


 
 
January 12, 2010 
 
 
Mr. David Finley 
Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality 
Air Quality Division 
Herschler Building 
122 West 25th Street 
Cheyenne WY 82002 
 
Re: Emergency Short-term Emission Reduction Contingency Plan 
 Newfield Exploration 
 
Dear Mr. Finley, 
 
Please find attached Newfield’s “Voluntary Emergency Contingency Plan – Short-Term 
Emissions Reduction Plan” that Newfield Exploration (Newfield) will implement for Sublette 
County, WY during the 2010 Winter Ozone Season. The list was based on input from the IOWG 
in discussions concerning the ozone issue in Sublette County. Please note there options listed in 
the contingency plan which Newfield have determined are not applicable for implementation.  
Newfield will evaluate the effectiveness and feasibility of the measures and adjust the plan for 
future years. 
 
Listed below are the contacts for Newfield. The contacts listed will, upon notification by WDEQ, 
communicate with Newfield field operations and contractors that the Emergency Short-Term 
Emission Reduction Contingency Plan measures are to be implemented to the best extent 
possible. 
 
Contacts: 
Brad Rogers – HSE Specialist 
Email:  brogers@newfield.com 
Work Phone: (303) 383-4142 
Cell Phone: (303) 621-5762 
 
Derek Schupp 
Email:  dschupp@newfield.com 
Cell Phone: 307-749-0144 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Brad Rogers 
HSE Specialist 
Newfield Exploration Company
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Newfield Exploration 
1001 17th Street, Suite 2000 

Denver CO 80202 
 

Brad Rogers 
HSE Specialist – Rocky Mountains 

(303) 383-4142 
 



 

Introduction 

Newfield Exploration (Newfield) has developed this contingency plan as requested by 
Mr. David Finley, Administrator, Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality 
(WDEQ). The purpose of this plan is to identify measures that Newfield would 
implement in its Sublette County, Wyoming operations upon notice from WDEQ of a 
pending high ozone forecast. It is hoped that by the implementation of the requested 
contingency plans, by Newfield and other Oil and Gas operators in Sublette County, that 
air quality issues in Sublette County can be minimized to the best extent possible. 

The measures identified in this plan have been evaluated for effectiveness and 
feasibility. To assist with the identification of measures that can be effectively 
implemented, the measures in the “Action” table have been color-coded according to: 

1. Actions to be implemented upon notice by WDEQ – Green 

2. Actions to be evaluation on a case-by-case basis for implementation – Yellow 

3. Actions determined to be not applicable to current Newfield operations or 
otherwise not feasible – White 

A copy of this plan has been presented to Newfield field personnel and subcontractors 
working in Sublette County. 

This plan has been designed for use during the winter 2010 Ozone Season (January - 
March). The plan will be evaluated and updated as appropriate in accordance with 
Newfield’s current operations. 

 



 

Contact List 

Listed below are the Newfield ozone event contacts for this plan. Upon notification by 
WDEQ of pending high ozone forecast, the contacts below will be responsible for the 
implementation of this plan including notification of the Newfield Field operations 
personnel and sub-contractors. Upon notification, the field personnel and 
subcontractors will enact, to the extent possible, the measures identified in this plan. 

  

Contacts: 
Brad Rogers – HSE Specialist 
Email:  brogers@newfield.com 
Work Phone: (303) 383-4142 
Cell Phone: (303) 621-5762 
 
Derek Schupp – Sublette County Ozone Event Manager 
Email:  dschupp@newfield.com 
Cell Phone: 307-749-0144 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Emergency Short-Term Emission Reduction Contingency Plan 
Action Measures 

 
Winter 2010 Ozone Season 

 
Newfield Exploration Inc. 

Sublette County, Wyoming 
 

ACTION 
RESPONSIBLE 

ENTITY 
 

ACTION DESCRIPTION 
1. Minimize motor vehicle 
idling. 

Newfield To the extent possible, motor vehicles on Newfield well sites will limit the time 
vehicle engines are idling. This may not be appropriate in instances where an 
activity requires engine power, or during times when safety considerations are 
affected (i.e. extreme cold weather). 

2. Minimize use of ancillary 
equipment when not 
needed (i.e.: Pumps, 
generators, light plants, 
etc.) 

Newfield To the extent possible, Newfield operations will minimize the use of ancillary 
equipment during periods when notified of forecasted high ozone events by 
WDEQ. 

3. Paging /Notification 
system to inform operators 
of high ozone events. 

WDEQ/ 
Newfield 

Newfield has provided the names of the contacts to be notified by WDEQ in 
the event of forecasted high ozone events. Newfield employees and contractors 
working in Sublette County, WY will be notified in turn. 
 

