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Does FACA Apply?

Indicators for 
determining 
the applicability 
of the Federal 
Advisory 
Committee Act 
(FACA) to the 
Bureau of Land 
Management’s 
Alternative 
Dispute 
Resolution-
based 
Collaborative 
Community 
Working Groups

Will the group solely comprise members who 
are full- or part-time Federal employees or 
Tribal, State, or local government employees 
acting in their official capacities?

Will the BLM “establish” the group?
◆	 Will the BLM play a primary role in 

establishing the group? or
◆	 Will the BLM set the group’s membership 

or agenda?

Will the BLM “utilize” the group?
◆	 Will the BLM assume authority 

over a group established by 
others? or

◆	 Will the BLM assert actual 
management or control over 
the group’s structure and 
operations?

Will the group offer specific advice or 
recommendations to the BLM?
◆	 Sharing information or monitoring 

conditions is not enough to 
implicate FACA

◆	 Recommendations to other non-Federal 
bodies or private landowners will not 
implicate FACA

◆	 Members expressing individual views 
(as opposed to group advice) will not 
implicate FACA

FACA will apply FACA will not apply

Note: This chart was 
derived from a decision 
tree published in the 
Administrative Law 
Journal in 1996, 
included in the 
Further Information 
section at the end of 
this guidebook.
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