling
techniques, and will include cumulative effects to be expected as a result of the existence of the
Jacobs Ranch Mine (north of the Black Thunder Mine), and the North Rochelle mine (south of
the Black Thunder Mine). Mitigation for any wells affected by this drawdown is covered by
SMCRA, and is explained above.

13.) The impacts to these wells could range from a lowering of water levels to
destruction of the wells, depending on their location. Mitigation could range from lowering the
pump to replacement of the well, depending on the degree of well impact. This mitigation
comes under the jurisdiction of SMCRA and is therefore addressed by the OSM and the DEQ
in the permitting stage of the process.

14.) The Wyoming Mining Association and the Wyoming DEQ are jointly studying the
nature and effects of selenium in the mine backfill and in undisturbed ground. They are
considering topics such as the presence and fate of selenium in undisturbed ground and in the
backfill, the availability of selenium to plants, and the effects of selenium on target species. The
goal is to determine appropriate criteria for handling selenium.

Naturally high levels of selenium do occur locally in the Powder River Basin. Mitigation
measures for minimizing selenium contamination if high selenium levels are encountered are
already in place and being used. They consist of stipulations which designate special handling
~ of the affected spoil material. This is also discussed in the final EA. Specific stipulations for
minimizing potential selenium contamination are applied during the permitting stage.

15.) The potential for selenium to contaminate surface water is minimized by the spoil
handling practices for spoils which contain higher selenium levels. These spoils are placed in
a way that surface runoff over the spoils does not occur, and groundwater solute transport off
site is minimized. The BLM is not aware of any documented cases of selenium problems related
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to plants or animals in the Powder River Basin as a result of coal mining and reclamation after
more than 10 years of mining. If the PRBRC has data which demonstrates that plant or animal
related selenium problems have occurred due to mining, the BLM will take them into
consideration.

16.) Water level declines in the Fort Union in the Gillette were attributed to withdrawals
at subdivisions and trailer parks by the CHIA, p. 30. The information in the CHIA was
attributed to Marvin Crist. This conclusion also is stated in "Evaluation of Ground-Water Level
Changes Near Gillette", Northeastern Wyoming, by Marvin Crist, U.S.G.S. Water-Resources
Investigations Report 88-4196, published is 1991.

The BLM is aware of only one user of lower Fort Union water user in the vicinity of the
Jacobs Ranch and Black Thunder Mines, and that is the city of Wright. According to the State
Engineer, Wright has four wells which are deeper than 1000 feet, and they are the only licensed
water wells deeper than 1000 feet in a 100 square mile area surrounding Wright. Wright’s wells
are more than 10 miles away from any of the mine wells. As a result of the distance between
the Wright wells and the mine wells and the discontinuity of sands in the lower Fort Union, no
impacts to Wright’s wells are anticipated as a result of the mine’s using lower Fort Union water.

As stated previously, the lower Fort Union aquifers are not being disturbed by mining.
Also, recharge is still occurring to these aquifers from outcrops east of the mines which are also
not being disturbed by mining. Calculations shown in the West Black Thunder final EA indicate
that the amount of recharge to the Tullock aquifer east of the West Black Thunder mine is
greater than the amount being used by the mine.

CONCLUSION

The BLM maintains that the actual impacts associated with 10+ years of mining are within
impacts considered, analyzed, and found to be acceptable in four previous regional EISs.
Furthermore, there are no documented incidences of impacts related to mining which have not
been mitigated and which were not considered in the previous EISs or in the current EAs.
Therefore, there is not a need to prepare a regional EIS at this time.
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Gillatts, WY 427
Noveaber 27, 1991

Nr. James W. Honroe
8LH Caaper Dlatrict 0ffics

1761 East & Street

Caspar. WY 82601

Daar Slr:

In regard to Thunder 8aain Coai Company’a lease application, [ a=
writing thia letter in aupport of their obtaining the West Black
Thunder Tract.

I have lived on a ranch near tha Black Thundar Coal lesse for 33
yaars. ! was here lang bafora there was any sineral development
and have bean through the evolution of the oil, uraniuam, and coal
businees in Caspbell County.

I an very favorably iapre.

od by the ssasures taken by the per-

aonal of the Thunder Basin Coal Coampany and Atlantic Richfliald to

take rvetion of the environaent

ponsible action for the pra
and actually improvae the ares ained and raclatmad.

The Town of Yright has baan alncat antirsly concsived, promoted,
snd subsidized by the Thunder Besin Coal Campany for the comfort
and weil being of their asployees and other rasidents of southarn
Canpbell County. In every casa, that I am awara of, the company
has besen the leadar in promoting good houaing, sedical care, and
tranaportation for the peopla affectad by the aining of coal in
southern Campbell County. I would like to sae them have the oppor-

tunity to leass and develop the Waat Black Thunder Tract. Thay

have proven thasseives to be good neighbors, reaponaible buain

people, and environmentalists beyond the call of duty.

B420(LBA)

I vonder whaet kind of problema the county would have had by now Lf
somae othar compeny had been allotted the parait to 3ine thia area.

Sincerely,

Paul R. Stuart
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Response to Letters 28 and 29, from the President and Regulatory Affairs Manager of the
Thunder Basin Coal Company

The BLM appreciates the concerns of the Thunder Basin Coal Company, as well as the
they have provided during the preparation of the draft and final Environmental Assessments.
These comments will be taken into account in the preparation of the Decision Record.
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Discussion of Letters 30 through 92

The following comment letters were received in support of the West Black Thunder lease
application from employees of the Thunder Basin Coal Co., contractors who work with the
Thunder Basin Coal Company, people who do not work in the coal industry, but whose jobs are
affected by the state of the coal industry, and other interested citizens of northeastern Wyoming.
~ In general the following letters reference the importance of coal mining to the state and to the
country, and the commitment of Thunder Basin Coal Company to the state and the local
communities, as well as their commitment to the environment, as demonstrated by their past
mining and reclamation record and the awards they have received in recognition of that record.

