Phillips County Weed District
PO Box 430
Malta, MT 59538
406-654-2543

Brian Amme, Project Manager
Bureau of Land Management
PO Box 12000

Reno, NV 89520-0006
January 24, 2006

Dear Brian,

The Phillips County Weed Board would like to comment on the Vegetation Treatment Programmatic
EIS/ER. The Phillips County Weed Board has a cooperative working relationship with our local
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Office and staff regarding invasive species Phillips County’s
land base is 90% mixed grass prairie rangeland. The threat of continued invasive weed spread has the
poteniial to adversely impact the livestock and recreational indusiries, and aesthetic resources that are
provided by a healthy weed free rangeland resource.

Currently, more than 90% of our rangelands are weed free. Any restriction of current and future
invasive weed management tools would be detrimental in maintaining our weed free status, We
support any effort the BLM can make to broaden the use of invasive weed management tools,
including herbicides, now and in the future. Rapid response to new weed infestations is key for us to
maintain our weed free rangelands.

Specifically, the Phillips County Weed Board supports Aliernative B. This alternative provides the
most progressive approach to the invasive weed issue. Additionally, PEIS is in need of a section
addressing Early Detection Rapid Response (EDRR). In Appendix D, the process to secure a new
herbicide is 2+ years. This is unacceptable for EDRR. There must be an approved procedure for
EDRR in regard to herbicide use,

Thank you for accepting our comments.
Sincerely,
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Geor nderson
Weed Board Chairman
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