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VITALS 
Location:  West Chocolate Mountains Renewable Energy Evaluation Area in Imperial County, CA 
Technology: Solar and geothermal 
Land Ownership: 20,762 acres of Bureau of Land Management (BLM) land in the evaluation area for testing and 
development of solar energy facilities, and 19,162 acres in the evaluation area for geothermal energy exploration and 
development 
 
A SMART, COLLABORATIVE PROCESS: In April 2009 the BLM committed to helping the nation reach its clean energy 
future by guaranteeing coordinated processing, full environmental analysis and public review for specific renewable 
energy projects where the companies involved had demonstrated they were ready to advance to the formal 
environmental review and public participation process.   
 
OTHER GREEN ENERGY BENEFITS:  
 Creation within the West Chocolate Mountains Renewable Energy Evaluation Area of a new Solar Energy Zone, 

where the BLM will prioritize and facilitate utility-scale production of solar energy and associated transmission 
infrastructure development. Solar Energy Zones are relatively large areas that provide highly suitable locations for 
utility-scale solar development:  locations where solar development is economically and technically feasible, where 
there is good potential for connecting new electricity-generating plants to the transmission distribution system, and 
where there is generally low resource conflict. 

 Potential development of up to 3,456 megawatts of renewable energy within the REEA (3,306 megawatts of solar 
power and up to 150 megawatts  of geothermal  power) 
  

THE BIG PICTURE: The West Mountains Renewable Energy Evaluation Area is one of the initiatives that will help bring 
California and this nation one step closer to a clean energy economy.  

Toward a safe, clean energy future: The West Chocolate Mountains Renewable Energy 
Evaluation Area makes available thousands of acres of public lands in Imperial County, 
California, for solar and geothermal energy development. 