The BLM considers the importance of coal to the nation and to Wyoming an important factor
in making the decision as to whether the coal should be leased or not. The BLM also believes
that the operation of the mines in the Powder River Basin to date has demonstrated that the
impacts of leasing and mining coal can be and are being mitigated, and that the system will
continue to work under the lease by application process.
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Hr. James Monroe “arR_ NRA__ Jovember 18. 1991 :
8LM casper District Office —LaR ha
1701 East “E® Street LR e i
Casper, WY 82601 ___;m’a;,_,‘-m {
RE: Pederal Coal Lease Applicatiom WYWii8%07 Mp. James W. Monroe y
BLM Casper District Office i
Dear Mr. Honrce: 1701 East 'E' Straet k
[« . WY 82601
This lettaer is writtan in rssponse to the public comment notice on asper r
the West Black Thundar tract undar application by Thundar Basin ]
Coal Company. RE: West Black Thunder Draft Environmental Assessment :
So far in my career, I've had the opportunity to work in all phases £
(rasearch & development, exploration, conatruction and production) Dear Mr. Monroe: {
af the mining induatry. My career has now come full circle, as I'm
a member of the Environmental Department at Thunder Basin Coal As a resident of northeastern Wyoming. [ am writing 1n support 9°
Company. The final (reclamation) phase of the mining procass is by the West Black Thunder maintsnance tract lease applied for dy {
far the most fulfilling. Our reclamation goals are to Thunder Basin Coal Company. [ am a native of Wyoming and have
praserve/return pre-zining wildlife habitat and domestic habitat to worked dirsctly for or been affiliated with coal mining
the same or better usafulness ln post-mining. The goals have and activitles in this region and throughout the United States for
ars baing achisved am avidenced by our recelpt of several the past eieven years. {
prestigious state and national awards. N
Most recently. our company. like many other service companies 1in
I'm proud to be a part of Thunder Basin's Environmantal Team. We the region, has had the opportunity to provide contract servicey
don’t P"""“‘”"‘:““ﬁi""."‘“ because lt's ""11”'"‘:‘:" are an to Thunder Basin Coal Company. As such. I have seen first hand-
envir Y ous pany out the their commitment :o the environment. the surrounding communi:ies
preservation of our past, prasent and future rangaland and natural and the conscientiousness of thelr peocple. i
resources. I1'm equally proud to be a resident of Wyoming., A stats f
which anjoys - lov property taxes and no stata income tax. My [t is my view that acce B
by ptance of the West Bilack Thunder
children are fortunate to live and be educated in Campball County. maintsnance tract lease would orovide a number of denefits. The
primary of which would be to extent the lifs of a proven {
In support of my future with Thunder Basin Coal Company and the successfu}l mining operation for an additional 13 yerars. This t
lease-by-application process in general, 1 sincarely hope would not only provide stability of jobs for the regions largest
additional coal ressarves can be obtained through our application. mine and one of the largest smpioyers. out would continue the
contribution of millions of doliars of rsvenue to the State of {
Sincarely, Wyoming and the Federa} governmsnt :h royalties and taxes into
/ /o the future.
~ i
P {
Al . The West 3lack Thunder maintenance tract lsase would serve as af
Sue Hilim togical extension of the existing Black Thunder mine. By doing
Environmental Assistant 50. the impacts to the surrounding area wouid be minimized by
Regulatory Affairs Departmant continuing operations of a proven mMining operacion and I
utilization of sex13ting facilities. i
Engomamnny, Comsuitimy & Expioreion
P.0. 8ax 319, Uptem, Wyomng 52730 f/
507) 6681434 4
{
—
- w20 (us»«<
NIV gaoT
{
Hovesber 19, 1991
Mr. James W. Monroe {
November 18. 1991 Hr. James Honroe
Pages 2 U.S. Department of [nterior {
Bureay of Land Management .
1701 East "E” Street
In conclusion, I once again wish to express my support of the Casper, ¥Y 82601 (
West Black Thunder maintenance tract lsase and ;hel;e:u-?y: i
application process in genseral. This process shou enefit us .
a‘l’l in continuing the successful and environmentaily sound mining Dear Hr. Honroe:
operations while contributing economic support to this region and { s writing this letter In support of the coal lease sale to (
the Stats of Wyoming. Thunder Basin Coal Company. ! am an employee of the company and [
work In the Regulatory Affairs Oepartment preparing many of the
permit applications needed by the company. | have first hand |
Sincersi knowledge of the effort and concern Thunder Basin places on °
‘ Y, environmental matters. There are three major points { would !ike to
g_% / make outside of the Ffact that [ would like ®y job to continue long -
= into the future. {
3'.'”"?,.“5?;‘:‘?;0" My first point {s conceraing energy independence of the United
ice Fra States. B8lack Thunder and all the mines tn the basin provide a very /
substantial base for electrical ganerating capacity in the United |
States. This means less elactrical energy needs to be imported from
outside of the United States {n the form of oll or natural gas or |
electricity. The fact that it has a low sulfur content is an |
additional benefit in helping to reduce the generation of *acid °*
rain*. [If the sales of the additional coal is not allowed io take
place, wa as a nation will have to etther cut back on our Tifestyle
or {mport additional energy and place oursalves at risk. This would |
not be of benefit to anyone. N
My sacond point is :onc:rrilng the *power” exercised by environmental {
groups. Prior to coming Into the Powder River 8asin, [ was working %
in the uranium findustry in Hex Mexico. The domestic uranium
fndustry fs almost nonexistent because of the emotional tactics used |
by environsental groups on an uninformed population. [ do not want |
to see the coal industry face the same fate. Envirommental groups -
have the right to their optnians but the tactics of creating fear
and sensationalise to scare the citizenry is not appropriate. I
When we ware permitting the Black Thunder Mine in 1990 and 1991 with
the Land Quality Division of the Wyoaing Dapartment of Enviranmental
Quatity, the Powder River Basin Resource Council (PRBRC) filed an {
objaction to the issuance of our permit at the very last moment. =
This did not allow us time to resolve the issue in the public
comment period. The tssuance of the permit was delayed for |
approximately three weeks because of the objection. What the PRBRC {
- did was totally within the framework of the reguiations but it was =
{
{
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Hr. James Monroe
Hovember 19, 1991
Page 2

also calculated to cause the greatest disruption possible. A1l 1 am asking for
is professional objectivity fn your ravies of all comments and possible
cbjections.

Finally, Thunder Basia Coal Company is the generator of a great deal of tax
revenues for the federal and state qovernments. (f the rate of coal production
is reduced, as !t would be if additicnal resarves are not acquired, the taxes
generated would also be reduced. With the revenue deficits now being faced by
both the federal and state governments, now Is not the tima to be restricting the
generation of the tax revenues.

Thunder Basin Coal Company is concerned about the environment and wants to be a
good corporate citizen. Wa do work very hard to meet and go beyond the
reguiations in protecting the environment. [-am proud to be working for such 4
company. Please ailowus to continue mining coal in Campbell County far into the
future.

Sincarely,

_Dz&v*—f/m

Oean L. Roberts

ugun L. Roberts
.0, Box 983
Wright, WY 82732

B (LBAY
Y W 11830

Hovembar 18, 1991

He. Jamas Honroe

8LM Casper District Office
1701 East "E" Street
Casper, ¥Y 82601

RE:  Mest Black Thunder Uraft Environmental Assasseant
Oear Mr. Monroe:

1 am writing in support of the tease-by-appiication process and fn particuiar the
¥est Black Thunder (¥BT) maintenance tract lease appiied for by Thunder Basin
Coal Company (TBCC). [ ama professional hydralogist and an employes aof TBCC and
as such have a strong fnterest in the lease. Please accept the following
commants on the Oraft Eavironmental Assessment {EA) for WBT:

1. I believe the EA is the proper assessment machanism for WBT. There
have baen at least 16 other €IS's or EA's prepared relating to Black
Thunder Hine or the Powder River Basin coal resource (not counting
documants spectfic to other afnes}. Neither coal production rates
nor environsental impacts have been as great as ariginally thought.
Thus, the expense of preparing an £]S for the region, as some
suggast, would be an jndafensibie wasta of taxpayer money at a time
when it can be 111 afforded.

2. The EA states that approximately 5 aiilion gallons of water from
the sub-coal Ft. Union formation (Tullack memper) is used at Black
Thunder Hine. Saveral groups have said that simply because the
aine(s) use water from the ft. Union, for recognized domastic and
industrial uses, a huge study should be parformed to assess the
effects of that pumpage on the aquifer. To be sure, 56 aillton
gallons is about the irrigation requirement of 90 acres of alfalfa
over a growing season. [F that's a1l it takes to trigger i major
research project, then we should also exhaustively study every
aquifer baneath avery farm or ranch in this state that uses wells
far irrigation. Is thisa compelling reason to spend our tax money?

