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OPEN FILE REPORTS 

The category of "Open File Report" is used by BLM- Alaska 
to identify t he results at inventories or other investiga t ions 
that are made available to the public outside the formal 
BLM-Alaska technical publication series. These reports 
include preliminar y or incomplete data that are nOt publ ished 
and distributed in quantity but that are available tor public 
inspection at BLM offices in Alaska, the osor Resources 
Library in Anchorage, and the various libraries of the 
University of Alaska . 

Copies of open tile reports are also available for inspection 
at the USDI Natural Resources Library in Wa shington, D. C. 
and at the BUM Denver Service Center Library. 

Beth E . Walton an archeologist in the Bureau of Land Management's 
Al aska State Office in Anchorage . Cheryl McCaffrey is an 
ecologist working in the same o ffice •• 



Absuact 

A c~ltural resource ft xa~ination of the Denali Mine plan area founa 
that no signif icant site s , structures or objects woula be a f fected by 
the ~ine operation . Observations supplementinq work of De.sauer and 
Ha rvey a re also documented . 

Introduction 

The Glennalle n ~esource Area Manager under tne authority of 43 Cf~ 
3809 required a cultural resource e~a~ination'of Denali Mine prior to 
authoriz i ng n~ surface distu,bance . On May 28-29, 1984, Be th Walton 
(ArchaeolOg i st , ASO/BLM), Cheryl McCaffr ey (Biolog i st , ASO/BLM) and 
Joel St ra t man (Geol Ogist, WGM) accompl i shed the requ i s ite field work. 
SUM Resources, Inc., the .ine operator, most generously provided food. 
lodging, and .spa. Very speCial thanks is extendea to Guy Saco. Mine 
Manager; Jerry Harann, Mine Superintendent ana Joe l Stratman for their 
time and expertise. 

Background 

Valdez Creek has been a gold lIlining area s ince 1903 . l'he area ' s local 
history has been documented in An Historical Resource Study of the 
Vslde~ Cre ek Mininq District , ALaska-1977, hy Peter F. Des.auer and 
David w. Harvey (1980) . Between 1979 and 1983. mining in the T~~ny 
c~t wa,. continued by tne Denali Mining Co . In U8), valde~ Creek 
Joint Venture took over e xploration of the claim group and in 1984 
a.sumed control of the mining operat i on as well . AS the 198 4 pr09ra~ 
propose • .are than five acreS of distur bance , a plan of operations waS 
submitted to BL~ Glennallen Resource Area . 

l'he s ite of the old settlement of Denali (Map 1) 1. witnin the cam? 
and access a,ea of the prese nt operation . A cultural r esource 
exa~ination waS deemed necessary to determine the relationsnip between 
the r" ..... ining features of Denali s ettlement and tne new operations. 
l'he ~ining plan requires e nlargement of the spoil gtor~ge area , 
aoo i tiOnal settling ponas and a new puolic aCCeSS road aC rOSS the 
claims; t hese areaS are beyond Denali and were examined tor 
prehistoric and historic material . 

Environment 

The Denali Mine lies on a long , broad , gentle slope about half way 
between the Suaitna River and th~ abrupt rise of the mountains to the 
east . 

The bloc~ ot c l aims making u? the Denali Mine area has been utilizea 
for mining ana for residence to varying degrees since 1903. Mining 
operations tnrough 1981 nac disturbed the n~tural landscape and 
vegetation of 40-50' of tne present block of claims (Map 2) . Trees 
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Ulrougnout the Vaioez Creek drainage \<Iere utilizeo for construct:ion of 
build i ngs, firewood and Mine shoring . ~s a r ",~u lt of this intensive 
use there are very few trees in this portion of the Valoez Creek 
landscAp" • 

At present the area not disturbeo by the r ece nt min ing operations is 
densely lI"getated with "hrubs (I<IUlow, hbrador tea, Clwarf birch) and 
!DOSS lsphaghnum). Tnere 1$ a ,"puce s cattering of spruce near ;<;il1O'o' 
Creek and occas ional (lense patches of blue jo int gr ..ss. ~he willows 
are heavily browsed. 

