Transmission Line Issues

Separation:
· Lines must be separated for reliability, but how far apart is enough?
· Wider separation creates additional issues – environmental, land disturbance, visual, cultural
· Closer separation creates potential reliability issues

Reliability:
· Transmission lines must receive reliability ratings from WECC
· These ratings affect the amount of electricity that can be carried on the transmission line
· Each line must be rated and reviewed individually
· There are currently no set standards for reliability ratings

Private land owner issues:
· Land disturbance, concerns about property values, visual impacts, safety and quality of life, effects on grazing and agricultural operations.
· Financial reimbursement

Public land issues: 
· Surface disturbance; protection of important wildlife habitat; protection of cultural resources; length of time for NEPA process; consistency with land use plans; complexity of project involving multiple states and multiple jurisdictions; VRM; state regulations and timing of permits.
· Staffing to handle multiple projects
· Designated corridors already full, or will be with separation issue.
· Some corridors are pipelines only.

State regulations: 
· Timing, availability of enough information to apply for and receive certificates of necessity (provides for condemnation authority)

Misinformation:
· Concerns about safety of residential areas near transmission lines
· Confusion about national Westwide Energy Corridor of Environmental Policy Act of 2005, and siting requirements

Complexity:
· Wyoming is currently working on 3 multi-state projects with 2 additional projects “in the wings”
· Multiple state jurisdictions, multiple federal and state agency jurisdictions, multiple counties and local governments, multiple private landowners
· Projects of this size and scope have not been undertaken in over three decades so there isn’t previous experience to draw upon. Since that time, many new laws and conservation measures have been effected which complicate or preclude siting
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