3. TBCC’s track record for reclasation {recipient of at least eight
reclamation-related awards since 1987) indicates the Company’s
comaiteent to leaving the land sujtable for equal or higner use.
THCC has cosmitted physical resources ind thousands of dellars to
the studfes of selenium in the environmant; pioneered Golden Eagle
ralocation techniques; performed grazing demonstrations to show the
production capability of reclaimed land; and refined methods for
incraasing vegatation spacies diversity and shrub density on
reclaimad land. From the foregoing, {t is abvious T8CC is not
planning to aine the land and walk away. The environmentai
conscience of the Company is strong, but sadly because we are
*industry®, it is also easy to ignore.

Hr. James Monrge
Kovember 18, 1991
Page 2 R

4, The EA states the WBT coal will extend the 1ife of the Black Thunder
Mine by up to 13 years. Given the current state of Wyoming’s
financas, it is critical we provide support to an industry which s
one of the few steady revenue producers left.

In closing, I belteve the £A adequatsly addrasses the environmental impacts that
may result from leasing and mining the WBT maintanance tract. Again, [ wish to
sound my support for the leasing process and for the W8T lease in particular.

Sincerely,

patyiek T. Tyrrell, P.f.
G11Tette, Wycaming
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¥rs. JoAnn Mourich - . :-
P.0. Box 457

wright, wY 82732
November 17, 1991

4r. James . Monroe
Casper District Office
Bureau of Land Hanagement
1701 East 'E' Street
Casper, WY 826801

Dear Mr. Honrae
WEST BLACK THUNDER ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

The present state and federal environmental controls are
functioning commendably in controlling land, water, and air quality
in the state of Wyoming. Our envirdnment is a valuable asset to
our state, and our land and resourcas aust be preserved for future
generations. The Bureau of Land Management's caraful asaessment is
“necessary to keep in alignment with our environment.

\
The Thunder Basin Coal Company recently vequested an additional
Federal coal lease west of the existing Black Thunder Mine, which
ill extend the life of this aine an additional 13 years. The
granting of this lease will allow Campbell County agd the state of
V¥yoming to continue to bemsfit from ita minersliwéalth in the
future as well as now. The present mine plan indicates a decrease
in production after 1996 with a closure in 2017, which results in
declining employment sffecting not only employees st the mine, but
alsc the support jobs created for each full-time position at
Thunder 8asin Coal Company. This company’s annual payrall of $22.3
million greatly impacts the towns of Wright and Gillette.

As we all know, Campbell County's sineral royalties are invaluable
to the federal government and the state of Wyoming. This new caal
lease will generate $250 million In royalties with Wyoming
receiving approximately 50 percent.

The empioyees of Thunder Basin Gaosl Coampany take pride in their
mining and reclamation of the land, Their amany environmental
awards demonstrate the value that s placed on praserving the
wildlife and land of our great state. I strongly agree with a
poaitive recommendation of the environmental assessaent of this

lesse, which adequately covers the proposed action. As an
interastad party, [ will carefully track the progress of this
process. I expect you, d¥r. Monroe, to voice my opinion in this
matter.

Sincerely

4/2n Wr?/t%

JoAnn Mourich

|
Mra. JoAnn Mourich
?.0. Box 457
Wright, WY 82732
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Hoveamber 20, 1991

Hr. James Monroe

BLM Casper Ofstrict Office
1701 fast "E' Street
Casper, WY 82601

Qear Hr. Konroe:

I would 1ike to take this opportunity to voice my support of Thunder Basin Coal
Company’s (TBCC) proposed West Black Thundar Leasa by Application (LBA). The
benefits to Campball County and the State of ¥yoming by your {ssuanca of this LBA
far outwaigh the minor impacts associated with the B8lack Thunder aining
operation. TBCC contributes greatly to the local and state economias in the forn
of salaries, taxes, and Federal royalties (half of which are returned to the
State of Wyoming).

The numpber of jobs at the mine, those in support of the atning operation
{contractors and vendors) as wall as those in the community that would be
directly affected by denial of the proposed LBA. The West 8lack Thunder LBA
would extend the 1ife of the 8lack Thunder Mine by up to 13 years. If the LBA
was not issued, thesa jobs and the assoclated money antering into the local and
state coffers could stop at the end of the current lease as afning ceases and
workers of all types leave the area to find jobs.

YBCC has an excellent history of reclamation efforts as ayidenced by their being
awarded the ¥yoming Excellence in Surfice Mining and Reclamation Flirst Place
Award 1n 1987, 1988, and 1989 and Honorable Mantion in 1987 and 1990. Mining
impacts to the areas ground water environment have also been fourd to be much
less than predicted by preaining models,

With the above in mind, | would strongly support the issuance of the West Black
Thunder L8A as an extansion of the 8lack Thunder Mine.

Sincerely,
Martin ¥. Stearns

§602 Xatrina Avenue
Gillette, WY 82716
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Kovesbar 26, 1991

Hr. James Monroa = | .
8Li Casper District Office {
1701 East *E" Street ¢
Casper, WY 82601

RE: West Black Thunder Maintenance Tract Lease Application

Dear Hr. Monroe: (

This letter is in response to the public comment notice an Thunder

fasin Coal Company’s (TBCC) West Black Thunder maintenance tract |
lease application. As a proud employee of T8CC { wauld like to k
communicate some observations regarding TBCC's cormitment to the
environment and its employees. f
Y

1 joined TBCC's Environmental Team {n June of 1990. Since that time
1 have observed the total dedication of YBCC in guarantesing that
the post-mining environmental quality is equai to or above that of
pre-mining, 1 continue to be overwhzlmed by the caliber of <
rectamation which has becoms the standard of excellence in the
Powder River Basin. TBCC has been and will continue to be an
anvironsentally responsible corporate citizen, This policy s §
{11ustrated daily from corporats management to field personnel . Q.

In addition ta its strides in the environmental fleld, TBCC aiso
provides superior jobs for the citizens of ¥Wyoming and continues to
be a major contributor to the States economy.

Considering the above factors, [ genuinely hope that the West Black
Thunder tract lease appiication wili be approved.

{
Sincerely, (

é‘mﬂﬂ H Shat ;
Sonita K. Short !

Environsental Engineer
Gillette, ¥yoaming (

uan(ad)
wyw HeAn

1114 E. 9TH Street
Gillette Wyo. 82716
November 22, 1991

James W. Monroe
BLM Casper District Office
1701 East 'E' Street
Casper, Wyo. 8260!

Dear Mr. Monroe:

This letter is in regard to the federal coal lease application for
West Black Thunder by Thunder Basin Coal Co. | am an empioyre
of Black Thunder conicerned about the future of my job; also, 1
would like ta point out facts which should be considered as good
stewardship of public lands. My respect and knowledge of land
managernent stermns {rom being raised on a ranch where values of
production and preservation work together. The office of the
Bureau of Land Management 15 entrusted to administer these lands
in the best interest of the American pubiic for present as wall as
future generations.

