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INTRODUCTION 

The bibliography is the cUlmination of six months of intensive 

research on the archeological literature of southwestern Colorado by 

the senior author. This research will eventually result in an over­

view of the prehistory of the Mesa Verde culture area within the 

bounds of Colorado. Since the final result is still in preparation 

and the amount of archeological research in the area is increasing, 

the authors believe this work will serve as an interim guide to the 

incredible amount of literature on the area. Every effort has been 

made to diligently search past and current works on southwestern 

Colorado and cross-reference other bibliographies. The result has 

been the compilation of over 1,000 references on the archeology 

of southwestern Colorado. The authors believe this is the most 

exhaustive search of its kind since Herb Dick's work in the early 

1950's (Dick 1953). This bibliography is up-to-date as of January 

1978 with a few additional references added since that date. 

Undoubtedly there have been sources or literature missed. It 

is hoped that what was inadvertently overlooked is not a major work. 

It might be noted that during the course of this research the authors 

learned of a number of student papers done as a part of some graduate 

or undergraduate level course that may be useful to the profession. 

An attempt has been made to cite these works, but many more have 

probably been missed. Should any work or works have been overlooked, 

the authors would greatly appreciate any additional data the reader 
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may have available. Any additional references that can be provided 

will be utilized in the final overview report. 

As one reads or even thumbs through the bibliography, it will 

become apparent that the work mirrors the evolutionary trend that 

American archeology has taken. The progression from the early 

theorizing about origins through data gathering and presentation 

and finally into the current level of sophisticated presentation of 

data and explanation can easily be seen in the citations. 

Although the purpose of this introduction is not to write the 

history of the Mesa Verde area archeology at this time. it is further 

worth noting that some of the IIfather" figures of modern anthropological 

theory have contr~buted to the varied literature in this bibliography. 

P,1any of the first generation American archeologists, particularly Sbuth­

westerners, have also contributed to the cited literature. The list of 

early authors reads something like a Who's Who in Southwest archeology. 

Names like Holmes, Jackson, Morgan, Wetherill, Nordenskiold, Cummings, 

Chapin, Hewett, Prudden, Fewkes, Kidder, Morley, Morris, Martin, and 

Roberts appear in the following pages. Much of the work done by these 

individuals and others stands the test of time and is still acceptable 

by today's standards. No small amount of the work of this early period 

stands alone as the only literature on the subject to date. Again, the 

purpose here is not to write a history, as that will be a major part of 

the overview, but rather to disseminate this rather impressive biblio­

graphy to the professional community and other interested parties. 
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FOREWORD 


Cultural resource management in the Bureau of Land Management
necessitates an understanding of what approaches have been taken in 
archeology 1n previous years 1n order to evaluate cultural values 
and the steps necessary to protect them. In line with this need to 
know what has been done, the Bureau is developing a class I inventory 
or an overview of the archeology on public lands. 

It is becoming obvious from our efforts to gather this overview 
data that in some areas, particularly southwestern Colorado, much 
of the early archeology which has defined cultural sequences was a 
result of work done on public lands. In fact, the first two archeo­
logical sites recorded in what is now Colorado (the Escalante Site 
and Canyon Pintado) are on public lands. These sites were recorded 
in 1776 by Fathers Dominguez and Escalante. 

This bibliography is a part of an overview of southwestern 
Colorado that is still in preparation and encompasses the early work 
in that portion of the State. In view of the increasing levels of 
archeological work in southwestern Colorado, particularly in the 
Bureau of Reclamation's Dolores River Project area, this comprehen­
sive bibliography is being presented so that it may be used to locate 
often obscure and rare references for those working in the area. 
The Bureau and other agencies can also utilize this data for their 
planning and management efforts that require archeological input. 
It will aid in the search for the pertinent literature that is re­
quired for these types of documents and plans. This work ;s also 
the first attempt since the 1950's to assemble and update as much of 
the literature on this subject as was possible. 

I am pleased to make this fifth publication in cultural 
resources available to the public and to the professional community. 

DALE R. ANDRUS 
State Director 
Colorado 
Bureau of Land Management 

i 





BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Abel I Leland J. 
1955 	 San Juan Red Hare, Mesa Verde Gray Ware, r-1esa Verde 

l~hite Ware, and San Juan White Ware. In Pottery
types of the Southwest, edited by Harold S. Colton. 
Museum of Northern Arizona, Ceramic Series 3B. 

Adams, E. Charles 
1973a Hypothesis formulation concerning strategy in site 

location employed by prehistoric inhabitants of the 
Upper San Juan Region, Piedra District. Department 
of Anthropology, University of Colorado, Boulder. 
xeroxed. 

