PLAN CHANGE NO.

Buffalo RMP (April 2001), page 11

DESCRIBE EXACTLY WHAT IS TO BE DELETED, ADDED, REWRITTEN, ETC. IN MOST CASES, THE NEW TEXT SHOULD BE
STATED VERBATIM.

CHANGE e The following text is inserted following the third paragraph under coal

management on page 11 of this document:

In 1997, the Buffalo Field Office, BLM completed a review regarding the unsuitability of
Federal lands for all or certain stipulated methods of coal mining (per 43CFR3461.0-6).
The Federal lands addressed in this review were the public lands in the Buffalo Field
Office including all public lands within the administrative boundary of the Thunder
Basin National Grassland (Figure 3, Appendix D, Coal Screening Process). The results of
this review are included in Appendix D of the Buffalo RMP (April 2001). This was also
adopted into the USFS Thunder Basin National Grassland RMP approved in 2002.

This review found certain public lands to be unsuitable for all or certain stipulated
methods of coal mining. These are described as “unsuitable for mining” in these
documents and are generally managed in the RMP as unavailable for further consideration
for coal leasing subject to conditions or stipulations to conform to the criteria or
exceptions. Such areas may ultimately be leased provided that these conditions or
stipulations are contained in the lease.

Coal leases must be issued by legal subdivisions. However mamny areas that are unsuitable
for mining follow linear routes (i.e. railroads or highways) or natural/topographic
boundaries (alluvial valley floors or historic sites). As a result many aliquot parts
may be partially unsuitable for mining and partially acceptable for further
consideration for leasing. In our implementation of the RMPs, our practice has been to
include these type of aliquot parts in coal lease tracts and place a specific lease
stipulation on those lease tracts that prohibit mining activity that would be
detrimental to the use or value that made portions of those aliquot parts unsuitable for
mining.

An example of such a stipulation is: “No mining activity of any kind may be conducted
within the Burlington Northern/ Chicago and Northwestern railroad right of way. The
lessee shall recover all legally and economically recoverable coal from all leased lands
not within the foregoing right of way. Lessee shall pay all royalties on any legally and
economically recoverable coal which it fails to mine without the written authorization
of the Authorized Officer.”

DESCRIBE EXACT RATIONALE FOR THE CHANGE, TO INCLUDE REFERENCE MATERIAL (1.E., EA, RMP, IM, ETC) .




REASON: The Buffalo RMP (April 2001) is maintained to clarify current

management of some public lands determined to be unsuitable for coal mining are managed
|| under this plan. The practice of leasing lands with suitable protective stipulations is
used to reconcile the requirement to lease by aliquot parts with the irreagular
boundaries of many of the areas determined to be unsuitable for all or certain
stipulated methods of coal mining. The authority for this practice is contained in
43CFR3461.2-1(a) (3).

SIGNATUR S APPROPRIATE
[ﬂ/ﬂ fiﬁﬁ%//af’/ Date /Zéé /ﬂZ

Specialist
Field Manager




	Maintenance Actions 11
	Maintenance Actions 12