During the past twelve years of working in pit operations,
Black Thunder Mine has grown from preduction levels of ten
million to thirty million tons of coal per year. The nature of my
Job provides a chance to observe first-hand the effects of mining on
the environment and wildlife. These qualities are two areas most
visually noticeable and must be maintained or (mproved to
preserve the integrity of the land, Quality of this semni-and land
appear vastly improved when reclamation efforts have concluded.
The land is more productive in termns of natural habitat in regard
to the amount and quality of grasses, shrubs and other native
species which now grow. Successful reclamation of the land also
leads to improved habitat for wildlife in this area, The numbers of
deer, antelop, eik, eagles, hawks; fox, and many other amimals to
numerous to mentlon continue to flourish and grow

As admunistrator of lands for the American public, your
position must be to provide the greatest return today without
jeopardizing the ntegrity of the land for future generations. The

{
presence of coal on this isolated and otherwise obscure tract of land
provides you with the chaliange of not only providing a sizable
income by leasing the land for the coal reserves, but also,
improving the quality of this land for future generations. Coal {
which fuels generators that provide this nation with electricity 15
at the mature stage of usefullness. This natural resource wiil
propel America and the world into the next century; however, {
future generations at some point in tume will find an alternate N
source of power to provide electricity. Strict laws enacted by the
State of Wyoming in conjuction with federal laws will assure
present and future generations of quality public land. [ encourage
the approval of this application which is in the best interest of ail
ctizens. Please find attached a list of awards supporung
environmental responsibility.

Sincerely, {

Copd o

Ralph Olsen
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1 Dear Mr. Honroe,
Movember 29, 1991 H
’ Vi : I am writing to you 1n suppart of the proposed sale of
' the West Black Thunder Coal Lease. Thunder Basin Coal
) Company |TBCC) is a leader in the Powder River Basin not only
Hr. James Honroe ; in production but in environmental concecrns. AS you are
SLM Casper Dtstrict Office + probably aware, TBCC has over the years been awarded many
1701 £ast “E° Street environmental awards. Because of these efforts, ve at the
Casper, WY 82601 @ine enjoy the preaence of Eagles, Antelope, Deer, Elk and
f many other birds and animals. Only through commitment and
hard work are we able to achieve such success.
RE: West Black Thunder Oraft Envirormental Assessmant
1 am proud to work for TBCC and am proud of our
Dear Hr. Honroe: accomplishments over the years. TBCC is a responsible
corporate citizen and is committed to doing things right.
i'm writing to you in support of the West Black Thunder (¥BT) Again, this only happens with commitment and hard work.
saintenance tract lease that Thunder Basin Coal Company (TBLC) has
applied for.  ’ve been esployed by TBLC as a revegetation This lease could amake a difference in the future of many
spacialist for over eight (8) years and take great pride in the of the nearly 500 people employed at the mine now. I want to
exesplary reclamation achieved at the Black Thundar Hine (BTH). see TBCC grow, and along with it, the state and local
community. For this to happen, West 8lack Thunder must become
As an employes [ take great interest in tha fact that the W8T coal a reality. [ urge you to support this sale, not because of ay
Jease could axtend the 1ife of tha BTM up to thirteen (i3) years views, but because of TBCC's track recard over the years.
while providing a tremendous imeunt of revenue to the state of
Hyoaing and the federal governsmant.
In summary, 1 belfave the W8T environkental assesseant more than
adequately addresses the environmental impacts that could resulft Sincerely,
from leasing and mining the WBT maintenance tract.
Weow Crrewsnldy
Sincarely,
Jim Van Eamerik
Robert L. Hoore .
Gillette, Wyoming
.
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November 27, 1991

Mr. James W. Monroe:

As a concerned employee of Thunder Basin Coal Company, [ am compeiled to voice
my opinion regarding the West 8lack Thunder Environmental Assessment. [ am very
much in favor of the release of this tract; not only because it will have an
impact as to my immediate employment at Black Thunder Mine, but also impact many
other employees and secondary jobs within Campbell County.

I am very proud to mention, and 1t is also on record, the very fine track record
of Thunder Basin Coal Company in co-existing of operations to the environment.

Your favorable consideration will be much appreciated.

?

Sincerely{, -

Dave Shrum

0s/061

i

Fred Schmitz ® POB 2323 8 Wright.

Wyoming §!
November 28, 1991

Mr. James Monroe

BLM Casper District Office
170%F East “E" Street
Casper, WY 82601

Re: Federal Coal Lease Application WYWL18907

Mr. ¥onroe. [ resolutely urge the approval of the federai Coal Lease
aApplication %¥YW118907. This Approval just makes good common sociai,
economic and environmental sense.

Since you are aware of the positive social and economic contributions
the Thundar 8asin Coal Company makes to the citizens . »yuming ind
the Nation, [ would like to give vou some first-hand :insight to the
enviroamental 1isaue.

The men and women who operate the mining and processing squipment ac
the Black Thunder and Coal Creek mines know and practice the
connection between their daily work activities and environmental
preservation. They conduct their work to elimipate or mimimize dust
generation, preserve water quaklity and usage. and produce the best
reclaimed land possible. This 13 accomplished while producing
substantlal quantities of sxcellent quality coal, safely.

It appears as though the Powder River B8asin has sustained more
environmental scruciny than any aining district on the globe. Yora
environmental agsesements at thls time. which would stall 3LM approval
of WYWL18907, are unnecessary. further. your lease-by-applicacion
process 13 appropriate for the extractive industries. It ultimactely
contalns price to consumers of the nation.

I urge this approval as a citizen of the city of 9right,
and as a concerned employee of the
Please consider me a resource if you

Mr. Monroe.
Campbell County and Wyoming,
Thunder Basin Coal Company.
require popular support.

Enjoy a good day and continued success.

Sincerely.

Fred Schmi t;

155




43
Zuao (Laa)

AU I8RO

AR

6802 Sleepy Hollow 8lvd.
Gillette, Wy 32716 i

Mc Jumes W. Monroe
BLM.  Casper District Office
1101 East ‘g’ Street

November 29, 1991

. Cosper . NY. _B260! AT
- o P Hr. James ¥, Honroe
, BLM Casper District Office £
Dear Mo Monroe: . . 1701 East "€ Street {
V. Casper, WY 82601
I wWewid like you v kaow +hat T Strensly RE: Lease Application {
Supperd  the lease of west Black Thunder Dear Mr. Monroe: )
“+h Y [
+e e Thunder Basin oo empany I am writing this letier to you and your staff at the Bureau of Land Management (
asking for your support on the upcoming lease application for Thueder Basin Coal
' W Company. This regquest by Thunder Basin Coal for the West 8lack Thunder lease
Thunder Basia (oal Qoempany as rouen wil] have a major impact on the Future for the Black Thunder Minme. £
Fred Mining  operodion  Can Suceisfuly co exist {
N int . f’ ’ { have worked for Thunder Basia Coal Co. for approximately six years along with
L Wih +he nvironmenf, 2ight years at two other Powder Basin coai companies. [ have, thraugh the years
since [ came here in 1977, seen substantiai growth in Campbeil County. This é
growth was abled by the B.L.M. granting federal land for the use of extracting

coal. Many families, including my own, have established roots in Campbeil
County. These roots were initially set because of the appealing wages and ,
. salaries. But as my family and [ have grown with the expansion in Campbell {
- County, we now call this home. Without the additional leases, not only for
Thunder 8asin but for all the operators, someday we or our children may not enjoy
the employment opportunities that we presently have. €

,A . . { ask you to grant Thunder Basin Coa) Company the West B8lack Thunder lease, for
the future of the Black Thunder Mine and Campbeil County. ,
. Sin:e? R i
g (
(\

Robert A. McCreary
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Decomber 1, 1991

1707 Esst "E° Streat J
| P,

{ em an empiloyes of Thunder Basin Cosl Comparny, and | am writing to support the Weat Black
Thunder coal lesee sale to our company,
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providing fobe and tax revenue wal into the future.
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yeara which will continue ta employ people, create secondary jons
ang pump millicns af rayalty dallars i1nto Wyeming econamy.

fhunder Basin's $trong environmentai track record, coupled with
emoloyee orige, nas me convinced thnat Black Thunder will cantinue
nac only as a top producer bubt alsc contlnue to dotain awards for
their environmental excellance.

