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The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) will release the final 
environmental impact statement (EIS) for the Gateway West 
Transmission Line Project on April 26, 2013. An EIS, prepared 
under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), provides 
the public an opportunity to learn about and be involved in the 
federal decision-making process. 

The final EIS will be available for review and comment from 
April 26, 2013 through June 28, 2013.

The final EIS will include:
•	 2,600 distinct comments received by the BLM from 375 

comment letters on the draft EIS
•	 The BLM’s responses to draft EIS public comments
•	 Changes made to the project by Rocky Mountain Power 

and Idaho Power in February 2012
•	 The BLM’s preferred alternatives identified in August 2012
•	 Proposed amendments to the BLM’s land use plans

See inside for more information about upcoming public open 
houses, NEPA timeline and milestones, the BLM’s preferred 
alternatives, and how to access and comment on the final EIS.

Gateway West Transmission Line Project
950 W. Bannock Street, Suite 800
Boise, ID 83702

Gateway West Transmission Line Project

Gateway West final EIS now available

•	 Public comment period  
April 26, 2013 - June 28, 2013

•	 Land use plan amendment protest period 
April 26, 2013 - May 27, 2013

•	 Idaho public meetings 
May 6, 2013 - May 16, 2013

•	 Wyoming public meetings  
May 6, 2013 - May 9, 2013

Final Environmental Impact Statement Coming Soon

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM)  
will release the final environmental impact 
statement (EIS) for public review and comment  
on April 26, 2013.  

Look inside to learn about: 

•	 The BLM agency preferred alternatives 

•	 How to access and provide comments on the 
final EIS by June 28, 2013

•	 The 60-day final EIS public comment period and 
30-day land use plan amendment protest period

•	 NEPA timeline and milestones

For more information: 
•	 Go online to www.wy.blm.gov/nepa/

cfodocs/gateway_west/index.html 

•	 Email Gateway_West_WYMail@blm.gov

•	 Call our information line for project 

updates 1-800-380-5828

•	 Write to the Bureau of Land Management 

Gateway West Project, P.O. Box 20879, 

Cheyenne, WY 82003

April 2013

About the project
The Gateway West Transmission Line Project 
is jointly proposed by Rocky Mountain Power 
and Idaho Power to build, operate, and maintain 
approximately 1,000 miles of new 230 kilovolt 
(kV) and 500 kV electric transmission lines 
across southern Wyoming and southern Idaho. 

www.wy.blm.gov/nepa/cfodocs/gateway_west/index.html
www.wy.blm.gov/nepa/cfodocs/gateway_west/index.html
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Calendar of public open houses 
The BLM will host a series of public open houses along the project route to provide information on the project, the 
final EIS, and take public comments. You may stop by an open house anytime during the times listed below. There 
will be no formal presentation during the open houses.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

W
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k 
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6 – may
Boise, ID
4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Boise Hotel and  
Conference Center 
3300 S. Vista Ave.

7
Kuna, ID
4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Old Gym
571 4th St.

8
Murphy, ID
4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Owyhee County Museum 
17085 Basey St.

9
Melba, ID
5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Melba High School 
6870 Stokes Ln.

Glenrock, WY
4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Glenrock Community 
Recreation Center
412 S. 4th St.

Rawlins, WY
4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
The Jeffrey Center
315 W. Pine St.

Rock Springs, WY
4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
BLM Rock Springs Field Office
280 Hwy. 191 N.

Kemmerer, WY
4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
South Lincoln Training and 
Event Center
215 Wyoming Hwy. 233

W
ee

k 
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13
Twin Falls, ID
4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Red Lion Canyon Springs Inn 
1357 Blue Lakes Blvd. N. 

14
Burley, ID
4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Best Western Burley Inn & 
Convention Center 
800 N. Overland Ave.

15
Pocatello, ID 
10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Ramada Inn Pocatello
133 W. Burnside Ave.

American Falls, ID
4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
American Falls  
Intermediate School
254 Taylor St.

16
Montpelier, ID
4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
The National OR/CA  
Trail Center 
320 N. 4th St.

