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EASEMENT STEWARDSHIP VISIT REPORT

Date:   May 25, 2004

Time on Property:  9:00 am – 10:00 am




1. Easement Name:  F05–Carter Henry’s Fork Property







Location: The Property, containing approximately 97.95 acres, is in Fremont County, Idaho.  The Property
 includes portions of Sections 2 and 11, T7N, R40E, Boise Meridian, between the Henry’s Fork of the Snake River and Highway 20, approximately one mile south of St. Anthony.
Current Landowner: Jerry C. Carter and April Carter Family Lmt. Partnership 




Address:, Carter Enterprises Inc., 108 West 1 North, P.O. Box 19, St. Anthony, ID 83445



Phone:  Cell (208) 390-3525, (208)624-3467, Home (208) 624-4737






Local representative for landowner (as necessary): N/A  Address and Phone:

2. Description of Current Land Use (including problems): The property consists of wetlands, cottonwood gallery forests, grazing land, riparian habitats including ponds and intermittent wetlands, and sagebrush shrub habitats.  The Property contains 46 acres of wetlands with three large, manmade ponds and numerous intermittent streams running throughout the cottonwood gallery forest along the northwest boundary.  The Henry’s Fork of the Snake River, which flows along the Property’s northwestern boundary.  The topography is best described as Henry’s Fork floodplain bordered by alternating moderate slopes and river terraces.  The northern half of the Property is in the floodplain.  A series of river terraces elevate the Carter home, shop, and the largest of the manmade ponds above the floodplain.  The southern boundary of the Property is the Salem Union canal, which runs east to west.  A dirt track circles the Carter Property from the Carter home to the northern boundary, next to Highway 20.  The track is well maintained in areas, and inaccessible in other areas.

At the time the Property was put under conservation easement, approximately 87 acres were grazed.  Only small sections of the Property were fenced off from cattle, including the Carter home and yard and the Carter Enterprises shop building.  None of the Property is productive farmland.  Due to the landscape and soils on the Property, agriculture is not a feasible option for land use on the floodplain terraces.  The Carters grew grain on the upper terraces during 1995, then had cattle on the ground since then until the time the Property was put under easement.

The Carter residence is located within the 1.97 acre House Parcel.  Carter Enterprises’ office/shop building is located along the east boundary of the Property, within the 2.76 acre Bulidng Area C.  

3. Purpose and Summary of the Conservation Easement  (date signed, size of property, reserved rights and specific resources protected).  A conservation easement on the Carter’s Henry’s Fork Property was signed on December 22, 1999.  The easement is assigned to the BLM.  The easement has a high public value for six primary resources: 1) Significant natural habitats provide a rich array of native and often rare wildlife, 2) Unique plants are associated with wetland habitats, 3) The Property is visually important to the local and visiting public within views from Highway 20, the Henry’s Fork of the Snake River, and the potential St. Anthony Greenway; 4) Wetland habitats provide significant benefit to local water quality and quantity and towards the prevention of flooding, 5) The agricultural resources can provide significant benefit to local economies and lifestyles, and 6) The non-motorized public access granted along the river for the St. Anthony Greenway.

The landowner has retained the right to manage this Property as follows: 1) limited building development (see below); 2) to designate a Greenway for public access within a 50-foot wide corridor of land bordering the Henry’s Fork of the Snake River along the entire river frontage on the northwest boundary of the Property, and to permit other parties to construct a recreational pathway within this corridor; 3) to operate farming and ranching operation, to include livestock grazing or other currently unforeseen agricultural activities, under accepted standards that protect soil, water, and wildlife; 4) to develop or construct fish and wildlife habitat improvements and enhancements which are consistent with the intent of the Conservation Easement; 5) to construct, maintain, and repair fences along property boundaries and building areas; and 6) limited recreational activity.

The conservation easement for the Henry’s Fork Property includes multiple building areas and potential trail development, including: 1) three principal residences within a six acre area in the N1/2 SE1/4 of Section 11 (southwest corner of the property) Building Area A, 2) one principle residence within a ten acre parcel
 located within Lot 6, Sec 11 (area north of the shop parcel) Building Area B, 3) a commercial shop within a
 2.76 acre parcel located within Lot 6 and the SE1/4NE1/4 as a commercial business Building Area C, and
 4) a 50-foot wide corridor of land bordering the Henry’s Fork along the entire river frontage on the northwest boundary of the Property for public access via the St. Anthony Greenway.






4. List Man‑Made Alterations (for example, construction, dredging or filling, new trails, timber harvest, clearing of new fields since the easement was last monitored.) Please describe activity or alteration; note location, extent, purpose, and individual responsible (if known). Attach maps, photos, and illustrations.

During the 2004 stewardship visit we observed the following man-made alterations: 1) A portion of the Henry’s Fork Greenway gravel path has been constructed, from the northwest edge of the property and continuing south within the 50-foot right-of-way; 2) Corral structures in
 the southern portion of the Property; 3) A new residence within the 10 acre Building Area B, west of the Shop (see attached photos).


5. List Natural Alterations (for example, flooding, fire, and insect infestation). Note location and nature of changes. Attach maps, photos, and illustrations as necessary.

No natural alterations were observed on the easement property during the 2004 annual stewardship visit.


6. Observations and Recommendations relative to conservation easement implementation.

The noxious weed leafy spurge was observed in bloom along the Henry’s Fork Greenway portion of the
 easement property.  We recommend aggressive treatment of noxious weeds on the property, including
 Canada thistle and leafy spurge, using biological, mechanical and/or chemical treatments.

7. Recommendations for resource restoration and enhancement.

We have no recommendations for resource restoration and enhancement at this time.


8. Wildlife Observed During Stewardship Tour.

During the stewardship visit we observed numerous birds including sandhill crane, yellow warbler, cormorant, Canada geese, Eastern kingbird, mallard, great blue heron, mourning dove, and pelican.  We also observed moose sign.
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Method of Inspection: Ground / Air (circle one)

Date of Inspection:  May 25, 2004 

Date Inspection Report Sent To Landowner:  August 25, 2004


List of Persons Attending Inspection (landowner or others):

Jerry Carter, property owner, and  Michael Whitfield, Tracy McFadin and Renee Hiebert, TRLT staff


Monitor’s Name:  Tracy McFadin, TRLT Representative

Monitor’s Signature: 

Address:   The Teton Regional Land Trust, P.O. Box 274, Driggs, ID. 83422  Phone: (208) 354-8939

Please indicate the number of the following attachments to this report.  Be sure to date and sign all materials and provide a description or map showing where on-site photos and illustrations were taken:

____ aerial photos

_ X___ground photos (digital or other)

__X__ maps and illustrations
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Corral Structures on lower flats beside Henry’s Fork.  Photo taken by T. McFadin 5-25-2004

Photo 1.
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Photo 2.

Jerry Carter standing beside the area he plans to construct a horse barn.  Photo taken by T. McFadin 5-25-2004.

Photo 3.
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New residential structure in Building Area B west of shop building (Photo taken by T. McFadin 5-25-2004)

Photo 4.



Greenway Path Construction (with Jerry Carter, Michael Whitfield and a sandhill crane).  Photo taken by T. McFadin 5-25-2004.

Photo 5.

