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United States Department of the Interior %
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Buffalo Ficld Office INAMERICA

1425 Fort Street
Buffalo, Wyoming 82834-2436

3160
FEB 20 2008

Dear Operator,

Recently, there have been an extraordinary number of spills and undesirable events reported to the
Buffalo Field Office. Based on the lack of timeliness noted for some of these reports, we felt it
appropriate to remind the operators of their responsibilities for reporting these events.

According to the Notice To Lessees (NTL) -3A (Attachment 1), Major Undesirable Events (>100 barrels
of liquid or > 500 MCF of gas) must be reported to the BFO as soon as practical, but within a
maximum of 24 hours. Other than major events do not have to be reported orally within 24 hours,
however a written report must be provided as described in NTL-3A, Part III (Attached).

The information to be reported can be found on the attached form (Attachment 2). Please be certain to
include the aerial extent of surface contamination in the event of oil or water discharge.

If you have any questions regarding the reporting requirements, please contact Kathy Brus, Supervisory
Natural Resource Specialist at (307)684-1087) in the Buffalo Field Office.

Sincerely,

Chris E. Hanson
Field Manager

Attachments:
1. NTL-3A
2. Report of Undesirable Event form




UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
CONSERVATION DIVISION

Notice to Lessees and Operators of Onshore Federal and

Indian Oil and Gas Leases
(NTL-3A)

Reporting of Undesirable Events

This Notice, which supersedes NTL-3 dated January |, 1975, is issued pursuant to the authority prescribed in

; Title 30 CFR 221.5, 221.7, and 221.36. Operators of onshore Federal and Indian oil and gas leases shall
report all spills, discharges, or other undesirable events in accordance with the requirements of this
Notice. All such events which occur on State or private land leases within federally supervised unit or
communitized areas must likewise be reported in accordance with the requirements of this Notice.
However, compliance with this Notice does not relieve an operator from the obligation of complyi ng with
the applicable rules and regulations of any State or any other Federal Agencies regarding notification and
reporting of undesirable events. .

As used in this Notice, the term District Engineer means that officer of the United States Geological Survey
(GS) having supervisory jurisdiction for the geographic area in which the undesirable event occurs,

I. Major Undesirable Events Requiring Immediate Notification

- Major undesirable events are defined as those incidents listed below in subsections A through F. These
incidents, when occurring on a lease supervised by the GS, must be reported to the appropriate District
Engineer as soon as practical but within a maximum of 24 hours:

A.

E

Oil, saltwater, and toxic liquid spills, or any combination thereof, which result in the discharge
(spilling) of 100 or more barrels of liquid; however, discharges of such magnitude, if entirely
contained within the facility firewall, may be reported only in writing pursuant to Section IIl. of this
Notice;

Equipment failures or other accidents which result in the venting of 500 or more MCF of gas;

Any fire which consumes the volumes as specified in I.A. and 1.B. above;

Any spill, venting, or fire, regardless of the volume involved, which occurs in a sensitive area, e.g.,
areas such as parks, recreation sites, wildlife refuges, lakes, reservoirs, streams, and urban or
suburban areas;

Each accident which involves a fatal injury; and

Every blowout (loss of control of any well) that occurs.

Il. Written Reports

A written report shall be submitted in duplicate to the District Engineer no later than 15 days following all
major undesirable events identified in Section l. When required by the District Engineer, interim reports




will be submitted until final containment and cleanup operations have been accomplished. The final
written report for each such event shall, as appropriate, provide.

A.

The date and time of occurrence, and the date and time reported to USGS;

The location where the incident occurred, including surface ownership and lease number:
The specific nature and cause of the incident;

A description of the resultant damage;

The action taken and the length of time required for control of the incident, for containing the
discharged fluids, and for subsequent cleanup;

The estimated volumes discharged and the volumes lost;

The cause qf death when fatal injuries are involved;

Actions that have been or will be taken to prevent a recurrence of the incident;
Other Federal or State agencies notified of the incident; and

Other pertinent comments or additional information as requested by the District Engineer.

11l. Other-Than-Major Undesirable Events

Other-than-major undesirable events, as identified below in subsections A through D, do not have to be
reported orally within 24 hours; however, a written report, as required for major undesirable events in
Section |l of this Notice, must be provided for the following incidents:

A.

o

D.

Oil, saltwater, and toxic liquid spills, or any combination thereof, which result in the discharge
(spilling) of at least 10 but less than 100 barrels of liquid in nonsensitive areas, and all discharges of
100 or more barrels when the spill is entirely contained by the facility firewall;

Equipment failures or other accidents which result in the venting of at least 50 but less than 500 MCF
of gas in nonsensitive areas;

Any fire which consumes volumes in the ranges specified in Ill.A. and I11.B. above: and

Each accident involving a major or life threatening injury.

Spills or discharges in nonsensitive areas involving less than 10 barrels of liquid or 50 MCF of gas do not
require an oral or written report; however, the volumes discharged or vented as a result of all such minor
incidents must be reported in accordance with Section V hereof.

