July 01, 2009
INFORMATION MEMORANDUM
FROM:

Walt George, National Project Manager  (307) 775-6116
SUBJECT:
Gateway West Transmission Line Project (WYW-174598; IDI-35849) - - Idaho Power/Rocky Mountain Power
I. CURRENT STATUS
The Gateway West Transmission Line Project, proposed by Idaho Power and Rocky Mountain Power, concluded internal review of the Administrative Draft EIS (ADEIS) on Friday June 26, 2009.  We received comments from all BLM offices and Cooperating Agencies except four counties and two federal agencies.  Initial review of the comments identifies (1) arithmetic problem in the tables and consistency of numbers in the tables and text, (2) lack of quantification in the Cumulative Impacts Section, (3) questions on the habitat (especially sage grouse habitat) delineation method, and (4) visual and socioeconomic analysis.  None of these issues individually or combined would require a second internal review.  However, since the conclusion of formal public scoping, severe public opposition to the Proposed Route or range of alternatives in five locations (four in Idaho and one in Wyoming) have arisen.  There circumstances may require inclusion of additional alternatives and another internal review.
There are three options for proceeding with the project.

1. Correct the ADEIS and proceed to the Draft EIS public comment period with no schedule delay; 
2. Work with county commissioners and local grassroots groups to devise reasonable alternatives for these five location and include them fully analyzed in the next version of the ADEIS.  There would be a 4 – 6 month delay;

3. Reopen public scoping to identify alternatives, collect resource information and include them fully analyzed in the next version of the ADEIS.  There would be a 9 - 12 month delay;

II.
PROJECT BACKGROUND
Idaho Power and Rocky Mountain Power submitted a revised Right-of-Way Application (ROW) in December 2008, to construct a series of eleven transmission line segments of 230 to 500 kV, to carry up to 3,000 MW, from the new Windstar Substation near the Dave Johnston Power Plant at Glenrock, Wyoming to the new Hemingway Substation, approximately 20 miles southwest of Boise, Idaho.  Wyoming was designated as the lead state for this application.  This project is proposed to meet the load growth and transmission service requests in the Applicants’ service regions of Idaho, Oregon, Utah, and Wyoming.  Growth was initially projected to occur at 4 percent annually, but with the economic downturn, this projection has been revised to 2 percent.  The project will improve the reliability and efficiency of both utility systems and address congestion problems with the western electrical grid.  The project will also tap the developing renewable energy market, especially wind energy, in Idaho and Wyoming and will aid in delivering that energy throughout the northwest region.  
Total length of all proposed segments is approximately 1,100 miles.  The requested ROW width is typically 300 feet.  Construction is projected to start in 2011.  The proposed route generally follows existing transmission lines and proposed Section 368 Energy Act corridors.  Approximately 465 miles or 42% of the total proposed length traverses federally-administered land in Idaho and Wyoming.  In Idaho, approximately 285 miles crosses public land administered by seven BLM Field Offices: Bruneau, Burley, Four Rivers, Jarbidge, Owyhee, Pocatello, and Shoshone.  In Wyoming, approximately 160 miles crosses public land administered by four BLM Field Offices:  Casper, Kemmerer, Rawlins and Rock Springs.  The proposed transmission line route crosses approximately 12 miles in two units of the National Forest System:  Two miles in the Douglas Ranger District of the Medicine Bow National Forest in Wyoming and ten miles in the Montpelier Ranger District of the Caribou-Targhee National Forest in Idaho.  The proposed route crosses approximately eight miles of land administered by the Bureau of Reclamation.  
III. DISCUSSION
The project web site is:  www.wy.blm.gov/nepa/cfodocs/gateway_west
Copies of the current Plan of Development and Siting Study are posted there.
Project issues include:

· Objection to location on private lands (“If the project is for the general public good, it should be on public lands.”) 

· Reliability and proposed separation distances of transmission lines
· Completing EA for Geotechnical Drilling

· Effects on wildlife habitat, plants, and animals including threatened, endangered, and sensitive species 

· Effects to visual resources and existing view sheds 

· Effects to National Historic Trails and their view sheds

· Effects to Native American traditional cultural properties and respected places
· Effects to paleontological resources in southwest Wyoming
· Avoiding sensitive areas such as National Monuments and Wildlife Refuges, an Air Force Bombing Range, Birds of Prey NCA, ACECs, and State Parks

· Land use conflicts and consistency with land use plans
· Effects to soils and water from surface disturbing activities

· Effect of the project on local and regional socioeconomic conditions

· Management of invasive plant species and effective reclamation

Alternative routes are located in six of the eleven segments because much of the proposed route is along existing transmission lines or in proposed national energy corridors.  Detailed route and alternative descriptions are contained in another document.
IV. PROJECT STATUS
· Cost Recovery Account Established (LVRWK09K0990); Agreement and Third-Party NEPA MOU signed
· Cooperating Agencies include:

· Forest Service

· Fish and Wildlife Service (Seedskadee and Cokeville Meadows NWR)

· National Park Service

· Army Corps of Engineers

· States of Idaho and Wyoming

· Cassia, Twin Falls and Power Counties, Idaho

· Carbon, Lincoln and Sweetwater Counties, Wyoming
· Saratoga-Encampment-Riverside Conservation District (Wyoming)

· City of Kuna, Idaho

· Internal scoping: January – May 2008 
· Section 7 Consultation & Level I meetings with US Fish and Wildlife Service in April and May 2008
· Government-to-Government consultation initiated with all Native American tribes in April 2008
· Scoping period: May 16 – July 03, 2008

· Scoping Report released August 2008

· Siting Study accepted, proposed and alternative routes finalized: October 2008

· Administrative Draft EIS internal review: May 26 – June 26, 2009
· Propose publication of NOA of DEIS – January 2010 for 90 day public comment

· Propose publication of NOA of FEIS – September 2010

· Propose publication of NOA of ROD/Issue ROW Grant – April 2011