Black Thunder 1s a role model in todays mining industry and it

shows 1n all armag that they encounter. Again, for tha reascns

stated above, [ support the West Black Thunder Lease.

Sinceraly,
A A
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8161 Chukar Orive ?.0.) Box 221
Gilletre, WY g | wmo3gt Moortroft, WY 82721
82716 -
204w
James W. Monroe Hovember 29, 1991 Tdou A
BLM Casper District Office S22 9 T2 a e
1701 East 'E’ Street H AQ BRA
Casper, WY Hr. James . Monros i Tom_ Tmma_
82601 8LM Casper District Office LAR A
1701 East "E" Street Gen . L Row
Dear Mr. Monrea, Casper, WY 82601 .—"‘C‘R“u_
I am writing in support of the West Black Thundaer Environmantal Qear Mr. Manroe:
Asssgsmant. [ write as a citizen of Campbell County and as an
employee and Manager of Enginsering of Thunder Basin Coal ' 1 am sending this letter to express my support for the lease of the West Black
Company . Thunder coal tract to Fhunder Basin Coal Company.
I have been Lnvolved in the discussions and planning for the The State of Hyoming and all Wyoming people will benefit from the lease. 8y
maintenance lesase concept that avolved over two years ago. extending the |ife of the Black Thunder Mine many jobs will be maintained and new
Today, we stand approximately five years from a production ! jabs will be created.
decline at the Black Thunder Mine if the current rasarve base is
not increased. The maintenance lease concept fundamentally X } Thunder 8asin Coal Co. has an annual payroil of approximately $22.5 million and
allows coal mines to plan reserva additions in concert with thair for every full tima position at the mine, at least one secondary job is created.
customer’s, the utility’s, planning horizons. This planning §
process provides continuity to the communities, the work forces, ' [ these times of financial shortcomings the State of Wyoming is experiencing,
and the businesses of the region. This procesa is prudent for ) it makes good sense to allow the lease to be granted as the state will receive
all concerned. H one half of the royalties generated. This amount will be on order of 5128
\ million.
T am proud to ba an employee of Thundar Basin Coal Company i
because the CEOQ of our parent company, ARCO, has statad that we ! 1 believe some of the groups opposing the sale of this lease have interests other
must work from the same side of the table as the requlators, than environmental grotection. Thunder B8asin Coal Co. has received numerous
environmental groups, neighbors, and all others who may have state and national awards for its reclamation efforts. [t is obvious, when
conflict with the interests of Thunder Basin Coal Company. _This ! viewing the reclaimed lands, that the land is much better than its original
Environmental Assesament has tried to answer all the known issues condition, therefore one has to believe the opposing groups have motives that
from these groups. Thunder Basin Coal Company will continue to t will harm the State of Wyoming and its people.
work from the same side of the table with these groups. i
_There are many other ways that Thunder Basin Coal Co. has demonstrated that it
The'lease sa}e for Hest Black Thunder; should proceed on schedule. is a respected corperate citizen. The company has shown strong community support
It is an action that is in the best interest of the people of by donating money and materials to scheols and charitable organizations ia
Campbell County and Wyoming. Campbell, Crook and Weston counties. Thunder Basin Coal co. has maintained an
excellent working relationship with the ranching conmunity through effective and
reqular comeunication. [t has also worked with and supported various community
. » emergency agencies such as amoulance services and fire departments.
Sincerely; l
7 7 1 It is my hope that you will grant the lease sale to Thunder Basin Coal Co. Thank
ol M i you for considering my opinion.
%zﬁ_& o
i
) i Sincerely,
Kenneth R. Miller
| bt 7 Bl
: Albert A. 81akeman
; A8/td
48 " 9 S0z
oo (La4) 4 S430(.84)
wyw 18907 WYWgA0 |
December 3, 1991
Mr. James Monroe
8LY4 Casper District Office
1701 East "E" Street
Casper, Wy. 82601
re: Federal Coal Application WYWi1i3907
West Black Thunder
Dear Mr. Monroe:
This ia to express my support of the BLM's Coal (Lease-by
Application process. Especially 1n view of Thunder Basin Coal
Company's intersst in West Black Thunder.
. . M
EEN é:’:::rwbls::::: Cffice It is with pride that I, as an =mployee, of TBCC see the
L701 East € Street contributions that we make to the people of Campbell Couaty, both
Casper, Wyeming 82601 on a personal and a monetary level. Tax doilars are vary important
! to the city, county, state and federal governments.
.S n
r. James Manroe: We are proud of the effort and concerns of our fellow workers in
I am writing this letter to show my support for the West Black the environmental goals set by our company. [t is evident when
Ihunder Leasa that Black Thunder is trying to obtain. ;‘;":l{zg:zo‘n";:!fcf:":i‘fh:‘;“:: Iy ;gég area that the saviroament is
i § th 3
wasc 3lack Thunder will extend the life of the mine by uo to | This lease would extend the life af the mine considerabis.

Thereby snabling many people to acttain & satisfactory life~style

without detrimeat to the land on which we depend.
{ urge vou to confirm approval of the referenced applicazion.

Sincerely Yours. A

U ilidernd Lobind

William 3. Babcock

Mine Operation Supervisaer
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L70t EZast "E” reet ;
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a8 / 7 /.J éé’
re: Federal Coal Application WYWL18907 AN/ e A / %&"4/ j‘- /Nﬂ/é/ — £
west Blacx Thunder / . A
Z. P /Z{ ._/{4142’2
Dear 4r. Monroe: ’ ///'/
B

This is to express my support of the BLM’S Coal Lease-by ./
spplication process. Especially in view of Thunder Basin Coal 1/4"/7".,//,
Company's interest in %est 3lack Thunder.

It is with pride that [, as an emplovee, of TBCC see the //
contributions that we make to the pecple of Campbell County, both ; /?‘/w%//‘/mf/? é
on a personal and a monetary levei. Tax dollars are very important Lo
to the city, county, state and federal governments. JWW / M@’% Lty

A

iie are proud of the effort and concerns of our fellow workers tn ///{///"‘W;ﬂ < /(/{/ o M
the environmental goals set by our company. It is evident when
looking at the accomplishments in this area that the environament Ls /&(// AR /% /ga/g (,4‘ _,//7'/
of great concern to all of us at TBCC. ‘/

) o ) N . 44//« z/ /Wﬁw,,&bazé
This lemse woulid extend the i:fe of the mine considerabiy.
Thereby =nabling many people to attain a satisfactory life-style P o il / 4/
without detriment to the land on which we depend. /’V / o /
: ,,& 2 A Ly ,/
[ urge you to confirm approval of the referenced application. "’{W L, //%
ere]g:’ ?/ Zj?«(/ ey / (
Ll o AL 4/’
Roger n. Johnson 7 ‘W”
Mine Dperation Supervisor '
CASFER B
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52 Ras (L) 53 A-ao(ian .(
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December 3, 199t _ _(ﬂ
S fu .}
— YRR
Mr. James Monroe <o o y - (
aLM Casper District Office =200 R, TN aenAe |
1701 East "E" Street )
Casper, wy. 82601 {
N 3 & B - _ S
re: Federal Coal Application WYW118907 \l [CVERNN \.“ Joucon o‘x KS-«.LCK: [JauuN; -
fest Black Thunder cht\& 2xpandiing . The RaciRer O 23demtion
fear 8r. Honroe: SAOSELC oo EOANERIS PR xC'\/L“f\&A.\ﬁQ \_\

