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Lead Agencies: US Department of the Interior (DOI), Bureau of Land Management (BLM)  
US Department of Agriculture, Forest Service (FS) 

Location:  
 

Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, 
Oregon, Utah, Washington, and Wyoming 

Contacts:  
 

Jack G. Peterson, National Project Manager; (208) 373-4048, 
jack_g_peterson@blm.gov 

Tracy Parker, National Energy Minerals Program Manager; (703) 605-4796, 
tparker03@fs.fed.us 

Project website: www.blm.gov/geothermal_eis 
 
Abstract:  
In accordance with the Energy Policy Act of 2005, the project’s goal are: (1) to make geothermal 
leasing decisions on pending lease applications submitted prior to January 1, 2005; and (2) to facilitate 
geothermal leasing decisions on other existing and future lease applications and nominations on the 
federal mineral estate in the western United States. Approximately 142 million acres of public lands 
administered by the BLM and 106 million acres of National Forest System (NFS) lands contain 
geothermal resources suitable for commercial electrical generation and direct uses, such as heating. 
The BLM and FS are proposing to allocate approximately 117 million acres of pubic lands and 75 
million acres of NFS lands as open to geothermal leasing subject to existing laws, regulations, formal 
orders, stipulations attached to the lease form, and terms and conditions of the standard lease form. 
To protect special resource values, the BLM and FS have developed a comprehensive list of 
stipulations, conditions of approval, and best management practices. Under the proposed action, the 
BLM would amend 122 land use plans to adopt the allocations and the appropriate stipulations and the 
FS would use the PEIS to facilitate subsequent consent decisions for any leasing on NFS lands.  An 
alternative to the proposed action would limit the lands available for geothermal leasing to those that 
are in close proximity to existing transmission lines or those under development. The no action 
alternative would allow the processing of pending geothermal lease applications; however, they would 
be evaluated on a case-by-case basis and would require additional environmental review. The PEIS also 
provides site-specific analysis for 19 pending lease applications submitted prior to January 1, 2005, that 
are located in seven geographical clusters throughout Alaska, California, Nevada, Oregon, and 
Washington.  
 
Comment Period 
In preparing the Final PEIS, the BLM and FS will consider all comments received or postmarked during 
the 90-day public comment period that will begin when the United States Environmental Protection 
Agency publishes a Notice of Availability of this Draft PEIS in the Federal Register. The BLM and FS will 
consider late comments to the extent practicable. Comments should be faxed to 1-866-625-0707,       
e-mailed to geothermal_eis@blm.gov, or mailed to: 

Draft Geothermal Leasing PEIS 
c/o EMPSi 
182 Howard Street, Suite 110  
San Francisco, CA  94105-1611 



 
 Draft PEIS for Geothermal Leasing in the Western US 

May 2008 

 

Before including your address, telephone number, e-mail address, or other personal identifying 
information in your comment, be advised that your entire comment, including your personal identifying 
information, may be made publicly available at any time. While you can ask in your comment to 
withhold from public review your personal identifying information, we cannot guarantee that we will be 
able to do so. The BLM will always make submissions from organizations or businesses, and from 
individuals identifying themselves as representatives or officials of organizations or businesses, available 
for public inspections in their entirety. 
 
The BLM and FS will hold 13 public hearings in the 12 western state project area as listed below.  All 
meetings will be from 5:30PM – 7:30PM.  Any changes to the meetings will be advertised on the 
project website and in local media.   
 
City Date Location 

Anchorage, AK Tue 
7/8 

Alaska Energy Authority 
813 W Northern Lights Blvd. 

Fairbanks, AK Wed 
7/9 

Fairbanks North Star Public Library – Auditorium 
1215 Cowles St. 

Reno, NV Mon 
7/14 

Washoe County Library – Spanish Springs Branch, Shoshone Room 
7100A Pyramid Hwy. 

Salt Lake City, UT Tue 
7/15 

Salt Lake City Library –Main Branch, Conference Room 4 
210 East 400 South 

Tucson, AZ Wed 
7/16 

Pima County Public Library – Dusenberry River Branch 
5605 E. River Rd. 

Cheyenne, WY Thu 
7/17 

Laramie County Library – Main Branch, Willow Room 
200 Pioneer Ave. 

Boise, ID Mon 
7/21 

Boise Public Library – William F. Hayes Memorial Auditorium  
715 S. Capitol Blvd. 

Albuquerque, NM Tue 
7/22 

University of New Mexico Conference Center, Room C 
1624 University NE. 

Helena, MT Wed 
7/23 

Lewis & Clark Library – Main Branch, Large Meeting Room 
120 S. Last Chance Gulch 

Denver, CO Thu 
7/24 

PPA Event Center, Evergreen A Room 
2105 Decatur St. 

Seattle, WA Mon 
7/28 

Seattle Public Library – University Branch 
5009 Roosevelt Wy. NE. 

Portland, OR. Tue 
7/29 

Multnomah County Library – Central Branch, US. Bank Room 
801 SW. 10th Ave. 

Sacramento, CA. Wed 
7/30 

California Energy Commission, Hearing Room A 
1516 Ninth St. 
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