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Dear Reader: 

Enclosed for your review and comment is the Draft Vegetation Treatments Using Aminopyralid, 
Fluroxypyr, and Rimsulfuron on Bureau ofLand Management Lands in 17 Western States 
Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PElS). This document assesses, on a national level, 
the Bureau of Land Management's (BLM's) use of the active ingredients aminopyralid, fluroxypyr, 
and rimsulfuron. If approved, these three herbicides would be added to the BLM' s list of 18 
approved active ingredients and integrated into the vegetation management program that was 
analyzed in a PElS released in 2007. 

Alternatives analyzed in the draft PElS include the No Action Alternative, or a continuation of use of 
18 currently approved herbicides. In addition, three action alternatives were evaluated: 1) the 
Preferred Alternative, which would allow the BLM to use aminopyralid, fluroxypyr, and rimsulfuron 
in addition to the currently approved herbicides; 2) an alternative that would prohibit aerial spraying 
of the three new herbicides; and 3) an alternative that would only allow the BLM to add the two new 
herbicides without acetolactate synthase-inhibiting active ingredients (aminopyralid and fluroxypyr). 
Under all alternatives (including the No Action Alternative), projected maximum total use of 
herbicides would be the same, at 932,000 acres annually. 

The Draft PElS details the expected impacts and benefits from the BLM' s use of herbicides, and 
provides analyses to determine which herbicide active ingredients will be approved for use on public 
lands administered by the BLM in the Western United States, including Alaska. 

We appreciate any comments and public discussions that will help us develop the Final PElS. As 
required by the National Environmental Policy Act, we have submitted copies of the Draft PElS to 
the Environmental Protection Agency. Comments can be submitted to the BLM throughout the 45
day comment period. If you have any questions regarding this document, please contact Gina 
Ramos, W0-220 at (202) 912-7226. Comments on the Draft PElS should be sent to: 

Ms. Gina Ramos 
PElS Project Manager 
Bureau ofLand Management 
1849 C Street NW, Rm 2134 LM, W0-220 
Washington, DC 20240 
E-Mail: blm _ wo _ vegeis@blm.gov 
Fax: (202) 912-7182 

~ot#L_ 
Edwin Roberson 
Assistant Director 
Resources and Planning 
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