This 13 to express my support of the BLM's Coal Lease-by R
spplication process. Especialiv in view of Thunder Basin Coal LWM C:LLT\‘LMS- A‘D Qo \.C'Q)L.‘ \_w »_,u_uu,\. gk{
Company’s interest in West Black Thunder. C&N'\& \,\;&.ﬂi\ \,\, 'C\Sg s e ‘W_) o

ft is with pride that [, as an emplovee, of TBCC see the L
contributions that we make to the peaple of Campbell County, both v*r\\,)(\._\,t.‘(_&& Wﬁ,\ﬁ_ Q\ m [ ataY Jaﬁ\,@,\g :s(« &
on a personai and a monetary level. Tax dollars are very important Q X <
to the city, county, atace and federal governments, \S'\'_‘a\_\_ LLOD Qc:vr\,pg.w\,u.;lm‘ oty (

We are proud of the effort and concerns of our fallow workers in Leul s S C&Q)N;,Q,_\(& ) - ‘
the envirnnmental goals set by our company. It is evident when
looking at the accomplishments in this ares that the snvironment is L {
»f great zoncern to all of us at TBCC. % ‘

w\pd\_i_ e —

This lease would extend the Life of the mine considerably. )
Thereby enabling many people to attain a satisfactocy life-style B 4/4/"4(&'*%”{,,, . {
without detriment o the land on which we depend. ) Y

w&s&c«,m,\_ Naslen raGonae—.

{ urge rou to confirm approval of the refsrenced application. (

Slncerely Yours, - e - — -
o 40 4 2t o 130 W Wanbewe . (
Linda 0. Ditch
Clerk . AQ,\‘ Q7. ST
QA
L Al0Ese Wy 3 Ne (
i
, R0 -LA-d . :
o {
T o i {
¢
T ) {
{ —
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Mr, James Monroe
3LH Casner District Office
1701 fast '€’ St,
Casper, WY 92601

Dear r. Monroe,

{ am writing this letter with reqard to the iest 8lack Thunder environ-
mental asséssment.

As 4 concerned Hyaming citizen and Thunder 3asin Coal Comoany emplovee,
i see the West 3lack thunder lease to he of great importnace not anly to
the future of my employer, but alse :yvomina's economic future,

The orasant Black Thunder Mine coal nroduction Forecast shows a decline
in oroduction in this dacade, and & mine closure in or near the year 2017.
corimatas inoicate that the West 8lack Thunder lease would extend the life
3f =he 3lack Thunder “tine ov aoproximatelv 13 vears.

There ire several reasons why an extended mine tife for the 8lack
Thunder Mine is in tne dest interest of yoming.

Currently, our mine empioys over 500 peonle of northeast Wyoming, and

at feast one secondary supgort job is created for each full-time position
at Black Thunder. As you can see, the longevity of the Black Thunder Mine
is imparative to the employment future for a large aumper of Wyvoming
citizens.

Aside from being a solid Wyvoming emnlover, the Black Thunder Mine is a
strong Wyoming corporate citizen. [ am proud to work for 3 comnany
that is conscious of the importance of gur environment, and so widely
recognized for environmental reclamation. (t is truly a qood feeling
to work with a company that can draw natural resources from our earth
without destroying it.

Also, the 8lack Thunder Mine orovides a great deal of economic strength
for our state in the forms of income, state royaities, and general
comerce.

for these reasons, sir, i urae vou to look Favorably ubon the iest Black
Thunder lease.

tncesely.

et

X TN e
Steven 2, Lewds

57
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James W. Monroe

BLM Casoer District Office
1701 East E Street
Casper, WY 82801

Dear Mr. Monroe

As an emplovee of Thunder Basin Coal Company I have first
hang knowledge of the mining process. [ am well aware of
now deeply committed to protecting the environment and
supporting the community that Thunoar Basin Coal Company
during 1ts daily mining activities. These statemants may
sewm bold and prejudiced by the fact I am emoloyed by
Thunder Basin Coal Company. Until you consider the track
racord of community tnvolvement, numercus environmental
awards receieved by the company and the tax dasa support
provided oy the mining activities. With this in mind {
request vour support for aporoval of the west black thunder

Sincerly: @o‘?da a3

Douglas A. Freeland
322 Willeow Creek Or.
Wright , WY 82732
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December 3, 1991
dwao (LBAY {
- w W sd07
ﬂ.?d/\ e’ L 4&_ 3 James W. Honroe )
;‘ e j £ Lrtee ”"?/ BLM Casper District Office {
] IEST 1701 €ast '€ Street g
deppot 7; , WEST Bistck Thunde— ,A'm Casper. Wy 82601
) I palive g W enct ¢
bot 4h . N 3 West Black Thunder Environmental Assessmant :
Aave worked oh Ge Sgrolin fioen Fsin. cond RE
W@f@ s Jirttht geed. T et T Dear Hr. Hoaroe: {
m J‘/ ;" é‘l : ’ ’: A
‘ —? W%W =/ {’m taking this opportunity to provide some key discussion paints for gou to
! » W M ‘ consider in the West Black Thunder environmental assessment. {
g’m a, ot d%i/; ey
7 Y d [t has been the general practice of Thunder Basin Coal Company to give primary
‘ZMWM consideration to safety and environmental issues when there is competition with /7
! econamic Factors. They have an established and proven track record, particularty (
7 in the environmental reclamation effort as indicated by the numerous State and
/}7 Md\ Federal awards they nave received over each of the last five years.
- —— With the additional tonnage provided in the West Black Thunder tract., Thunder {
5/4 ﬂ/’m <. Basin Coal empioyees will be assured of extended empioyment beyond the year 2000.
. This would not oniy secure employment for TBCC empioyees, but also help the State
d/zM, W m{ of Wyoming by providing additional royalties amounting to §125 million. Alsec. {\
. N at least one support job is created for each full-time position at TBCC, thus
63477) éﬂ'é%i‘] . propagating the State and locai sconomy.
Thunder Basin Coal employees truly have pride in the fact that mining operations {
can successfully co-exist with the environment.
{ ask that you carefuily consider these puints [ have menlioned as you progress g
in the environmenta} aslessment of the West Black Thunder lease tract. L
Sincerely, . (
Arne G.’Ra)al? - é
{
A3
61
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December 3, 1391

Mr. James ‘Menroe

BLM lasper District Office
L7210 East "E Street
Casper, Wy. 32601

re: Feaeral Coal Application WYW118907
West Black Thunder

Dear Mr. “Monroe:
This 1s to express my support of the BLM's Coal Lease-by

ipplization process. Especially in view of Thunder 3asin Coal
ilompany's interest in West Black Thunaer.

it 1s with pride that [, as an employves, of TBCC sees the
tributions that we make to the peoplie of Campbell County., poth
an a parsonal and a monetary leval, Tax dollars ars very important
t3 -he city, county, state and federal governments.