4. Defer/reduce non-
essential construction and 
maintenance activities 
during predicted high 
ozone periods that would 
result in emissions of ozone 
precursor emissions. 

Newfield Operational considerations may dictate that required maintenance activities 
are conducted to prevent damage to Newfield facilities. Newfield currently has 
no construction activities planned for the 2009 Ozone Season.  Maintenance 
activities may be delayed when conditions do not present a safety hazard.     



5. Maintenance activities 
during high ozone periods. 

Newfield Operational considerations may dictate that maintenance activities are 
conducted to prevent damage to Newfield facilities or provide for safe working 
conditions. The delay of maintenance activities will be evaluated on a case-by-
case basis. 

6. Schedule periodic 
maintenance/surveillance 
activities ahead of winter 
time ozone periods. 

Newfield To the extent possible, Newfield will schedule periodic maintenance activities 
to occur prior to January 1, or after March 31 of each year.   

7. Minimize truck loading 
and unloading during 
ozone events. 

Newfield To the extent possible, Newfield operations will attempt to reduce truck 
loading/unloading activities during periods when notified of forecasted high 
ozone events by WDEQ.  This may be accomplished by reducing the number 
of times a well site is visited by a pumper. However, the volume of liquids 
produced and storage capacity at the wells may limit the ability to reduce 
pumper site visits.  This action will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis. 

8. Increased leak detection 
surveillance of emissions 
collection and control 
equipment. 

Newfield Visual inspections of emissions control equipment will be conducted by 
Pumpers during site visits to verify proper operation. 

9. Add emissions control 
equipment to all rigs. 

- Not applicable, Newfield currently does not have any drill rigs scheduled to operate 
in Sublette County during the 2010 winter ozone season. 

10. Create a plan for 
emission reductions on 
compressor engines. 

- Installed compressor engine is lean burn low NOx equipped with emission controls 
for reducing CO and VOC emissions.  

11. Create a plan for 
emission reductions of drill 
rigs. 

- Not applicable, Newfield currently does not have any drill rigs scheduled to operate 
in Sublette County during the 2010 winter ozone season. 

12. Maximize the use of 
LGS. (Liquid Gathering 
System) 

- Not applicable, Newfield currently does not have a LGS in place.  Approval by 
WDEQ for a proposed water management system will reduce truck traffic. 

13. Control grandfathered 
uncontrolled facilities. 

- Not applicable – Newfield does not operate any grandfathered facilities. 



14. Route grandfathered 
uncontrolled pneumatic heat 
trace pump emissions to the 
combustor. 

- Not applicable  

15. Reduce line pressures.   -  Not applicable, Newfield does not control the gathering system.   

16. Replace high-bleed level 
controllers. 

- Not applicable on an emergency episode basis.  A long-term evaluation by 
Newfield will be conducted as part of the emission offset process.   

17. Develop operating and 
maintenance BMP’s. 

- Not applicable – long-term approach 

18. Develop shut-in plans 
based on ozone forecast 
developed by DEQ. 

- Not applicable  

19. Implement an “area 
source” type of permitting 
system for minor sources in 
the area. 

WDEQ Not Applicable to Newfield, action required by WDEQ 

20. Issue a revised BACT 
policy. 

WDEQ Not Applicable to Newfield, action required by WDEQ 

21. Expedited ozone model 
development. 

WDEQ  Not Applicable to Newfield, action required by WDEQ 

22. Air toxics study. WDEQ Not Applicable to Newfield, action required by WDEQ 

23. UW/DEQ/Industry air 
study. 

WDEQ/UW Not Applicable to Newfield, action required by WDEQ 

24. Install monitors at 
strategic locations. 

WDEQ Not Applicable to Newfield, action required by WDEQ 

25. Improve SW WY 
inventories.  

WDEQ / Industry Not Applicable to Newfield, action required by WDEQ 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26. Convene working group 
to develop 1-5 year 
development plans in SW 
Wyo. 

WDEQ /Industry Not applicable 

27.  Increase inspection and 
compliance efforts. 

WDEQ Not Applicable to Newfield, action required by WDEQ 

28.  Design and schedule 
test runs of agreed upon 
actions. 

WDEQ / 
Sublette County 

Oil and Gas 
Operators  

Pending WDEQ coordination 

29. Use ultra low sulfur fuel. Newfield Not applicable to Newfield operations. 

30. No fracing during ozone 
events. 

Newfield No well completions scheduled for the 2010ozone season. 

31. No drilling during ozone 
events. 

Newfield Not Applicable, currently no drilling activities are planned during the winter ozone 
season. 

32. Establish a permitting 
program for drill rigs. 

WDEQ Not Applicable to current Newfield operations.  No current drilling activity.  

33.  Develop public info 
program 

WDEQ/Industry Action required by WDEQ 