1973b 	 Report on 1973 inventory of archaeological resources, 
Southern Ute Tribe Reservation, Bureau of Indian 
Affairs. Bureau of Indian Affairs, Ignacio. xeroxed. 

1974 	 Location strategy employed by prehistoric inhabitants 
of the Piedra District, Colorado. Southwestern Lore 
40(1): 13-26. 

1975 	 Causes of prehistoric settlement systems in the lower 
Piedra District, Colorado. Unpublished Ph.D. disser­
tation. Department of Anthropology, University of 
Colorado, Boulder. 

1976 	 Locations on some Navajo refugee period sites in 
Southwest Colorado. Awanyu 4(2):23-30. 

Adkins, Frank 
1975 Basketmaker II. All Points Bulletin, Denver Chapter, 

Colorado Archaeological Society Newsletter 12(7). 

Afton, Jean 
1971 Cultural analysis of burial goods from certain Anasazi 

sites. Southwestern Lore 37(1):15-26. 

Ambler, J. Richard 
1977 The Anasazi. Museum of Northern Arizona, Flagstaff. 

Amsden, Charles Avery 
1938 The ancient Basketmakers I. Masterkey 12:205-214. 

1939 	 The ancient Basketmakers II. ~1asterkey 13:18-25, 
46-105, 125-131. 

1 




1949 	 Prehistoric Southwesterners from Basketmaker to Pueblo. 
Southwest Museum, Los Angeles. 

Anderson, Bruce A. 
1970 A Basketmaker II burial from Archuleta County, Colorado. 

Southwestern Lore 36(2):34-40. 

Anderson, 	Elaine 
n.d. 	 Fauna. In The Durango South Project: archaeological

salvage of two late Basketmaker II sites in the Durango
District, by John D. Gooding. Colorado Archaeological
Society, Memoir (In press, ms. 1977). 

Anderson, 	 Sidney
1961 	 Mammals of Mesa Verde National Park, Colorado. 

University of Kansas Museum of Natural History, 
MOnQgraRh 14 ( 3 ) . 

Anonymous
1890 Cliff Dweller relics. American Antiquarian 12(43) :45. 

1893 	 The Cliff Dwellers. Chicago World's Columbian Exposi­
tion, the M. Jay Smith Exploring Co., Chicago. 

1908 	 Our relics in the Mesa Verde. Travel 13:198. New York. 

1909a 	 The Spruce Tree House of the Mesa Verde. Travel 1. 

1909b 	 The Mesa Verde National Park. Press of Charles 
Scribner's Sons, New York. 

1909c 	 The Spruce Tree House of the Mesa Verde. Popular
Science Monthly 75:618-620. 

1910 	 Mesa Verde National Park. In American Scenic and 
Historical Preservation Society, 15th Annual Report:
126-127. New York. 

1915 The Mesa Verde National Park. Press of Charles Scribner's 
Sons, New York. 

1916a The Mesa Verde National Park. Special characteristic: 
prehistoric cliff dwellings. In American Scenic and 
Historical Preservation Society, 21st Annual Report: 
668-672. 	 New York. 

1916b 	 American's most marvelous prehistoric ruins. Capitol
Life Record 2:2,6-7,9,11,13,15. Washington, D.C. 

2 




1916c Ruins of the Mesa Verde National Park. Science 
Monthly 2:308-212. London. 

1917a America1s park of prehistoric ruins. American 
Traveller1s Gazette 67:4-6. New York. 

1917b The Mesa Verde. Pan American Union, Bulletin 45: 
230-241. Washington, D. C. 

1917c Prehistoric ruins of the Mesa Verde National Park. 
Scientific American Supplement 83:297. New York. 

1919 Delving into how we came to know of the mysterious 
dwellings in Mesa Verde National Park. Railroad Red 
Book 35:28-33, Denver. 

1920 Hcvenweep National Monument proclaimed. In American 
Scenic and Historical Preservation Society, 28th Annual 
Report:174~175. New York. - ­

1921a The archaeological expedition. University of Denve!. 
Bulletin 22. 

1921b Excavating cliff dwellings in Mesa Verde. Unique
structural features of the kivas of Square Tower House 
and the discovery of new ruins. Scientific American 
Month1,x 3:9-13. 

1923 Basketmaker caves in the ~1esa Verde. El Palacio 40(10): 
164.. 165. 

1925a Hovenweep National Monument. In American Scenic and 
Historical Preservation Societ.x, 30th Annual Report:
144-145. New York. 

1925b Mesa Verde National Park. In American Scenic and Histori­
cal Preservation Society, 30th Annual Report:145-156.
New York. 