Aocoroing to Dessauer ano Harvey large game was plentiful in Valdez 
Creek drainage until 1917 . By that date hunting to supply the miners 
had depleted the animals. This spring at least four moos" with new 
calves we r e observed along Willow Creek ana four caribou were embling 
beside t~e Valdez Creek acCess road . This easy visibility of l arge 
game ~ay indic ate a return to the historic abundance of these ani~al•• 

Th~ lan~scape and surface resOurCeS of the area, while nOt precluding 
prehistodc use, ><ould not be p ...rticul ... r ly "ttractive to per .....nent 
OCCUp<\tion. The environmental factor leading to intensive historic 
use w...~, and is. the presence of gold . 

MethO<lS 

The B~ ' s staf f conducted its examination for cultural resourCeS On 
foot. Pr iority of areas was establisheo by the most pressing needs of 
t he mining operation. The sequence of are .... w...~ : 

1. spoil dispOSdl atea 

2 . settling pond area 

3 . propo~eo road and e xploration l i ne8 (M" p 2). 

Examination was by irregular transect; vegetation covered t he ground 
completely in all ""eas traversed . Vegetation type ana den~ity w~re 
consistent throughout the ar~a so the transect was r e placed by a 
topographic change e xamination. Relative high poi nts . nat spots an<.l 
all three ~3sive bouleers on tne gentle slope ~ere exa.. ined. 
Subsurface sar-ples were provioeo b1 1 to 3 1ear old exploration trails 
and four trO'o'el Nob"s of high-or - fLat spots . Standing weathered 
woo<.Ien structures "ere documented by fi eld notes , s ketches and 35 rnm 
811des . 

f i Mings 

110 roaterh.l from the prenistoric Or ethnographic tir..e Pf:rio<.i was 
found . The his toric per i od is represented by remnantS of the Denali 
settlem"nt. 
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As s~own on M4p 2 ~nd nu~red ~. below. tne re~ins consist of: 

l 	 cabin ruin: lOgs, tr&s~, broken bott l es, bro~en cnin~ ana a wooa 

stove . Tne structure i s compl e tely destroyed . 


2 	 DOg kennels: four simple slope<J roof structures remain. All are 

in p:x>r (unu8&b1e) condition. 


3 	 Gravea : ..nite pic ke t fenc~s about 8 ' long, 5 ' wiae <lnd 4' high 

surround eacn of two graves . Sot~ grave. are in good condition. 

Fence. are ~de of 4x 4 COrnerS and 2x4 rails with 4xl/4 pickets. 

The east gr~ve is ident i fied by ~ horizontal, brOnze(?) plaque 

(approx i mately 12° x SO) th~t re~ds 


P. J. McDonald 

born 1973 died 1935


" , 

The west grave is ..rked by a s~th round-top wooden alab 
neaastone . No l e ttering or paint is visible . The area encl09ed 
by the fence and the size of the headstone are typical of an adult 
burial (~U"'''8 and ileadatones for chHdren are us ually 31l1aLLer 
tn~n for adulta) . This i, probably the gr ...... of Joe Polke n, 
"•••kiLled in a hydraulic accident in 1922, •.•and the thi r J 
for a Coffiel d child (1964-65) . " (DeBSauer and iluvey 1980, 94) . 
No trace was found of th i s th ird grave . Both graves are in good 
condition . 

4 	 Sled dump : The remains of sleds usea to haul in supplies are 
pri~Ii ly of running gear; no beds ~ere observed . Tundra 
...ege t,nion has obscure" many pieces . There are l1~ely more tl'1an 
ten and fewer than thirty pieces. 

~ 	 Three-hole Privy: Th i s 9 ' x 6' Shipl ap plank s tructur e is s t ill 
in occasional use . The roof is gabled and there are 1 x 8" 
cornercaps . The inte rior has two partit i ons for s emipri ...acy of 
mult i ple occu~nts. 

