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The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) maintains a transportation network that 
encompasses 76,088 road miles, 776 bridges, and 18,412 miles of multiple-use trails – 
connecting 258 million acres of BLM-administered public lands in eleven western states 
and Alaska. By way of comparison, the Interstate Highway System is 46,837 miles. The 
sheer size of this network significantly challenges BLM efforts to provide safe 
transportation on public lands. 

 
 
One component of the network is the Land Management Highway System 
(LMHS), which consists of the state- and county-maintained public roads and bridges 
that serve as critical connectors to the BLM transportation system and its lands. 
The LMHS enables the BLM to partner with state and county agencies in comprehensive 
transportation management to better serve the traveling public. 
 
Comprehensive transportation planning has become a major priority for the BLM. 
Extensive cross-country travel impacts vegetation, soils, air and water quality, and 
cultural resources, and can fragment habitat on “open” lands, or lands where travel is not 
restricted. The BLM undertakes thoughtful and comprehensive transportation planning to 
lessen these potential problems. 
 

     
 
The BLM transportation system, historically used primarily by BLM personnel and 
leaseholders, is now also extensively used by the general public, as many rural 



communities contiguous to public lands continue to experience unprecedented growth in 
residents and visitors. The completion of the federal highway system, and ongoing 
improvements to state highway systems, has also helped make formerly remote public 
lands more accessible and convenient to large populations. Where public lands were 
once destinations for extended-stay recreation opportunities, they now increasingly 
serve as backyard afternoon retreats.  
 
The growth of commercial activities and industries throughout the West has also brought 
many new economic opportunities to BLM-administered lands. The resulting mix of 
recreational and commercial activities further contribute to the complex challenges in 
managing the BLM transportation system. 
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1. Keywords : Alaska, BLMAKSA031, Scenic, BLMAKSA031.jpg, Fall colors, Taylor Highway  
Description : fall colors along Taylor Highway, AK  

 
2. Keywords : Colorado, RGFO, RG0051, Scenic, Gold, Canyon, Byway, Belt, Shelf, Road, Canyons, Scenic 

Byway, Canyon Rim, Rim, Shelf Road Gold Belt  
Description : Driving alone Gold Belt Byways, CO  

 
3. Keywords : Montana, MTMT-LE1-099, Clouds, Road, Butte, MT-LE1-099.JPG  

  Description : Storm clouds behind a butte, MT  

 
4. Keywords : Montana, MTMT-BU2-043, Road, Hill, MT-BU2-043.JPG  

Description : Road along the Big Hole River, MT  
 

5. Keywords : Idaho, IDbiketrails047, BIKETRAILS047.JPG  
Description : Recreation Scenic Biker Shoshone Field Office USRD Upper Snake River District, ID  

 
6. Description : Colorado, North Fruita Desert Mountain Bike Trail, Grand Junction Field Office, CO 

 

 
 

 


