Executive Order 11593

Title 3-The Presdent

EXECUTIVE ORD ER 11593

Protection and Enhancement of the Cultural Environment

By virtue of the authority vested in me as President of the United States and in furtherance of
the purposes and policies of the National Environmental Policy Actof 1969 (83 Stat. 852, 42U.S.C.
4321 et seq.), the National Higoric Preservation Act of 1966 (80 Stat. 915, 16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.),
the Historic SitesAct of 1935 (49 Stat. 666,16 U.S.C. 461 et seq.), and the Antiquities Actof 1906
(34 Stat. 225, 16 U.S.C. 431 et seq.), it is ordered as follows:

SECTION 1. Policy. The Federal Government shall provide leadership in preserving, restoring and
maintai ning the historicand cultural environment of the Nation. Agencies of the executive branch
of the Government (hereinafter referred to as"Federal agencies") shall (1) administer thecultural
properties under their control in aspirit of stewardship and trusteeship for future generaions, (2)
initiate measures necessary to directtheir policies, plansand programsin such a way that federally
owned sites, structures, and objects of historical, architectural or archaeological significance are
preserved, restored and maintained for the inspiration and benefit of the people, and (3), in
consultation with the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (16 U.S.C. 470i), institute
procedures to assure that Federal plans and programs contribute to the preservation and
enhancement of non-federally owned sites, structures and objects of historical, architectural or
archaeol ogical significance.

SEC. 2. Responsibilities of Federal agencies Consonant with the provisionsof the actscited in the
first paragraph of this order, the heads of Federal agencies shall:

(a) no laterthan July 1, 1973, with the advice of the Secretary of the Interior, andin cooperation
with the liai son officer for historic preservation for the State orterritory involved, locate, inventory,
and nominateto the Secretary of the Interior all sites, buildings, districts, and objects under their
jurisdiction or control that appear to qualify for listing on the National Regiger of Historic Places.

(b) exercise caution during the interim period until inventories and evaluationsrequired by
subsection (a) are completed to assure that any federally owned property tha might qualify for
nomination isnot inadvertently transferred, old, demolished or substantially altered. The agency
head shall refer any questionable actions to the Secretary of the Interior for an opinion respecting
the property's eligibility for inclusion on the National Regider of Higoric Places. The Secretary
shall consult with the liaison officer for historic preservation for the State or territory involved in
arriving at his opinion. Where, after a reasonable period in which to review and evaluate the
property, the Secretary determines that the property islikely to meet the criteria prescribed for
listing on the National Register of Historic Places, the Federal agency head shall reconsider the
proposal in light of national environmental and preservation policy. Where, after such
reconsideration, the Federal agency head proposes to tranger, sell, demolish or substantially alter
the property he shall not act with respect to the property until the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation shall have been provided an opportunity to comment on the proposal.

(c) initiate measures to assure that where as a result of Federal action or assistance a property
listed on the National Register of Historic Placesisto be substantially altered or demolished, timely
stepsbetaken to make or have maderecords, including measured drawings, photographs and maps,
of the property, and that copy of such records then be deposited in the Library of Congress as part
of the Historic American B uildings Survey or Historic American Engineering Record for future use
and reference. Agencies may call on the Department of the Interior for advice and technical
assistance in the completion of the abov e records.



(d) initiate measures and procedures to provide for the maintenance, through preservation,
rehabilitation, or restoration, of federally owned and regidered sites at professional standards
prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior.

(e) submit proceduresrequired pursuant to subsection (d) to the Secretary of the Interior and
to the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation no later than January 1, 1972, and annually
thereafter, for review and comment.

(f) cooperate with purchasers and transferees of a property listed on the National Register of
Historic Placesinthedevelopment of viable plansto use such property in amanner compatible with
preservation objectives and which does not result in an unreaso nable economic burden to public or
private interests.