How to access the final EIS:

•	  View and download a copy at www.wy.blm.gov/
nepa/cfodocs/gateway_west/index.html

•	  Review a copy at a public library or BLM or U.S. 
Forest Service office 

•	  Request a CD version of the final EIS at www.
wy.blm.gov/nepa/cfodocs/gateway_west/index.html 
or by calling 1-800-380-5828

•	 Attend a public open house 
 

How to comment on the final EIS:

•	  Submit comments online at www.wy.blm.gov/nepa/
cfodocs/gateway_west/index.html

•	  Email Gateway_West_WYMail@blm.gov

•	  Send written comments to Bureau of Land 
Management, Gateway West Project,  
P.O. Box 20879, Cheyenne, WY 82003 

•	 Attend a public open house

Comments are due by June 28, 2013

Public reading room locations

IDaHO
American Falls 
American Falls District Library

Boise 
Ada County Library 
Boise Public Library 
Boise State University Library 
BLM – Boise District Office 
BLM – Idaho State Office 
Idaho Commission for Libraries, Boise

Bruneau 
Bruneau Valley District Library

Buhl 
Buhl Public Library

Burley 
Burley Public Library 
BLM – Burley Field Office 
USFS – Sawtooth National Forest     
   – Minidoka Ranger District

Downey 
South Bannock District Library

Filer 
Filer Public Library

Garden City 
Garden City Public Library

Glenns Ferry 
Glenns Ferry Public Library

Gooding 
Gooding Public Library

Grace 
Grace District Library

Grand View 
Eastern Owyhee County Library

Hagerman 
Hagerman Public Library

Hansen 
Hansen District Library

Jerome 
Jerome Public Library

Kimberly 
Kimberly Public Library

Kuna 
Kuna District Library

Idaho Falls 
BLM – Idaho Falls District Office 
 

 

 
 
Malad 
Oneida County Library

Marsing 
Lizard Butte District Library 
BLM – Owyhee Field Office

Meridian 
George Fox University Library 
Meridian District Library

Montpelier 
Bear Lake County Library 
USFS – Caribou-Targhee National        
   Forest – Montpelier Ranger District

Mountain Home 
Mountain Home Public Library

Nampa 
College of Western Idaho Library 
Nampa Public Library 
Northwest Nazarene University,  
   John E. Riley Library

Oakley 
Oakley District Library

Parma 
Patricia Romanko Public Library

Pocatello 
BLM – Pocatello Field Office 
Idaho State University Library 
Marshall Public Library 
Portneuf District Library

Preston 
Larsen-Sant Public Library 
Rockland School Community Library

Rupert 
Demary Memorial Library

Shoshone 
Shoshone Public Library 
BLM – Shoshone Field Office

Twin Falls 
College of Southern Idaho Library 
Twin Falls Public Library 
BLM – Twin Falls District Office

Wendell 
Sherburn Smith Memorial Library

 

WyOmING
Casper 
BLM – Casper Field Office 
Casper College Goodstein  
   Foundation Library 
Natrona County Public Library

Cheyenne 
State of Wyoming Library 
BLM – Wyoming State Office 

Douglas 
Converse County Library  
USFS – Medicine Bow-Routt National   
   Forest – Douglas Ranger District

Green River 
Sweetwater County Library

Kemmerer 
Lincoln County Library System 
BLM – Kemmerer Field Office

Laramie 
Albany County Public Library 
Laramie County Community College,   
   Albany County Campus Library 
University of Wyoming Libraries 
USFS – Medicine Bow-Routt  
   National Forest

Rawlins 
Carbon County Library System 
BLM – Rawlins Field Office

Rock Springs 
Western Wyoming Community  
   College, Hay Library 
BLM – Rock Springs Field Office

UTaH
Ogden 
USFS – Intermountain Region

COLORaDO
Golden 
USFS – Rocky Mountain Region 

Beginning April 26, 2013, the final EIS will be available for public review at the locations below. 

Map and  
preferred alternative 

info inside

www.wy.blm.gov/nepa/cfodocs/gateway_west/index.html
www.wy.blm.gov/nepa/cfodocs/gateway_west/index.html
www.wy.blm.gov/nepa/cfodocs/gateway_west/index.html
www.wy.blm.gov/nepa/cfodocs/gateway_west/index.html
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Below is a brief description of the agency’s preferred alternatives and the key routing issues considered in the route analysis. For a more detailed view of each segment visit www.gatewaywestmaps.com.
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Proposed project

Segment 1W: Windstar to Aeolus 
Agency Preferred Alternative: Proposed Route 1W(a) 
and Proposed Route 1W(c) 

The proposed route 1W(a), identified as the proponents’ new 
proposed route in February 2012, parallels the existing 230 kilovolt 
(kV) line (1W(c)) in the vicinity of Glenrock, Wyoming. The route runs 
within a designated utility corridor and complies with the Wyoming 
Governor’s sage-grouse executive order. The proposed route 1W(c), 
a reconstruction of the existing line, minimizes impacts by using an 
existing right-of-way. 

Segment 2: Aeolus to Wamsutter area 
Agency Preferred Alternative: Proposed Route 2 

The proposed route, revised by the proponents in February 2012, now 
includes alternative 2C from the draft EIS. The route has the least impact 
on the Fort Fred Steel State Historic Site and nearby residences, and 
complies with the Wyoming Governor’s sage-grouse executive order. 

