
 

 

 

Wild Horse and Burro Advisory Board  
Member Biographies 

 
 

Dr. Robert E. Cope, DVM – Salmon, Idaho (Natural Resource Management) 

 

Dr. Cope, who earned his DVM at Kansas State University, has practiced veterinary medicine 

since 1975.  After relocating to Idaho, he was elected Lemhi County Commissioner in 2001 and 

still serves in that position.  Dr. Cope has been active in the National Association of Counties 

(NACo), serving as chair or vice chair of NACo’s Environment, Energy, and Land Use Steering 

Committee for nine years.  As a veterinarian for nearly 40 years, Dr. Cope has focused on large 

animals, particularly range livestock. 

 

Ms. Ginger Kathrens – Colorodo Springs, Colorado (Humane Advocacy) 

 

Ms. Kathrens is the Founder and Executive Director of the Colorado-based Cloud Foundation, a 

non-profit organization dedicated to the preservation of wild horses on public lands.  Kathrens is 

an Emmy award-winning creator of the acclaimed Public Broadcasting System series 

documenting the birth and life of a Pryor Mountains (Montana) wild stallion called “Cloud.”  

Her first Cloud film was voted the most popular documentary in the 25-year history of the 

Nature series on PBS.  Kathrens is an honor graduate of Bowling Green State University and 

holds a Master of Art’s degree in Mass Communications from Florida State University. 

 

Mr. Ben Masters- Bozeman, Montana (Wildlife Management) 

 

Mr. Masters, founder and Chief Executive Officer of Fin & Fur Films, LLC. is best known for 

his successful documentary Unbranded, an account of a 3,000-mile ride on wild horses that has 

raised awareness of the BLM’s adoption program and the myriad challenges facing public land 

managers.  Masters holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Wildlife and Fisheries Sciences from 

Texas A&M University.  

 

Dr. Sue M. McDonnell, Ph.D – West Chester, Pennsylvania (Wild Horse and Burro 

Research) 

 

Dr. McDonnell is Clinical Associate and Adjunct Professor of Reproduction and Behavior at the 

University of Pennsylvania School of Veterinary Medicine.  Also, as a certified applied animal 

behaviorist, she consults privately on equine behavior and welfare.  Dr. McDonnell, who holds a 

Ph.D. from the University of Delaware, co-edited the current leading academic book on horse 

behavior, titled “The Domestic Horse: The Evolution, Development and Management of its 

Behaviour,” published by Cambridge University Press. 

 

 

 



 

 

Ms. Jennifer Sall – Lander, Wyoming (General Public –wild horse protection; wildlife 

management; animal husbandry; or natural resource management) 

 

Ms. Sall has 25 years of experience caring for and training horses, including as manager of the 

National Outdoor Leadership School's (NOLS) Three Peaks Ranch.  There she managed a herd 

of 75 horses and trained halter-broken mustangs to become dependable working mountain 

horses.  Ms. Sall is currently the Program Manager for the Rocky Mountain Branch of the 

National Outdoor Leadership School.  Previously as a NOLS instructor, Ms. Sall logged more 

than 100 weeks in the field on public lands teaching leadership, outdoor skills (including leading 

horse-packing trips), and environmental studies. She has a Bachelor of Science in Biology from 

Bates College in Lewiston, Maine. 

 

Ms. June Sewing – Cedar City, Utah (Wild Horse and Burro Advocacy) 

 

Ms. Sewing is the Executive Director and Secretary for the National Mustang Association, for 

which she has worked since 1985 carrying out various responsibilities, including managing the 

association’s wild horse sanctuary.  Ms. Sewing has also served as the president of local 

charitable organizations – as trustee on the Cedar City hospital board for 20 years, and on a 

committee dealing with the endangered Utah prairie dog.  Ms. Sewing has received a Citizen 

Volunteer award from the Chamber of Commerce, Board of Realtors, and Southern Utah 

University.  

 

Dr. Julie Weikel, DVM -Princeton, Oregon (Veterinary Medicine) 

 

Dr. Weikel earned her Master of Veterinary Science and DVM from Washington State 

University and has practiced as a large animal veterinarian for 42 years with an equine and 

bovine focus.  As a Professor in the College of Veterinary Medicine at Washington State 

University, she taught advanced large animal medicine, radiology, and large animal clinics.  Dr. 

Weikel has served on the Southeast Oregon Advisory Committee (in the wild horse and burro 

position).  She has also served as a member of the Oregon Natural Desert Association; on the 

Morrow County School Board; and as a court-appointed special advocate volunteer. 

 

Mr. Fred T. Woehl, Jr. – Harrison, Arkansas (General Public – Equine Behavior) 
 

Mr. Woehl has been involved in the horse community for more than 40 years as a trainer, natural 

horsemanship clinician, and educator.  He is actively involved with the Equine Science 

Department at the University of Arkansas and taught Equine Science at North Arkansas 

College.  He has served as a volunteer for the BLM’s Wild Horse and Burro Program for 10 

years, conducting demonstrations of wild horse versatility and assisting with adoptions.  Mr. 

Woehl worked as a senior agricultural adviser for the U.S. State Department from October 2008 

to November 2009 in Iraq, where he was responsible for the development and implementation of 

agricultural programs and policy for the Ninewa Province. 

 

 

 



 

 

Mr. Steven Yardley - Beaver, Utah (Livestock Management) 

 

Mr. Yardley, Vice President of Yardley Cattle Company, is a public land rancher and private 

landowner who holds grazing permits from the BLM and the U.S. Forest Service.  A graduate of 

Southern Utah University, Yardley has been active with the Future Farmers of America, Utah 

Cattlemen’s Association, National Cattlemen’s Beef Association, and Southern Utah 

University’s Block and Bridle Club.  Currently, Yardley serves as Vice President of the Western 

Rangelands Conservation Association.  

 


