Wendy Haas
P.G. Box 373
Encampment, WY 82323

Brian Amme

BLM Project Manager
P.O. Box 12000
Reno, NV 89520-0006

Dear Mr. Amme;

I would like to submit a comment regarding the BLM’s Draft Vegetation Treatment EIS for use of
herbicides in 17 Western States. [ would like to express my support for Alternative B which expands
herbicide use and allows for use of new herbicides. As a rangeland manager with the U.S. Forest
Service in south-central Wyoming, | see the continued spread invasive plant species in my area. | have
never been a big fan of using chemicals to solve the many problems mankind has caused in natural
ecosystems, but sometimes they are the best tools we have. When used prudently and as part of an
mntegrated pest management program, they can be very effective and beneficial tools. | continue to
hope we can develop new biological controls and improved land management practices that will
eventually allow us to decrease our use of herbicides, but until that time, we need the chemicals.

The most alarming invasive plant trend in my area in recent years has been the spread of cheatgrass
{Bromus tectorum) in many of the sagebrush sites on my National Forest that are important winter
range for elk, mule deer and bighorn sheep. If this trend continues, we could eventually see type
conversions like those in the Great Basin. Some of the newer herbicides, like imazapic, show great
promise for treating high value sagebrush rangeland areas that are in the process of converting to
cheatgrass monocultures. Aerial application is a critical technique for precise application of these
chemicals when we need to treat steep, rocky slopes where ground application is not feasible.

I find it very unfortunate that the agency I work for is not being proactive. On my Forest we presently
cannot aerially apply any herbicide and have to stand back and watch while cheatgrass expands

annually on our steep south-facing winter range slopes. Good for BLM for addressing this issue, even
though such documents always stir up quite a bit of controversy.

Sincerely,

/,&f/wi; Kooy

Wendy Haas
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