Segment 3: Wamsutter area to Anticline/ 
Jim Bridger 
Agency Preferred Alternative:  
Proposed Route 3 and 3A

The proposed route, identified by the proponents in the draft EIS, 
continues along alternative 3A with a new 345 kV line between the 
Anticline Substation and the Jim Bridger power plant. The route 
generally follows Interstate 80 and an existing utility corridor.

No alternative routes were considered in detail for this segment. 

Segment 4: Anticline to Populus 
Agency Preferred Alternative: Proposed Route 4

The proposed route, identified as the new proposed route and revised 
by the proponents in February 2012, now includes former alternative 4A. 
The route follows an established utility corridor and complies with the 
Wyoming Governor’s sage-grouse executive order.

Segment 5: Populus to Borah 
Agency Preferred Alternative: Proposed Route 5 
and Alternatives 5B and 5E

The route follows the proponents’ proposed route out of the Populus 
Substation then follows alternative 5B and 5E (assumes that Western 
Electricity Coordinating Council reliability issues associated with 5E 
are resolved). The route is consistent with the BLM Pocatello Resource 
Management Plan and avoids high-quality forested habitat, recreation 
use, and viewshed areas in the Deep Creek Mountains. 

Segment 6: Borah to Midpoint 
Agency Preferred Alternative: Proposed Route 6

The proposed route is an upgrade of the existing transmission line 
from 345 kV to 500 kV. 

No alternative routes were considered in detail for this segment.

Segment 7: Populus to Cedar Hill 
Agency Preferred Alternative: Proposed Route 7 
and Alternatives 7B, 7C, 7D and 7G

The route follows the proponents’ proposed route out of the Populus 
Substation then follows alternatives 7B, 7C, 7D and 7G. The route in 
the East Hills along alternative 7D and alternative 7G will be micro-
sited to avoid BLM-identified preliminary priority sage-grouse habitat. 
The route minimizes visual impacts and avoids the Parting of the 
Ways historic trails site, which is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places. The preferred route avoids preliminary priority sage-
grouse habitat in southern Cassia County.

Segment 8: Midpoint to Hemingway 
Agency Preferred Alternative: Proposed Route 8 
and Alternative 8B

The route follows the proponents’ proposed route northwest out of the 
Midpoint Substation, then follows alternative 8B into the Hemingway 
Substation. The route generally avoids crossing the Morley Nelson 
Snake River Birds of Prey National Conservation Area (Birds of Prey 
NCA). 

Segment 9: Cedar Hill to Hemingway 
Agency Preferred Alternative: Proposed Route 9 
and Alternative 9E

The route follows the proponents’ proposed route, and then follows 
revised alternative 9E. The route generally avoids crossing the Birds 
of Prey NCA.

Segment 10: Cedar Hill to Midpoint 
Agency Preferred Alternative: Proposed Route 10

The proposed route coincides with the proposed Southwest Intertie 
Project alignment. 

No alternative routes were considered in detail for this segment. 

BLM agency preferred alternatives 
In August 2012, the BLM identified the agency preferred alternatives 
following consideration of comments submitted on the draft EIS, 
changes to the project made in February 2012 by the project 
proponents, and in coordination with state, local and federal 
governments and agencies. The BLM preferred alternative for 
Segment 5 was modified in November 2012.

The preferred alternatives presented are not the BLM’s final decision. 
A Record of Decision (ROD) will present the agency’s decision on 
transmission line routing on public land and is expected in fall 2013.

The map on the right illustrates the BLM’s preferred alternatives, 
routes currently proposed by Rocky Mountain Power and Idaho Power, 
and other alternatives analyzed in the final EIS.

30-day land use plan amendment protest period: 
Protesting land use plan amendments is separate from 
the final EIS commenting process. Eighteen proposed 
plan amendments are needed for the preferred route to be 
consistent with seven BLM land use plans. Protests on any of 
the proposed plan amendments must be filed with the BLM 
Director in Washington, DC by May 27, 2013.

For more information on the protest process refer to the Dear 
Reader letter at the beginning of the FEIS or visit: 
www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/prog/planning/planning_overview/
protest_resolution.html.

60-day final EIS public comment period: Individuals  
may comment on the final EIS document. The BLM will 
respond to all final EIS comments in the ROD. Comments  
are due by June 28, 2013.

Record of Decision (ROD): The ROD represents the 
agency’s final decision on routing. Following the ROD, the 
BLM will issue a Right-of-Way (ROW) grant for use of public 
lands. The BLM is considering phasing its decision on the 
ROW grant. The BLM is seeking public comments on a 
phased decision process as part of the final EIS review. For 
further information on the ROD, ROW grant, and the possible 
phased decision, see section 1.2 of the final EIS.
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