1925c Mesa Verde National Park. Municipal Facts 8:22. New 
York. 

1925d Yucca House National t~onument, American Scenic and 
Historical Preservation Societ,x, 30th Annual Report:
147-148. New York. 

1927 Prehistoric Indian pottery ;s found in ruins near Mesa 
Verde, Colorado. American Indian 1(9):8. Tulsa. 

3 




1928 	 Bird fetish from Mesa Verde. E1 Palacio 45(2):25-29. 

1929 	 Qiscovery of Mesa Verde Cliff House. Mazama 11:12. 
Portland, Oregon. 

1933 	 Funds granted for repairs at Mesa Verde and Aztec Ruins. 
Museum News 11(11):1. 

1937 	 Excavations begun on sites in southwestern Colorado. 
Field Museum News 1(9):2. 

1950 	 River basin surveys in Colorado. Southwestern Lore 
16:13-15. 

1959 	 Checklist of birds of Mesa Verde National Park, Colorado. 
Mesa Verde National Park t1useum, Colorado. mimeographed. 

Applegarth, Susan 
1974 Survey of the Bayfield-Pagosa Transmission Line. 

Southwestern Lore 40(314):99-102. 

Arrhenuis, Gustaf and Enrico Bonath 
1965 	 The Mesa Verde Loess. In Contributions of the Wetherill 

Mesa Archaeological Project, assembled by Douglas
Osbourne. Society for American Archaeo1og,y, Memoir 
19:92.. 101. 

Armstrong, D. M. 
1972 Distribution of mammals in Colorado. University of 

Kansas Museum of Natural History, Monograph 3. 

Atwood, Wallace W. 
1912 A geographic study of the Mesa Verde. Association of 

American Gevgraphers, Annals 1:95-100. 

Atwood, Wallace W. and Kirtley F. Mather 
1932 Physiology and Quaternary geology of the San Juan 

r'tountains, Colorado. U.S. Geological Survey, Professional 
Paper 166. 

B. W. H. 
1882 Aztec remains in La Plata County Colorado. Kansas 

City Review 6(7):442. 

1890 Cliff Dweller relics, Colorado. American Antiquarian 
120) :43-45. 

Baars, Donald L. 
1971 	 The San Juan corner. The Enchanted Wilderness 1:22. 

4 




Bailey, A. M. and R. J. Niedrach 
1965 Birds of Colorado, 2 Vols. Denver ~1useum of Natural 

History, Denver. 

Baldwin, Gordon C. 
1938 Basketmaker and Pueblo sandals. Southwestern Lore 

4(1):1-6. 

1963 	 The Ancient Ones: Basketmakers and Cliff Dwellers of 
the Southwest. Norton, New York. 

Barber, E. A. 
1876a Rock inscriptions of the "ancient Pueblos" of Colorado. 

American Naturalist 10:716-725. 

1876b 	 Ancient pottery of Colorado, Utah, Arizona and New 
Mexico. American Naturalist 10(8):449-464. 

1877 	 Stone implements and ornaments from the ruins of 
Colorado, Utah and Arizona. American Naturalist 11(5): 
264-275. 

1878 	 The ancient Pueblos, or the ruins of the valley of the 
Rio San Juan. Parts 1 and 2. American Naturalist 
12:614. 

Barty, Elizabeth Chesley 
1956 Americans before Columbus. The Viking Press, New York. 

Bell, Patti 
n.d. 	 Microflora and microfauna from the Tamarron Site, 

5LP326. Southwestern Lore (In press, ms. 1977). 

Bell, W. H. and E. F. Castetter 
1941 The utilization of yucca. stool, and bear grass by the 

aborigines. University of New Mexico, Biological Series 
5(5). 

Bennett, Kenneth A. 
1975 Skeletal remains from Mesa Verde National Park, Colorado. 

National Park Service Wetherill r1esa Studies, 2. 

Bennett, Kenneth A. and Frederick S. Hulse 
1966 Micro evolution at Mesa Verde. International Congress

of Americanists, 36th Proceedings. 

Bessels, E. 
1876 	 The human remains found among the ancient ruins of 

southwestern Colorado and New Mexico. U.S. Geological 
Survey, Bulletin 2:47-63. 

5 




Birkedal. Terje G. 
1968 	 Site 1926: an isolated Pueblo III kiva near Long House: 

Wetherill Mesa. In Contributions to Mesa Verde 
archaeology V. emergency archaeology in Mesa Verde 
National Park. Colorado, 1948-1966. edited by R. H. 
Lister. universitf of Colorado Studies, Series in 
Anthropology. No.5. 

