Onshore Oil & Gas Order # 1

An Overview of the Application for Permit to Drill Process

Onsite Inspection

>> T. Spisak:

Onshore order #1 also requires that an onsite inspection be conducted prior to the APD being complete. Jennifer has prepared some information for you regarding the onsite inspections. Let's show that clip.

>> J. Spegon: 

The onsite inspection, the 7th component of a complete APD. The onsite is used to go to the site, look at the items listed in the SUPO as they're staked on the ground. 
The goal of this portion of the program is to provide you with information on why an onsite is important, what can be expected on the onsite inspection and what's the result of the onsite.

Let's talk about who, what, where, when, how and why the onsite is such an important part of the APD process.

It's critical the operator's representative, who is authorized to make decisions, attends the onsite. Other people who commonly attend onsites include drilling contractors, excavation and construction contractors and Resource Specialists. Depending on site specific issues, additional operator and Resource Specialists vital to the decision making process such as surveyors, hydrologist, biologists archaeologists and engineers may be asked to attend the onsite. The onsite provides the time and place for the operator and BLM to communicate with the private surface owner, get their input and ask for their recommendations. Many times the surface owner can point out an easier route, nowhere an old two‑track might be or have information about wildlife and archaeological sites. Many of the surface owners’ questions concerns or issues can be settled on the spot with the operator, surface owner and specialist all present at the onsite.

We're out there looking at the APD proposal as it's staked on the ground. The APD onsite will take place only after full surveying and staking is complete. Staking includes the well bore location with the operator's name, the well name and number, the well location described to the nearest quarter after section all printed on the stake, the reserve pit is also staked to ensure there is enough room on the well pad in reference to other surrounding environmental issues. There are two directional stakes required. These stakes are used to establish directional orientation while analyzing possible modifications to the well pad. Proposed access roads are to be ‑‑ are to use center line flagging visible from one flag to the next. And engineered sections require cut and fill staking.

Additional survey and staking may include the exterior pad dimensions with cut and fill footages printed on the stakes. Off location surface disturbance such as staging areas, central tank batteries, water discharge points, impoundments, pipelines, and power drops. In rough topography outer limits of disturbance may also need to be staked with catch points, toe of slope or top of cut. This provides a clear picture of the projected disturbance in reference to the surrounding environment.

We're all at the onsite to he can express our professional opinions. Staking provides a clear picture of what is planned and provides a visualization of disturbance on the ground. This helps identify where moves or modifications may reduce disturbance. For example, sometimes moving a well just 50 feet can save constructing a pad. Or moving a road to the south side of a knoll can avoid snow drifts and allow year‑round access. Operators are out there with us filling in the details. Resource Specialists are field verifying maps, assessing impacts and mitigating effects while gathering all the data needed for NEPA analysis. Surface owners are providing advice and stating needs from a land owner's perspective. Having everyone out at the onsite allows each person to take part in resolving conflicting resource issues.

The operator must first notify the surface owner and obtain access on split estate for conducting inventories, planning, surveying and staking. No entry is to be made on split estate without the operator first notifying the surface owner. Casual use is a term used when discussing surveying and staking. Casual use is applicable on lands other than private surface, Indian lands and lands use for military purposes. Casual use includes ATVs that can be used with only negligible surface disturbance. Methods of transportation such as ATVs, getting to the well by foot or using multiple passenger vehicles is set up before the onsite.

When is the onsite going to take place? BLM contacts the operator within 10 days of receiving an APD package to schedule an onsite. BLM coordinates with other agencies and internal specialists to determine if their attendance is necessary and requests their time. BLM contacts the surface owner with multiple surface owner projects the BLM makes the first call inviting each of the surface owners to attend and then the operator's land manager, usually schedules the precise time and place to meet each of the different surface owners on their land. The Resource Specialists need to look at all areas of disturbance, and this may take a fair amount of time, depending on the complexity of the proposal. Inclement weather inhibits us from getting to the site. Snow cover prohibits us from seeing what's on the ground to complete the NEPA analysis. Therefore the onsite inspection will be held as soon as practicable based on participant schedules and weather.

The onsite is when time operators get to show off their use of Best Management Practices, how they have avoided environmentally sensitive areas and planned their project so that it's easier to reclaim. The BLM will provide a list of addition information required within seven days for an NOS, or if the APD process is used deficiencies will be used during the onsite. Examining site specific, on the ground circumstances, is the only way to ensure that information in the APD package is consistent with conditions at the proposed site and ensure that site specific mitigation is correctly applied.

The proper use of Best Management Practices and effective changes made at the onsite will help all of us minimize the footprint of oil and gas development. I hope to see all of you out there in the field soon. As you know, the onsite inspection is the most fun part of the whole APD process.

>> T. Spisak: 

Jennifer, I noticed that there were some photos with some snow on the ground. Are we able to do onsite inspections under those conditions?

>> J. Spegon: 

Yeah, that was the middle of summer in Wyoming. Seriously, when there's snow on the ground, our specialists can't look at the details. They need to look at the surface and habitat. So in those instances, the onsite would have to be canceled and the one that was in the picture, as a matter of fact, it had snowed the night before. We thought circumstances were good to go out. When we got out there we had to turn around and come back.
