
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT  

for the 


FORTIFICATON CREEK PLANNING AREA
 
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN AMENDMENT
 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (WY-080-135)
 

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT: 
On the basis of the information contained in the Fortification Creek Planning Area (FCPA) Resource 
Management Plan Amendment (RMPA) and Environmental Assessment (EA), and all other information 
available to me, it is my determination that: (1) the implementation of the preferred alternative will not 
have significant environmental impacts; and (2) the preferred alternative does not constitute a major 
federal action having a significant effect on the human environment. Therefore, an environmental impact 
statement or a supplement to the existing environmental impact statement is not necessary and will not be 
prepared. 

This finding is based on my consideration of the Council on Environmental Quality’s (CEQ) criteria for 
significance (40 CFR 1508.27), with regard to the context and to the intensity of the impacts described in 
the EA. 

CONTEXT: 
Elk are a common species ranging throughout mountainous regions of western North America.  Many 
eastern states have reintroduced populations.  The viability of a small Wyoming elk herd is insignificant 
within the national and regional contexts. 

The Fortification Creek elk are a small isolated herd living in a prairie environment.  Such prairie herds 
were common prior to European expansion on the western plains.  Today, elk herds occupying prairie 
habitats are unusual though not unique and are therefore of local interest and importance.  The public, 
conservation groups, and the State of Wyoming have all expressed their interest in maintaining a viable 
elk herd within the FCPA. The preferred alternative includes elements such as phasing development and 
performance standards to maintain the elk herd at or above the Wyoming Game and Fish Department 
(WGFD) population objective.  

INTENSITY: 
The Preferred Alternative includes elements such as phasing development and performance standards to 
maintain the elk herd at or above the WGFD population objective thus preventing significant effects to 
elk and their habitat.  Coalbed natural gas (CBNG) recovery is constrained by more than 36% within the 
preferred alternative compared to the no action alternative.  However, leases were purchased with a 
stipulation that impacts to elk habitat, steep slopes, and highly erosive soils would be mitigated through a 
plan acceptable to the authorizing officer designed to avoid significant impacts. 

The FCPA contains unique characteristics including a Wilderness Study Area (WSA) and a proposed 
Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC).  The WSA is administratively closed to mineral leasing 
and is being managed in accordance with the BLM’s Interim Management Policy (BLM Manual H-8550-
1, 1995).  Management actions within the preferred alternative designed to protect the elk population, elk 
habitat, steep slopes, highly erosive soils, and other resources are sufficient to protect the important and 
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relevant values of a potential ACEC. 

Relevant scientific literature was reviewed in preparing the RMPA/EA.  The scientific community is 
consistent with their conclusions related to the effects of open roads and surface disturbing activities, such 
as mineral development, upon elk and other ungulate species.  Therefore the anticipated effects are not 
highly controversial, highly uncertain, or involve unique or unknown risks.  The established performance 
standards and monitoring program provide for an adaptive management approach to counter any 
uncertain, unique, or unknown effect that may arise. 

The RMPA is a programmatic document with management decisions and performance standards to 
prevent individual CBNG Plans of Development (PODs) from reaching significant impacts either 
cumulatively or by establishing precedence for future actions. 

The preferred alternative does not pose a risk to public health and safety.  There are no scientific, cultural, 
or historical resources present within the FCPA that will be significantly affected by the preferred 
alternative. No Endangered Species Act listed species or their critical habitat are present within the 
FCPA. The preferred alternative will not have any anticipated impacts that would threaten a violation of 
Federal, State, or local law or requirements imposed for the protection of the environment. 

Signature: __________________________________________ Date: ______________    
    Donald A. Simpson, Wyoming State Director 
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