W“e are proud of the effort and soncerns of our fellow workers in
~he =2nvironmental goals set by our company. [t is evident when
laoking it the accomplisnments in thls area that the esnvironment s
3¢ 3great sonceen o all of us at TBCC,

This ie=ase would extend thne iife of :he mine considerably.
Thereb> s=nabi:ng many people to attain a satisfactory life-stvie
without detriment to the land on which we depend.

! irge rou to confirm approval of ced application.

Sincerely Y

James £, daftens
Mine Operations Supscvisor

December J, 1391

Mr. James Honroe

8Ly Zasper District Office
1731 East "E” Street g
Casper, Wy. 82501 (

Re: Federal Coal Application Wywii8307 .
west Black Thunder {

Dear Mr. Monroe:

This is to axpress ay support of the BLiI's Joal tease-by
application process, Especially in view of Thunder Basin coat
Company's interest in West Black Thunder,

[t is with pride that [, as an =2mplovee, of TBCC see the(
contributions that we make to the people 2f Camppbell Tounty, bdorh
on a personal and a monetary ievel. Tax dollars are very important
Lo the city, county, state and federal governments.

We ars proud of the effort and concerns of ou
the environmental Zoals set oy our company.
looking at the accompl:shments i1n this area that
af great concern to all of us at TBCC.

This tease would extend the life of tne mine cons
Theraby =nabling manvy penple to attain a sacisfaceory
without detriment o the land on which we depend.

{ arge vou to confirm approvai of the refersnced appi:isac:ion. |

Yours.

Sincersl
A

7
| CASFER BB S. J. smart
Mine Operations Engineer

S04 N
AN A, /
R W Y {
LAO_ _ERA :
TorR_ Trma_ ' )
_AR TPeA_ {
| __RGH ., Lasd Rep :
__RGR .. Lud R |
{
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Dear Hr. Monroa:

I am vriting in support of Thunder B3as. a
obtaining the West Black Thunder lea .tn’!:rnj-:o:::;‘:
oys approximately 500 peopla ln Campball
full time poaition st Thunder Basin
t one secondary job is creatsd. The
growth and success of this company has had a vary
positive impact on tha econcmic development of both
Wright and Gilletts over the last ten years.

In addition to baing ona of tha laading coal producers i
tha United S§tates, Thunder Basin Coal gn!p.ny h-:
i;::“”r:‘ Zuur:;ui environmental recognition awards. In
undar sin Coal Company vas th

:tll:té: Richfield 'lplnrli .‘r.AEuirﬂimc ne
VBT or Wildlife Habitant Developmant and Enhancesant
of Mined land. Thunder Basin Coal Cowpany has 4om::d
thia $25,000 avard to further research and development of
environsantal projects. This action clearly demcnstratea
Thunder Basin Coal Company's commitmant to protacting tha
environment nov, and in years to coma.

Baing & racent collega graduate, Thundar Basin Coal
Company has given me the opportunity to grov and davelop
within a major American Cowpany whils 1living in the
northwest raegion. This ia an opportunity that,
unfortunataly, many of my collesgues were not abla to
enjoy dua to the lack of lndustry in our ragion.

Please help Thunder Baein Coal Company remain ona of the

laading coal producars in Wyeming. Conglder =y T t
to support the West Black Thundar “Jeagar ¥ roduas

Sincarsly,

Julia/r.
Satety

SHEs (L84
Wiw BaeT

3-Dec-91

James W, Monroe

BLM Casper Distric Office
1701 East '£' Street
Casper, WY 82601

RE: VWest Black Thunder Environmantal Assesszent
Cear Mr. Monroe:

first and Foremost, as a native senior citizen of Campbel) County raised on 2
ranch in northern Campbell County and receiving my education from Campbell County
schoals, and with several children who are natives of this state. { believe I can
speak with direct experience regarding the positive effect thac Coal mining de-
velopment and production has brought to this county and to the State of Myoming.
£ducation, work ooportunity and community development have resulted from Coal
Mining and because of this, my children who have chosen to stay in their native
state of Wyoming have not been forced to ieave the siate lo seek adequate
employment. Every educational and working choice has been theirs to develop and
obtain the most benefit from their efforts and abilities. So few states have
that kind of advantage for the younger worker and still be abie to retain a
protection of the environment for urban, rural and racreational areas.

Raised to respect the lands and water, it gives me deep satisfaction to see these
recovered and restored from mining operations to an even pettar quality than the
original state at so many Campbeil County Coal mines.

* Secondly, as a senior citizen employee of Thunder Basin Coal Comoany, | have very

closely observed the mining and restoration processes of 8lack Thunder Mine for
about ten years, In spite of a period of dryness and law water taples, [ have
seen very little pollution of the air and have watched the land restored to a
quality of range Tand far exceeding its ariginal state. [ have alsa watched the
mining operation progress in such a way as to protect then restore and enhance
the water ways. | have observed the taxation imposed an every ton of coal loaded
and haulad from this mine for rehabilitation and recovery of the lands at eastern
states coal mining operations and noted that the time would not ever come when
such a tax would be necessary to restore the lands here. { have had to stop
many many times while traveling to and from and on the mine stte to allow the
wild animal life to go their natural ways undisturbed by the mining operations
around them. [ see the many Environmentai awards that this Company has received
(see attached sheet) and watch the extraordinary efforts and dedication of the
Company empioyees who make this Company, worthy of such awards and recognition.
1 see the Payroll and Taxes generated Dy the operation of Thunder Basin Coal
Company and the strong efforts made to build and sustain ever better commupities
by TBCC emplayees. [ see every affort made to maintain a safe working
environment so each employee need not work in hazardous conditions.

[ see the efforts of those who are poorly informed or easily misguided who
condemn mining operations and yet they and their families are among the first to
enjoy the bemefits to the community and the state from those very same mining
operations.

1 urge you, Mr. Monroe, to reach a positive decision about the West 8lack Thunder
€nvironmental assessment and proceed with confidence so that the future of
harvesting one of Wyoming’s most valuable resources may come ta pass extending
both the Jife of this mine and the power utilized from this otherwise wasted
resource.

Thank you for your attention to my request.

Sincerely yours,

Wletelised ] Wkl

Kathleen M. Waiker
Box 404
Hright, WY 82732

:Enc

ENVIRGHMENTAL AWARDS

« 1991 ARCO Environmental Achievement Award for Wildlife Habitat Pevelopment and
Enhancemant on Mined Land - $25,000 awarded to further research and develogment
of environmental and ecological projects.

» Honorable Mention 1990 Wyaming Excellence in Surface Mining and Reclamation for
*Innovative Revegetation Technalogy®.

* 1990 Spscial Merit Recognition for "Wildlife Habitat Develapment and
Enhancement* from the Hatfomal Environmental Awards Councii.

+ 1989 Outstanding Conservation Award from the National Institute for Urban
Wildlife for *Construction of Replacement Reservoir 26-SR-1%.

* First Place 1989 Wyoming Excellence {n Surface Mining and Reclamatian Award for
*Wildlife Habitat Development and Enhancement’.

* First Place 1988 Wyoming excellence in Surface Mining and Reclamation Award for
the *Rocky Hill Coal Gasification Land Farm Project”.

« Honorable Mention 1987 Wyoming Excellenca in Surface Mining and Reclamation
Award for *Construction of Rockpile Habitat for Smai} Mammals and Raptors'.

