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DECISION RECORD 

Burnett Oil CO., INC.  Application for Permit to Drill (APDs) 

Durham Ranch 44572-S4PH, Durham Ranch 84572-N4PH 

WY-070-390CX3-15-266 

WY-070-390CX3-15-267 

Bureau of Land Management, Buffalo Field Office, Wyoming 

 

DECISION. The BLM approves the applications for permit to drill (APDs) from Burnett Oil CO. INC.  

to drill to oil and gas wells and construct their associated infrastructure as described in the CX3 analysis, 

WY-070-390CX3-15-266 to -267  all of which the BLM incorporates here by reference. 

 

Compliance. This decision complies with: 

 Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA) (43 USC 1701). 

 Mineral Leasing Act of 1920 (MLA) (30 U.S.C. 181); including the Onshore Oil and Gas 

Orders. 

 National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) (42 USC 4321). 

 National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (16 USC 470). 

 Powder River Basin Oil and Gas Project Final Environmental Impact Statements (FEIS) (2003). 

 Buffalo Resource Management Plan (RMP) (2015). 

 

A summary of the details of the approval follows. The CX3 analysis, WY-070-390CX3-15-266 to -267 

includes the project description, including site-specific mitigation measures which are incorporated by 

reference into this CX3 from earlier analysis. The proposed wells are approximately 14 miles north of 

Wright, Campbell County, Wyoming. The Durham Ranch project proposal has 2 APDs along with 

associated access roads and infrastructure, to develop and produce oil and gas from the Parkman 

Formation. 

 

Table 2.1 Proposed Wells: BLM approves 2 APDs and support facilities at the following locations: 

Well Name Twn Rng Sec Qtr/Qtr 

Surface 

Ownership 

Surface Hole 

Lease 

Lateral 

Lease 

Bottom Hole 

Lease 

Durham Ranch 44572-

S4PH 
45N 72W 4 

NWNW Fee 
Federal 

Federal 
Federal 

Durham Ranch 84572-

N4PH 
45N 72W 8 

SWSW Fee 
Federal 

Federal 
Fee 

*BLM’s Instruction Memorandum No. 2009-078 entitled Processing Oil and Gas Applications for Permit to Drill 

for Directional Drilling into Federal Mineral Estate from Multiple-Well Pads on Non-Federal Surface and Mineral 

Estate Locations will apply to the proposal (COA’s are only recommended) 

 

Limitations. There are no denials or deferrals. Also see the conditions of approval (COAs). 

 

THE FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT (FONSI). Congress, the Department of Interior and 

BLM affirmed there was no significant impact of a like-structured project when they created this CX3 and 

its limiting parameters. Thus a FONSI and an EIS is not required. 

 

COMMENT OR NEW INFORMATION SUMMARY. BLM publically posted the APDs for 30 days, 

received no comments, and then internally scoped them. There are no new policies or information 

received post analysis that affects this project. 

 

DECISION RATIONALE. BLM bases the decision authorizing the proposed project on: 
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1. Approval of this project conforms to the terms and the conditions of the 2015 Buffalo RMP (BLM 

2015). 

2. BLM and Burnett Oil included design features and mitigation measures (conditions of approval 

(COAs)) to reduce environmental impacts while meeting the BLM’s need. For a complete description 

of all site-specific COAs, see the COAs. 

a. With application of Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs), applied mitigation, Required Design 

Features (RDFs), and COAs identified for Greater Sage-Grouse under the proposed action, 

impacts caused by surface-disturbing and disruptive activities would be minimized. 

b. There are no conflicts anticipated or demonstrated with current uses in the area. 

3. The proposed project will help meet the nation’s energy needs and help stimulate local economies by 

maintaining workforce stability. 

4. The operator committed to: 

 Comply with the approved APDs, applicable laws, regulations, orders, and notices to lessees. 

 Obtain necessary permits from agencies. 

 Offer water well agreements to the owners of record for permitted wells. 

 Incorporate several measures to alleviate resource impacts into their submitted surface use plan 

and drilling plan. 

5. The operator certified it has a surface access agreement.  

6. The project lacks wilderness characteristics. A wilderness characteristics inventory was completed in 

2013; no lands with wilderness characteristics were identified outside the Big Horn Mountains.  The 

inventory is available at: http://www.blm.gov/wy/st/en/programs/Planning/rmps/buffalo/docs.html. 

7. This decision does not foreclose the lessee or operator to propose a new or supplementary plan for 

developing the federal oil and gas lease(s) in this project area, including submission of additional 

APDs to drain minerals in accord with lease rights and law. This decision does not foreclose the 

lessee or operator to propose using external pumping units via a sundry application process. 

8. This approval is subject to adherence with all of the operating plans, design features, and mitigation 

measures contained in the master surface use plan of operations, drilling plan, water management 

plan, and information in individual APDs. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE APPEAL: This decision is subject to administrative appeal in accord with 43 CFR 

3165. Request for administrative appeal must include information required under 43 CFR 3165.3(b) 

(State Director Review), including all supporting documentation. Such a request must be filed in writing 

with the State Director, Bureau of Land Management, P.O. Box 1828, Cheyenne, Wyoming 82003, no 

later than 20 business days after this Decision Record is received or considered to have been received. 

Any party who is adversely affected by the State Director’s decision may appeal that decision to the 

Interior Board of Land Appeals, as provided in 43 CFR 3165.4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Field Manager: _____     /s/ Duane Spencer_____________    Date: ________11/25/2015__________ 