6 	 Superinte ndent's house: The Ioof ana east ·~all of this three-rOOl:! 
log cabin have fa l len in . Dessauer and Har ...ey (1980: 89, 98-99) 
noted that this &tructure ~a8 partially collapsed in 1977 . 
Observa t i ons i n 1984 are at ...ariance with the details given in 
thei r 1980 report, particularly in the floor plan (com~re Yig . 1, 
p. 4 with Dessauer and Harvey , Fig . ~) . 

walls are log {approx imat.. ly S" dia~eterJ chinked with 
and burlap . S~woust was used as i nsuletion in the 
0" tne eas t side, ..... rtic" l oark s l at>s close tne 8p"Ce 

oetween the bott~ log and tne present ground sur face . 
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The ~in entry , a toUt horizontal oyer two ve rt ical panel dOor , i, 
nearly centered i n the ~est wal l of the sttuCture. A second 
( ki t Chen) entry is in t he soutn wall. Thi. door i . Z- ~recea, 

pattern~ tongue-end- g roove (Pi9 . 2) . There il One lon~ 4/4 fix80 
Wl ndOW i n tn.. aouth waLL. In the we.t , tnete II e 2/2 wi ndow 
oestde the .. In entry aoor a~ e 2/2 ~indow nea r the aou th COrner 
of t he bearoom . The s tanding r ..nent of t he eest ve IL he. a ~ll 
2/2 .. Inoow. 'nIe no ttll wall hll. II 2/2 .. i ndow neer tne west 
corner . All the.e wi noow. er. double hung . All rl~lnlng 
exterior framee ere s imple lx' a e sement peinted • dllp ember 
yellow . 

Exteriot logs were smoothed on tne interior eide . The 
floor epace (P i g . 1) we . d i vided i nto th t ee roome end. 

s-e11 wlllk-tn pantry. !oIIIlIa end cel li.nq were COllate<! ..,!tn cen"ae 
terp.. Thle. in turn ...es OYlrlein ..,ith pattlt ned oilclot h on 
~ clilings end. et leaat In t ne .. In entry aree. e welnecot o f 
brown burlep. Wlnaowe end doo t ..ay. hed cornice tteat..nte (Pig . 
'I . 

? 	 Shac~ at Shaet No 1 , Th i s l ingle room structute il 14 ' x 10 ' . The 
e ntry te in the west a ide of thl ~uth wal l .s t a Onl 3/3 cesement 
window. The e xterior sal t box .nape i, modified to e geb1ed 
ceili ng on thl Interior. Thl e xterior plank s werl cOYereO ~ tar 
paper and o.ttlned . Tne roof i s corrugeted tin . Tn. three board 
door il locked ..,Ith e new l ookInq padlock . 

Prom t he I.tlrlor, the Itructurl look. usable . Acraea tnl ptesent 
accee. road frca this sheck II en .erth covered It r ucturl . Onl y a 
doorway with WOOd linte l ana rock",ot~ a~ut t hree COUrles hi gh end 
about four feet on ei thet lide Is . t i ll sta~i~g. 

8 	 Shack at Sha~t ~o) , Thia oa.ro and batten one room .tructure 
meeaur.IIO 'xIO' . Tbe entry il in t ne middle of tha aouth well. 
There i. e 2/2 Ilid ing ceae~lnt window slightly south of center In 
t he welt wall. The interior hes • table on the we.t well end an 
open ov~rhl~d rec k in tne northeast cor~r. 

To the nor t hwes t o f t his shack lie treces of th. ti~1 for a t ram ; 
t here Iote no tII,i h , &imply til' toni.ng Inl:O the tundu but 
d iscer nlb l l for ebout 100 ', 

Conc l ua l ons 

No prehi.toric ..teriel or .i t ea wa re founa . Gi~en thl den'l grouna 
COVet . unaifflrentlete<l topoqr .. phy and the feet tlIat the er.. e "es u...a 
for on l y fall huntinq in e thnograpoic t imes. t n ts result waa 
~xpec ted . Thlr. Ie no reason to belie".. t het eny .igniflCant 
p rehistor ic lIte II located in the mine plan area. Adultlonel 
inven~ry i s no t rec~naea . 
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