
Executive Order 11593

Title 3–The President
EXECUTIVE ORD ER 11593

Protection and Enhancement of the Cultural Environment

By virtue of the authority vested in me as President of the United States and in furtherance of
the purposes and policies of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (83 Stat. 852, 42 U.S.C.
4321 et seq.), the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (80 Stat. 915, 16 U.S.C. 470  et seq.),
the Historic Sites Act of 1935 (49 Stat. 666, 16 U.S.C. 461 et seq.), and the Antiquities Act of 1906
(34 Stat. 225, 16  U.S.C. 431 et seq .), it is ordered as follows:

SECTION 1. Policy. The Federal Government shall provide leadership in preserving, restoring and
maintaining the historic and cultural environment of the Nation. Agencies of the executive branch
of the Government (hereinafter referred to as "Federal agencies") shall (1) administer the cultural
properties under their control in a spirit of stewardship and trusteeship for future generations, (2)
initiate measures necessary to direct their policies, plans and prog rams in such a  way that federa lly
owned sites, structures, and objects of historical, architectural or archaeological  significance are
preserved, restored an d maintaine d for the inspira tion and be nefit of the peo ple, and (3 ), in
consultation with the Adv isory Coun cil on Histor ic Preserva tion (16 U .S.C. 470 i), institute
procedures to assure that Federal plans and programs contribute to the preservation and
enhancement of non-fede rally owned s ites, structures and  objects o f historical, architectural or
archaeological significance.

SEC.  2. Responsibilities of Federal agencies. Consonant with the provisions of the acts cited in the
first paragrap h of this order , the heads o f Federal ag encies shall:

(a) no later than July 1, 1973, with the advice of the Secretary of the Interior, and in cooperation
with the liaison officer for historic preservation for the State or territory involve d, locate, inve ntory,
and nominate to the Secretary of the Interior all sites, buildings, districts, and obje cts under their
jurisdiction or control that appear to qualify for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.

(b) exercise caution during the interim period until inventories and evaluations required by
subsection (a) are completed to assure that any federally owned property that might qualify for
nomination is not inadvertently transferred, sold, demolished or substantially altered. The agency
head shall refer any questionable actions to the Secretary of the Interior for an opinion respecting
the property's eligibility for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places. The Secretary
shall consult with the liaison officer for historic preservation for the State or terr itory involved  in
arriving at his opinion. Where, after a reasonable period in which to review and evaluate the
property,  the Secretary determines that the property is likely to meet the criteria prescribed for
listing on the National Register of Historic Places,  the Federal agency head shall reconsider the
proposal in light of national environmental and preservation policy. Where, after such
reconsideration, the Federal agency head proposes to transfer, sell, demolish or substantially alter
the property he shall not act with resp ect to the pro perty until the Ad visory Cou ncil on Histo ric
Preserva tion shall have b een prov ided an o pportunity to  comme nt on the pro posal.

(c) initiate measures to assure that where as a result of Federal action or assista nce a pro perty
listed on the Na tional Registe r of Historic P laces is to be substantially altered  or demo lished, timely
steps be taken to make or h ave made reco rds, including measured d rawings, photographs and maps,
of the property, and that copy of such records then be deposited in the Library of Congress as part
of the Historic American B uildings Survey or Historic Am erican Engineering Re cord for future use
and reference. Agencies may call on the Department of the Interior for advice and technical
assistance in the c ompletion  of the abov e record s. 



(d) initiate measures and procedures to provide for the maintenance, through preservation,
rehabilitation, or restoratio n, of federally owned and registered sites at professional standards
prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior.

(e) submit  procedures required pursuant to subsection (d) to the Secretary of the Interior and
to the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation no later than January 1, 1972, and annually
thereafter, for re view and co mment.

(f) cooperate with purchasers and transferees of a property listed on the National Register of
Historic  Places in the d evelopm ent of viable  plans to use su ch prop erty in a manne r compa tible with
preservation objectives  and which d oes not resu lt in an unreaso nable eco nomic bu rden to  public  or
private interests.