1970 	 The manos of Chimney Rock. Paper prepared for 
anthropology class 520, Dr. Eddy. Department of 
Anthropology. University of Colorado, Boulder. xeroxed. 

1976a 	 Basketmaker III residence units: a study of prehistoric 
social organization in the Mesa Verd~ Archaeological
District. Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation. Department
of Anthropology. University of Colorado, Boulder. 

1976b 	 Salvage excavations on t4etherill Mesa, t1esa Verde 
National Park Colorado 1970-71, sites 1937. 1938, 1571, 
1940, 1554, 1553, 1824. r1esa Verde National Park, 
Colorado. xeroxed. 

Birksa11, W. R. 
1891 The cliff dwellings of the canyons of the t,1esa Verde. 

American Antiquarian and American Geographical Society 
BUlletin 23:584-620. 

Bolton, Herbert E. 
1972 Pageant in the wilderness. The story of the Escalante 

Expedition to the interior basin. 1776. Utah State 
Historical Society. Salt Lake CHy-.-

Boyer, ~r. E. 
1928 Customs of Cliff Dwellers. Municipal Facts 11:26. 

New York. 

Bradley, B. 
1974 Preliminary excavations at the Wallace Ruin. South­

western Lore 40(3 and 4}:63-7l. 

Brandagee, T. S. 
1876 The flora of southwestern Colorado. United States 

Geological and Geographic Survey, Bulletin 3(3):227-248. 

Breternitz, David A. 
1966 	 An appraisal of tree ring dated pottery types in the 

Southwest. Anthropological rapers of the University 
of Arizona, No. 10. 

6 




1971 	 Partial report of inventory of Indian ruins, Dolores 
Ri ver area. r1emorandum report, 1 October 1971. Bureau 
of Land r~anagement, Denver. xeroxed. 

1972a 	 Archaeological survey of Hesa Verde National Park, 
Long t1esa. 1971. (3 Vols.) Mesa Verde National Park, 
Colorado. xeroxed. 

1972b 	 Final report of inventory of Indian ruins, ~olores 
Ri ver area. Bureau of Land r'lanagement, Montrose. 
xeroxed. 

1973a 	 Summary of the archaeological survey of a proposed
wilderness area in ~esa Verde National Park. Mesa 
Verde National Park, Colorado. xeroxed. 

1973b 	 Tree ring dated Basketmaker III and Pueblo 1 sites in 
~1esa Verde National Park. r4idwest Archaeological Center, 
National Park Service, Lincoln. xeroxed. 

1974 	 Archaeological resources of the f1cPhee Reservoir area. 
Dolores River Project. Bureau of Reclamation, Durango.
xeroxed. 

1975a 	 Archaeological resources of the Towaoc Canal and 
laterals, Dolores River Project, Colorado. National 
Park Service Interagency Archaeological Services, 
Denver. xeroxed. 

1975b 	 Cultural resource inventory of the Kiva Point Locality, 
Ute Mountain, Ute Homeland. Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
Albuquerque. xeroxed. 

1975c 	 r1esa Verde Research Center, 1975. Southwestern Lore 
41(4):17-21. 

1975d 	 Summary of archaeological resources, Dolores River 
Project, southwest Colorado. '·1idwest Archaeological
Center, National Park Service, Lincoln. xeroxed. 

Breternitz, David, Terje Birkedal, and Dan Martin 
1971 The archaeological survey of f1esa Verde National Park, 

Long t1esa, Vols. 1 and 2, parts 1-4. Mesa Verde Nat iona1 
Park, Colorado. xeroxed. 

Breternitz, David A. and Jack Smith 
1972 Mesa Verde; the green table. In National parkways.

Worldwide Research and Publishing Company, Casper. 

7 



00 

FIGURE 1. Circa 1875 photograph of cliff dwelling in Sand Canyon by W. H. Jackson. 
Courtesy Smithsonian Institution National Anthropological Archives. 
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FIGURE 2. 1977 photograph of 5MT 1828. 

This view of the same site as Figure 1 shows the lack of 

destruction to isolated sites and the extraordinary 

preservation qualities of rock shelters. Note the lack 

of change in the vegetation over a lOO-year period. 
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FIGURE 3. Circa 1875 photograph of surface pueblo in McElmo Canyon by W. H. Jackson. 
The ca?tion on the photo is in error. The site is near but not on Battle Rock. 
Courtesy Smithsonian Institution National Anthropological Archives. 
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FIGURE 4. 1977 photograph of 5MT 1825, which is the same 
site as Figure 3. This site is located near a modern road 
and has suffered extremes in vandalism. Note the radical 
changes between 1875 and 1977. 
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