SEC. 3. Responsibilitiesof the Secretary of the Interior. The Secretary of the Interior shall:

(a) encourage State and local historic preservation officials to evaluate and survey federally
owned historic properties and, where appropriate, to nominate such properties for listing on the
National Register of Historic Places.

(b) develop criteria and procedures to be applied by Federal agencies in the reviews and
nominations required by section 2(a). Such criteria and procedures shall be developed in
consultation with the affected agencies.

(c) expedite action upon nominations to the National Register of Historic Places concerning
federally owned properties proposed for sale, transfer, demolition or substantial alteration.

(d) encourage State and Territorial liaison officers for historic preservation to furnish
information upon request to Federal agencies regarding their propertieswhich have been evaluated
with respect to historic, architectural or archaeological significance and which as a result of such
evaluations have not been found suitable for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.

(e) develop and make available to Federal agencies and State and local governments
information concerning professional methods and techniques for preserving, improving, restoring
and maintaining historic properties.

(f) advise Federal agencies in the evaluation, identification, preservation, improvement,
restoration and maintenance of historic properties.

(g) review and evaluate the plans of transferees of surplus Federal propertiestransferred for
historic monument purposes to assure that the historic character of such propertiesis preserved in
rehabilitation, restoration, improvement, maintenance and repair of such properties.

(h) review and comment upon Federal agency procedures submitted pursuant to section 2(€)
of this order.

Richard Nixon

THE WHITE HOUSE,
May 13, 1971.
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92 STAT. 469

Aug. 11, 1978
[S.J. Res 102]

American Indian ReligiousFreedom

Whereas the freedom of religion for all peopleisan inherent right, fundamental to
the democratic dructure of the United Statesand is guaranteed by the First
Amendment of the United Sates Constitution;

Whereas the United States has traditionally rejected the concept of a government
denying individuals the right to practice their religion and, as a result, has
benefited from arich variety of religious heritagesin this country;

Whereas the religious practices of the AmericanIndian (aswell as Native Alaskan
and Hawaiian) are an integral part of their culture, tradition and heritage, such
practices forming the basis of Indian identity and value systens:

Whereasthetraditional AmericanIndianreligions, asanintegral part of Indianlife,
are indispensable and irreplaceable;

Whereasthelack of aclear, comprehensive. and consigent Federal policy hasoften
resulted in the abridgment of religious freedom for traditional American
Indians;

Whereas such religious infringements result from the lack of knowledge or the
insensitive and inflexible enforcement, of Federal pdicies and regulations
premised on avariety of laws;

Whereas such laws were designed for such worthwhile purposes as conservation
and preservation of natural species and resources but were never intended to
relate to Indian religious practices and, therefore, were passed without
consideration of their effect on traditional American Indian religions;

Whereas such laws and policiesoften deny American Indians accessto sacred sites
required in their religions, including cemeteries,

Whereas such laws at times prohibit the use and possession of sacred objects
necessary tothe exercise of religious rites and ceremonies;

Whereas traditional American Indian ceremonies have been intruded upon,
interfered with, and in afew instances banned: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of
Americain Congressassembled, That henceforthit shall bethe policy of the United
Statesto protect and preserve for American Indians their inherent right of freedom
to believe, express, and exercise the traditional religions of the American Indian,
Eskimo, Aleut, and Native Hawaiians, including but not limited to access to sites,
use and possesson of sacred objects, and the freedom to worship through



ceremonials and traditional rites.
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CULTURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

American Indian Religious Freedom Act

Sec. 2. The President shall direct the various Federal departments, agencies, and
other instrumentdities responsil e for administering rel evant lawsto evaluate their
policies and procedures in consultation with nativetraditional religious leadersin
order to determine appropriate changes necessary to protect and preserve Native
American religious cultural rights and practices. Twelve months after approval
report of this resolution, the President shall report back to the Congressthe results
of hisevaluation, including any changeswhichweremadeinadministrative policies
and procedures, and any recommendations he may have for legislative action.

Approved August 11, 1978.
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