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ObjectivesObjectives

• Identify and reference current statutes, 
regulations, and policies that establish BLM 
authority for management of paleontological 
resources.

• Describe the purpose of current statutes, 
regulations, and policies.

• Give examples of fossil resources that are/are 
not protected under current authorities.
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“Searching for fossils also comes in 
many flavors, from microscopic siftings 

through tiny grains, to overland 
reconnaissance for suitable bedding 

settings to uncover bones…”

- Dr. James Garvin, NASA, Chief Scientist for Planetary 
Exploration, Goddard Space Flight Center
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Many of the fossils that you see in museums 
all over the country and the world come 

from your public lands. 
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What we are going to coverWhat we are going to cover

• We will identify what the major laws, 
regulations, policies and judicial decisions 
that are important for paleontological 
resources management.

• We will describe the purpose of each of 
these.

• We will do an exercise that will apply some 
of these authorities to a specific situation.
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Authority for management of 
paleontological resources on 
BLM lands.  

• Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act of 1976 (FLPMA)

–Reinforced by: 165 IBLA 231 (April 13, 
2005)
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Permits for scientific research, inventory, and 
study.

• Federal Land Policy and Management Act 
(FLPMA)
Reinforced by: 165 IBLA 231 (April 13, 2005), 
Board of Regents of the University of Oklahoma 

• Antiquities Act of 1906 (pre- FLPMA)
205 DM 3 (1984) (by Secretarial Order)
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Environmental ProtectionEnvironmental Protection

For surface disturbing activities on public lands, 
such as mining, mineral leasing, 
and ROWs.

• National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
• Federal Land Policy and Management Act 

(FLPMA)
• Associated surface management regulations: 

3809, 2800, 8365
• Mineral Leasing Act – Onshore Order No. 1; 

3101 and 3162; 2880
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Other StatutesOther Statutes

Protection of paleontological resources 
found in context with archaeological 
resources.

• Archaeological Resources Protection Act 
(ARPA)

Protection of paleontological resources in 
significant caves.
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Other StatutesOther Statutes

Salvage of paleontological resources found 
in federal highway projects.

• Archaeological and Paleontological Salvage 
Provision

Salvage of scientifically significant 
paleontological resources found in federally 
licensed or funded construction activities.
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Other StatutesOther Statutes

Recognition of special areas containing 
paleontological resources by designation of 
national monuments, special management 
areas, and national natural landmarks.

• Antiquities Act of 1906 (national monuments)
• Federal Land Policy and Management Act 

(FLPMA) (ACECs, NCAs, etc.)
• Historic Sites Act of 1935 (national landmarks, 

historic and natural)
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Other StatutesOther Statutes

• Curation of scientifically significant 
paleontological resources in non-federal 
repositories.

• Federal Property and Administrative Services Act 
of 1949, as amended

– 411 DM 1-3 and supplemental Museum 
Property Guidance
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Other StatutesOther Statutes

• Law Enforcement

• Theft of Property – 18 U.S.C. 641
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RegulationsRegulations

• Recreational hobby collecting of 
reasonable amounts of common 
invertebrate and plant fossils.

• 43 CFR 8365.1-5(b)(2)  
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• Designated a mineral material by Congress in 
1962 with hobby collecting provision (P.L. 87-
713)

• Commercial collection under mineral material 
sales contract (Materials Act of 1947; 43 CFR 
3601)
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the meaning of the United States mining 
laws, and lands containing such remains are 
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AUTHORITIES EXERCISEAUTHORITIES EXERCISE
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what is the authority, i.e., why or 
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