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Herbicides oubt west

Subject: Comment on BLM Programmatic BEIS for pesticide Vegetation
reatmants
in 17 Western States

Brian Amme, Proiject Manager
BLM, P.0. Box 12000
Rene, NV B89520-0006
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I have reviewed the Bureau of Land Management's proposal to study pest
appiicat%ons to public lands in western states, I am urging BLM to use
pesticides cnly in minimal amounts for researck purposes, net as a
large-scale management strategy. In particular, aerial spraying will
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likely
have the most negative lmpacts on non-target vegetation and wildlife, as
well as rourists and native peoples. With any large-scal apnl%ﬁations,
these chemicals are known to drift much further than anticipated and cause
unexpected health and scclogical impacts. Ti sticides that would be used
inciude persistent and mobile chemicals, i ng known developmental and
reproductive toxing. Recent research on ar ns has shown at these
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feadpacks in ecological communities are likely, with time, to eventually
We may lose some bicdiversity along the way - and

cthing short of a tragedy - but a soll covered by invasive piants
is $+ill healthier and less prone to ercsion than a bare soll treated with
large~scale herbicides. Moreover, such bare-soll conditicns only promots
more invasive species.

Thank vyou for consideration of public comments.
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