SEC. 3 . Responsibilities of the Secretary of the Interior. The Sec retary of the Inter ior shall:

(a) encourage State and local historic preservation officials to evalua te and surve y federally
owned historic properties and, where appropriate, to nominate such properties for listing on the
National Register of H istoric Places.

(b) develop crite ria and procedures to be applied by Federal agencies in the reviews and
nominatio ns required by sectio n 2(a). Suc h criteria and p rocedur es shall be de veloped  in
consultation with the affected agencies.

(c) expedite action upon nominations to the National Register of Historic Places concerning
federally owned properties proposed for sale, transfer, demolition or substantial alteration.

(d) encourag e State and  Territoria l liaison officers for  historic preservation to furnish
information upon request to Federal agencies regarding their properties which have been evaluated
with respect to historic, architectural or archaeo logical significance and which as a resu lt of such
evaluations have not been  found suitable for listing on the National Re gister of Historic Places.

(e) develop and make available to Fed eral agencie s and State a nd local go vernments
information concerning professional methods and techniques for preserving, improving, restoring
and maintaining historic prope rties.

(f) advise Federal agencies in the evaluation, identification, preservation, impro vement,
restoration and maintenanc e of historic properties.

(g) review and evaluate the plans of transferees of surplus Federal properties transferred for
historic monume nt purpose s to assure that the  historic character of such pro perties is prese rved in
rehabilitation, restoration, improveme nt, maintenance and repa ir of such properties.

(h) review and  comme nt upon Fe deral agency procedures submitted pursuant to section 2(e)
of this order.

Richard Nixon
THE WHITE HOUSE ,
             May 13, 1971.
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American Indian Religious Freedom Act

PUBLIC LAW 95-341–AUG. 11, 1978 92 STAT. 469

Public Law 95-341
95th Congress

Joint Resolution Aug. 11, 1978

[S.J. Res. 102]

American Indian Religious Freedom

Whereas the freedom of religion for all people is an inherent right, fundamental to
the democratic structure of the United States and is guaranteed by the First
Amendment of the United States Constitution;

Whereas the United States has traditionally rejected the concept of a government
denying individuals the right to practice their religion and, as a result, has
benefited from a rich variety of religious heritages in this country;

Whereas the religious practices of the American Indian (as well as Native Alaskan
and Hawaiian) are an integral part of their culture, tradition and heritage, such
practices forming the basis of Indian identity and value systems:

Whereas the traditional American Indian religions, as an integral part of Indian life,
are indispensable and irreplaceable;

Whereas the lack of a clear, comprehensive. and consistent Federal policy has often
resulted in the abridgment of religious freedom for traditional American
Indians; 

Whereas such religious infringements result from the lack of knowledge or the
insensitive and inflexible enforcement, of Federal policies and regulations
premised on a variety of laws;

Whereas such laws were designed for such worthwhile purposes as conservation
and preservation of natural species and resources but were never intended to
relate to Indian religious practices and, therefore, were passed without
consideration of their effect on traditional American Indian religions; 

Whereas such laws and policies often deny American Indians access to sacred sites
required in their religions, including cemeteries;

Whereas such laws at times prohibit the use and possession of sacred objects
necessary to the exercise of religious rites and ceremonies; 

Whereas traditional American Indian ceremonies have been intruded upon,
interfered with, and in a few instances banned: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That henceforth it shall be the policy of the United
States to protect and preserve for American Indians their inherent right of freedom
to believe, express, and exercise the traditional religions of the American Indian,
Eskimo, Aleut, and Native Hawaiians, including but not limited to access to sites,
use and possession of sacred objects, and the freedom to worship through



ceremonials and traditional rites.
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SEC. 2. The President shall direct the various Federal departments, agencies, and
other instrumentalities responsible for administering relevant laws to evaluate their
policies and procedures in consultation with native traditional religious leaders in
order to determine appropriate changes necessary to protect and preserve Native
American religious  cultural rights and practices. Twelve months after approval
report of this resolution, the President shall report back to the Congress the results
of his evaluation, including any changes which were made in administrative policies
and procedures, and any recommendations he may have for legislative action.

Approved August 11, 1978.
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