IV. Contingency Plans

Upon request of the District Engineer, a copy of any Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasure Plan (SPCC
Plan), required by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) pursuant to Title 40 CFR 112, or other
acceptable contingency plan must be submitted. All plans shall provide the names, addresses, and telephone




numbers (both business and private) of at least two technically competent company or contract personnel
authorized to order equipment or supplies and to expend funds necessary to control emergencies.

V. Monthly Report of Operations/Monthly Report of Sales and Royalty

All volumes of oil spilled, gas vented, and all hydrocarbons consumed by fire or otherwise lost must be
reported monthly on the Monthly Report of Operations (Form 9-329). The volume and value of such losses
must also be reported in the Monthly Report of Sales and Royalty (Form 9-361).

VI. Liquidated Damages

Failure to provide the necessary notification, reports, or contingency plan (when required) as provided for by
this Notice, may result in other measures being taken to secure compliance, such as those provided by Title 30
CFR 221.53 and 221.54.

March 1, 1979 - Js/ C.J. Curtis

Date C. J. Curtis
Oil and Gas Supervisor
Northern Rocky Mountain Area

Approved:

/s/ Don E. Cash

Don E. Cash
Chief, Conservation Division




United States Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management

Wyoming

Report of Undesirable Event

1. Operator:

IField Name:

2. IID NO (Unit/PA, Lease, CA, R/W):

3. Date and Time of Occurrence:

4. Date and Time Reported to BLM:

. Reported By:

Phone Number:

. Person in Charge:

Phone Number:

T. rR. Sec.

Qtr

. _Surface Ownership (Federal, Fee, Indian, State):

5
6
7. Location: County
8
9

. Well or Facility ID:

10. Type of Event (see instructions):

11. Cause of, and Extent of Event:

Volume Recovered:
Volume Lost:

12. Volume Discharged or Consumed: Oil

Oil
0il

Water
Water
Water

Gas
Gas
Gas

13. Time Required to Control Event:

14. Action Taken to Control Event:

15. Description of Resultant Damage/Injuries:

16. Clean up procedures and dates:

17. General Remarks:

18. Other Federal, State, and Local Agencies Notified (BLM, WOGCC (307-234-7147), WDEQ (307-777-7781), EPA National
Response Center (800-424-8802), DOI OEPC (303-445-2500), Other):

19. Signature: |Date:
.Bih.d.[_lgE.chq.L.Y.......................................................

A. Division/Field Office: [B. Date Reported to WSO:

C. Event Classification (I, II, or III):

D. Site Inspected By: Date:

E. FY (PRIORITY YEAR): INSPECTION NO:

F. INSPECTION TYPE: NU G. ACTIVITY CODE (SV or FA):
H. NO. TRIPS: INSPECTION HRS: OFFICE HRS:
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13.
14.
15.

16.
7.
18.
19,

Instructions
Report of Undesirable Event

Name of operator and oil field name.

Identification number for the lease, unit, participating area, communitization agreement, or right of way.
Date and time the undesirable event occurred.

Date and time the undesirable event was reported to BLM.

Reported by whom. Individuals name and telephone number.

Who will be in charge of the cleanup and their telephone number.

Exact location at which the undesirable event occurred.

Surface ownership; federal, state, fee, Indian, (describe).

Associated well number, tank battery identification, pipeline nomenclature or other identification description.

. Type of event; oil spill, oil and saltwater spill, oil and toxic fluid spill, toxic fluid spill, saltwater spill, saltwater and toxic fluid spill,

gas venting, blowout, fire, fatality, injury, property damage or other (specify).
Describe cause and extent of event so a determination can be made as to avoidable or unavoidable loss.
List the amount discharged as a result of the event and list the amount recovered from the event. Also list the amount which was
actually lost.
Time required to control the event in hours from the time of occurrence to when the event was stopped.
Describe the procedures and actions that were taken to control the event (include and attach photographs).
Describe the damage that that event caused, estimate the acreage of surface disturbance and document any affected cultural resources
and the loss of any wildlife or livestock.
Describe the cleanup procedures that were used along with dates and plans for reclaiming the disturbed areas.
List any other miscellaneous remarks.
Identify other federal, state and local agencies notified such as EPA, DEQ, WG&F (list names and phone numbers).
Signature and date of person receiving the report.
A. BLM Field Office where the undesirable event occurred.
B. Actual date reported to the Wyoming State Office: Send a copy of the event report to WSO (307-775-6203 Fax).
C. Determine and document the proper event classification.
Class I: >100 Barrels of fluids, >500 Mcf, into environmentally sensitive areas, or major incidents,
Class II: >10 but<100 Barrels of fluids, >50 Mcf but <500 Mcf
Class III: <10 Barrels of fluids, < 50 Mcf
List the inspection date and the BLM on site inspector.
Current Fiscal Year and Inspection Number by I&E.
Inspection type: NU = Undesirable event.

s

Activity Code: SV = Spills or venting of gas.
FA = Fires or personnel accidents.

H. Number of onsite trips, inspection hours on site, travel hours to and from the site and number of office hours.
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