+ First Place 1987 Wyoming Excellence in Surface Mining and Reclamation Award for
*Construction of Replacemant Reservoir 26-SR-1".

161




Sean((B4)

WYL 150 T

December 3, 1991

James W. Monroe

BLM Casper District Office
1701 East E Streat

Casper, Wy 82601

Dear Mr. Monroe:

1 have been an employee of Thunder Basin Coal Company for
the last eight years and [ support the West Black Thunder
Lease. puring my employment at Thunder Basin Coal
company 1 have witnessad the company's strong
environmental reclamation program succassfully restore
the mined land. I[n addition, Thunder Basin Coal Company
has received numerous environmental achievament awards in
the past few years.

Please consider my suppert of the West Black Thunder
iease.

Sinceraly,

%ﬁ&?"@z—#
Karl“’7. Mattix
safety Advisor
Thunder Basin Coal Company

T

Decermber 3, 1991

James . Hanroe

8LM Casper District 0ffic
1701 East '€ Street
Casper, Wyoming 82601

Qear Mr. Monroe:

[ am writing in regard to the West Black Thunder Environmental ¢
Assessment. | have been employed by Thunder 8asin Coal Company at
the Black Thunder Mine since August of 1976. aving lived in
Wyoming for close to 30 years with a deep respect for wildlife and ¢
the outdaors, [ initially had some concerns avout the affect of {
mining on our beautiful state. Hone of my concerns ever became
reality. The land where mining has been completed is restored to P
far better grass and productivity than was there prior to mining. €
This is no accident, a serious commitment to restoring the land,
that goes beyond regulatory requirements, has nbtained these
results. €

The additional coal reserves in the West B8lack Thunder lease
application are critical to my future as weil as the future of 300 .
friends and co-workers. Many of us plan to retire here, if {
possible, so these additional reserves are important to us. Ffailure
to obtain West Black Thunder will most likely result in decreased
coal shipments from 1996 into the future which tramslates to fewer
jobs and less tax paying citizens. (

Please move forward with the dest Black Thunder Environmental
Assassment as rapigly as possible. The gesitive impacts are rézi
and are many in number. The possible negative impacts ire onty £
speculation (with no basis in fact) and are few 1a numoer from i
very vocal minority most of whom don’t even live 1n this area.

Sincerely, {
AT (

Jerry Stanart

10389 Hwy. 39

Gillette, Wyoming 82716 I
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James W. Honroe _AO_  _BRA__ Jamas W. Honroe
8LH Caspar Distriet Office OSR__ __NPA_ BLM Caspar District Office
1701 fasc ‘B’ Strest TRl A 1701 Fast ‘B’ Street
Caspar, WY 82601 RGR.—-.‘-”“‘M Casper, WY 826@1
= ROR OO RE

Dear Mr. Honroes

fhunder BSasin Coal Cospany is a responsible company that takes cars of the
environment. They smployee a departmant of well aducaced and well trained people in
their savironmental department.

Thay comply with fedaral and state requlacions in regard to re-establishing ained
areas. Thay aven go over and above what the fedaral and stata raquires for reclaiming
mined areas.

They pay burdensome taxes hoth state and fedecral. These taxas support the agencies
that try to put them out of bualness.

Thay amployee in excass of 509 peopla. The peopls they employee also pay taxes on
the wages they sarn and they contribuce grsatly to the local econoay.

I you want to invesctigata somathing worthwhile, you should invastigate these
savironmencalist such as the Sierra Club for subversive activists. Some zembers of the
Pawder River Resources Council have ultarior sotives for their involvement in the group.
They want to kaep the coal businese back in the sastarn states until they can organize
the local aines. The reason being the eastern coal people are all union and this is
where their funds coee froa.

I teel chat the approval should ba given to the West Black Thunder lease it will
banefit the comsunity and the governmant.
s '
Zi b
_,/Jack Hatheson
PO Box 622
Wright, Wy 82732

Dear Hr. Monroe:

Thunder Basin Coal Company is a responsible company that takes care of the
snvironmant. They employee a departmant of well sducated and wall trained pasopie in
their environmental department.

They comply with federal and stacta requlations in regard to re-establishing ained
areas. They svan go over and above what the fsderal. and stata requires for reclaiming
Bined arean.

They pay hurdansome taxes both state and federal. Thess taxes support the agencies
that try to put them out of business,

Thay smployse in excass of 50@ people. The pecple they employes also pay taxes on
the wages they earh and they contributa greatly to the local economy.

-

If you wvant to investigate something worthwhils, fyou shouid investigate Chese
environmentalist such as the jlarra Club for subversive activists. Sose sempers of the
Powdar River Remources Council have ultsrior motives for thair involvemsent in the group.
They want to kesp the coal business back in the sastern statas until they can organize
the local sines. The rsason being the sastsrn coal people are all union and cnis is
whare their funds come from.

I feel that the approval should be given to the West Black Thunder lease it will

benefit the comsunity and tha govarmment.

Cassie Camarer
1 Starra Drive
Gillatta, NY 82716
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A% A NATIVE OF WYGMING SNDG A XEIIDENT OF a 3maLL A eeal
MMUNE Y, D AM K&ITING (v SUFPORT OF THUNDER BASIN i .
AL COMPANY'3 AFFLICATICN FOR ADDITIONAL RESERVES. 23 North Susait Avenus AOR o ;080 Resd |
Newcantle, ¥ 32701 )
NOT ONLY WOULD REJECTION GF THIS APPLICATION HURT Jecesber 16, 1991
| CAMEBELL AND WESTON COUNTY BUT THE WHOLE STATE OF
WYOMING., THE REVENUE TRAT THIS COMPANY PUTS INTO.. . .
THE STATE MONEY SYSTEM IS VERY MUCK NEEDED. NOT ONLY
FOR THE STATE SYSTEM, BUT QLSO FOR THE COMMUNITIES
ANERE EMFLOYEES HAVE MADE THEIA HOMES.
[F ZVERVONE MADE THE ZFFORT THAT THE COAL MINES DO T0 Mr. James Honroe
‘ PRATECT ThE ENVIACRNMENT WE WOULDN'T HAVE TO WORRY HERE BLM lasper District Office
IN WYQMING QR ANY OTHER STATE. \ 1701 Zast "2" 3treat
K Casper, WY 32601
‘ - Jear ¥r. “onroe,
. As a resident of Weaton county, [ aa fully aware of ihe aconomic
benafit of 3lack Thunder Mine's neardy presence. 3Joth we, and
IAMES NRs the antire state, ased ita continued operation. parcicuiarly
since thelr restoration of the land ls so vell done.
I am strongly in support of Federal Joal Leass Application vY¥118907.
1 3incarely,
l Robart {ing
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Mr. James Monroe

3LH lasper DJistrict Offlice
1701 Zaat "€ Street
Casper, 4 32601

Dear Mr. Monroe,

I would like o register ay support for Federal loal Lease
Application W{i118907, The Powder 3aain coal alnss, particularly
3lack Thunder Yine, have proved thair dedication to environmental
reclasation, and their sconcmic banefit 13 a necesaity in

Jeston lounty.

Frant mn?/ﬁ

frank teGiaty
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ReSponse to Letters 30 through 92

The preceding letters, and the fact that they were received in this number indicate a
significant support for coal mining in general and the Thunder Basin Coal Company specifically
in northeastern Wyoming. These comments will be taken into account in the Decision Record.
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