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PLEASE DISREGARD MY PREVIOCUS EMAIL THAT WAS NOT COMPLETED OR CCRRECTED WHEN
MY FAT FINGERS HIT THE WRONG KEY ON THIS FAITHFUL OLD MAC THAT SOMETIMES
HAZ A MIND OF I7S CWN. THIS IS THE CORRECTED AND COMPLETE VERSION. THANKS.

RE: Vegetation Treatment wiith Herbicides RIS

rian Amme, Proiect Manager
BLM Newvads State Cffice
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I zgree we have a massive problem with cheatgrass. Every fire and
ery land disturbance now 1s invaded with cheatgrass. First, we must stop
nd disturbance as much as pessible to slow the invasicn. That should
clude any prescribed burns, chaining, unnecessary rcad activities and
uch, until we can get a handle on the aliready infected areas.

27 COne million acres of herbicide spraying is tremendous. I will agree
that 2-4, D and its sisters are pretty benign as far as herbicides go, but
rhe large amo: ﬁb of lands and the sheer volume of 500,000 to 2 million

gallons ¢f herbicide Dexng used in land treatment is an issue unto iltself.
How such widespread spraying affects insects, birds, wiliidiife,

groundwater, permittees who will lose their grazing areas for a periocd of
vears afterwards, and the list goes on, will most likely be addressed by
those with more authority than I, but I only peint out the sheer volumn of
everything invelved in this pushes it to the top.

3}  The most important guestion I can ask at this time is does BLM have the

several million pounds of native grass sesed Lo restore the land immediately

after spraying to try and insure cheatgxass does not come back the next

vear from lack of enough grass competition? If not, then we begin a cycle [::]
of spray, piant, and pray, and are at the mercy of the weather and other

factors. Those of us with a history of CRP and disturbances from natural

gas pipelines, drought years, and competition among weeds and the

commercial grasses we planted, would have a concern about starting an

ongoing program that may never really see an end. That has to be balanced

with the need to fight the invasion of cheatgrass.

4}  If the BLM does not have on hand several millicn pounds of the various
native grass seeds for the areas in question {and I doubt they do because
of the very nature of the grasses and lack of commercial growing), then
other grasses will have to be used. A monoculture of thousands of acres of
crested wheatgrass may not be much better than the same amount in
cheatgrass. The reseeding needs tc be done in native species that have
evolved over the thousands of years to compete here. Those same specles do
very well, when established and not disturbed on the surface, against most
invasive weeds like cheatgrass. Leafy spurge and a few other specific
weeds can infest native grasses, but we are mostly concerned with
cheatgrass, which has a hard time competing against established native
grasses and plants.

£y I observed chaining activities, guite by accident, last Wovember, 2004,
at Jim Sage Mpountain on the Idaho/Utah korder while on a iate season
archery hunt for mule deer. Jim Jage had recent fires on the mountain and
+he flats. Thcose areas had massive and total and near total cheatgrass
invasions. I left the area as chalning began and volced concerns from a
ilivestock person's views that the chalined areas would become immediately
invaded with cheatgrass because of the seedbeds surrounding them. I

eturned a vear later on Dec. 24, 2003 te the same area. I could not get
to aili of the chained areas because of *;e road conditions, but every
carcei that 1 could view was covered wi cheatgrass as one would have
Th;s ig the part that makes aunoiu:@¢y no sense to me with my
in grazing, spraving weeds, and establishing CRP grouna: Wh
BLY knowingly disturb tl nds of more acres of established
, npative grasses, and sage are right n to recent £i
¥ & choked wilith chesatgrass? utcome ig © oz add
zcres will now also have Lo be treatsd at scome lar nge
guasticnable sucgess in addition to the already burne res,
it ig done ricght and rese : ztive speciss, 1t 1 ke
years before livestock ca ould be puf into such g
Thaz i tly im g that BLM is trying t
LR s ha nd disturbancas, such as < ing, until
we o adl the acres of weeds we al dy ! If we
defe in ev@ryom@’s ;n:erest to eliminate 300 EE ipers,
dont a chain, but use a chainsaw. Have the fire tart
thi their down time, not clear cutting them. They weare
zel 35 sach in our neighborhood for fence posts and they last
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forever. Those actions would be a lot more cost effective than helicopter
spraying of herbicides and then aerial seeding and fertilizing afterx
tearing the surface up with chaining.

I again thank you for being able Lo comment and hope vou will consider th
items herewith. Invasion of weeds has o be one of the top priorities of
zll the public land agencies 1if we are to keep our lands as we have known
them, I truly wish vou good luck in this difficult fask and hope good
science and common sense prevail.

Mark Steele
P.&. Box &7
Scda Springs, ID 83276
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