DECISION RECORD
BLM CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION {CX) — WY-070-CX12-111
City of Buffalo, Tisdale Mine, WYW-168353
Bureau of Land Management, Buffalo Field Office

DECISION:

BLM approves City of Buffalo’s (City) Tisdale Mine, Free Use Permit WYW-168353, as described in CX
WY-070-CX12-111. This project is the result of collaboration between the Buffalo Field Office (BFO) and
the City. This project involves removal of up to, but not exceeding, 14,000 cubic yards of sand and
gravel from an existing disturbance of 8.3 acres of BLM-administered mineral lands in the area indicated
below. The surface disturbance is inclusive of all support infrastructure to include but not limited to
roads, staging areas, etc.

Compliance. This decision complies with:

¢ Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA) (43 USC 1701); Interior Department Order
3310.

* The Materials Act of 1947 (30 USC 601 et seq.), as amended; 43 CFR 3600 et seq.

National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) (42 USC 4321).

» Buffalo Resource Management Plan (RMP) and Records of Decision (RODs) 1985, 2001, 2003, 2011.

Supplement to Memorandum of Understanding No. WY 19 Between the US DOI BLM and the WDEQ

LQD for Management of Surface Mining and Exploration for Mineral Materials (Saleable [sic] Minerals)

on Public Lands; 2003.

The following summarizes details of the approval. The project description and site-specific mitigation
measures are found in the CX document (WY-070-CX12-111).

County Feature TWN | RNG | Sec Subdivision Acres
Johnson | City of Buffalo, Tisdale Mine 49 N. |82 W.; 3 |S2SE
TOTAL 8.3

Limitations. Approval of this project is dependent on compliance with the attached Standard
Stipulations, and the following Special Stipulations:
» No surface-disturbing or disruptive activities (i.e., mining or crushing of sand/gravel) shall
occur within 0.5 miles of Nest 13117 (0.3 miles from the Mine), from February 1 through July
31, annually, prior to a nesting survey. This timing limitation will be in effect unless surveys
determine the nest to be inactive.

o Surveys shall be conducted by a biologist following BLM protocol. All survey results
shall be submitted in writing to a Buffalo BLM Biologist, and approved prior to surface-
disturbing activities.

o Ifanew nestis located within 0.5 miles of the Tisdale Mine, the above timing
limitation may also apply to the new nest.

e If an undocumented raptor nest is located during project construction or operation, the BLM
Buffalo Field Office (307-684-1100) shall be notified within 24 hours.
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THE FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT. Analysis of the CX, WY-070-CX12-111, found the project
comports to findings that this type of action is categorically excluded from having significant impacts on
the human environment, thus an EIS or environmental analysis are not required.

COMMENT OR NEW INFORMATION SUMMARY. Public scoping for Free Use Permits is not required by
43 CFR 3600, although BLM will post the decision to its website.

DECISION RATIONALE. The BLM approves the project for the following reasons:
1. BLM and the City added design features and mitigation measures which reduced environmental
impacts while meeting the project’s need:
a. BLM approves the Free Use Permit as submitted by the City to extract an additional
14,000 cubic yards of sand and gravel from an existing disturbance of 8.3 acres of BLM-
administered minerals, contingent upon compliance with other conditions of approval and
reclamation; and
b. BLM’s analysis further conditionally approves the City to extract a total of, but not
exceeding, 14,000 cubic yards of sand and gravel from an existing disturbance of 8.3 acres
of BLM-administered minerals contingent upon resulits of:
i.  Wildlife (raptor) nesting survey to be completed annually.
2. The approved project will not result in any undue or unnecessary environmental degradation and
complies with 43 CFR 3604, Free Use of Mineral Materials.
3. The approved project will heip meet the nation’s mineral materials needs.
4. The approved project will help ensure continued public health and safety by meeting needs for
nearby road maintenance.
5. The approved project will help stimulate local economies by maintaining workforce stability.
6. The Operator committed to:
a. Comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations.
b. Reclaim the mine to the standards in the WY BLM Reclamation Policy found in Appendix 1 to CX
F.10, WY-070-CX12-111.
7. The Operator certified it has posted an acceptable bond.
8. The project is clearly lacking in wilderness characteristics as it is smaller than 5,000 acres and offers
no outstanding opportunities for solitude.
9. BLM reviewed the 12 extraordinary circumstances and none apply, 43 CFR 46.215.

ADMINISTRATIVE APPEAL. This decision is subject to administrative review in accordance with 43 CFR
3601.80. Request for administrative review of this decision must include information required under 43
CFR 4 and is appealed to the Interior Board of Land Appeals, as provided in 43 CFR 3601.80 and 43 CFR
4. A party adversely affected by a decision of the authorized officer or State Director made pursuant to
subpart 43 CFR 3600, et. al., has the right of appeal to the Interior Board of Land Appeals, Office of
Hearings and Appeals, pursuant to 43 CFR 4 and 43 CFR 1840.
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Figure 2. West Pit, showing the largest sand/gravel stockpile Figure 3. West Pit, showing close-up of the largest

and a series of topsoil stockpiles. The topsoil stockpiles are sand/gravel stockpile. This stockpile contains approximately
situated along the westernmost boundary of this pit. Photo 600 CY. Photo taken looking west, on 6/8/2012 by Kerry L.
taken looking south, on 6/8/2012 by Kerry L. Aggen. Aggen.
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Figure 4. West Pit, showing the 2 smaller sand/gravel
stockpiles and several more topsoil stockpiles. These topsoil
stockpiles are situated along the easternmost boundary of
this pit. The East Pit is beyond the propane storage yard in
lefthand background. Photo taken looking scuth-southeast
on 6/8/2012 by Kerry L. Aggen.
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Figure 5. West Pit, showing close-up of the 2 smaller
sand/gravel stockpiles. These contain a total of approximate:
400 CY. Photo taken looking north, on 6/8/2012 by Kerry L.
Aggen.
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Figure 6. East Pit, showing the single sand/gravel stockpile Figure 7. East Pit, showing close-up of the sand/gravel

and several topsoil stockpiles. These topsoil stockpiles are stockpile. This m.w.oQG:m contains approximately 1000 CY. ,

situated along the southernmost boundary of this pit. Trabing _w,:oﬁo taken looking south-southwest, on 6/8/2012 by Kerry L.

Aggen.

Road can be seen in the right middle ground. Photo taken
looking south, on 6/8/2012 by Kerry L. Aggen.
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