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Final PEIS Released =~ —

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and U.S. Forest Service (FS)
are pleased to announce the release of the Final Programmatic
Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) for Geothermal Leasing in
the Western United States, including Alaska.

Replenished by heat sources deep in the earth, geothermal
resources are a renewable energy source that can be used to
generate electricity with minimal carbon emissions. Additionally, the
resource can be used “directly” to heat air and water for a variety of
residential, commercial, and industrial uses, providing additional
possibilities for reducing the need for conventional energy sources.
The development scenario in the PEIS envisions as many as 270
western communities that could benefit from such direct uses and
anticipates a potential of 5500 megawatts (MW) of new electrical
generation capacity by 2015 and an additional 6,600 MWV by 2025.

The BLM and FS have selected Alternative B, the proposed action, as
the agencies’ preferred alternative. This alternative has been refined
based on public comments on the Draft PEIS. This alternative
identifies approximately |18 million acres of BLM-managed public
lands and 79 million acres of National Forest System lands for future
geothermal leasing subject to all existing laws, regulations and
orders, as well as stipulations and terms and conditions. While
these lands would be allocated as open, compliance with laws and
regulations could nevertheless prohibit some lands from being
leased.

Lands withdrawn from or administratively closed to geothermal
leasing will remain so, including all lands within the National Park
System and wilderness areas. To protect special resource values,
the PEIS identifies a comprehensive list of stipulations and
procedures for future leases.

The BLM is proposing to amend 122 land use management plans to
adopt the allocations and stipulations in the PEIS. The FS will use the
information in the PEIS to facilitate their leasing analysis.
Additionally, Volume Il of the PEIS contains site-specific analysis on
|9 pending lease applications in 7 geographic locations.
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The WF‘EIS for Geothermal Leasing
in the Western United States can be
downloaded at the project website:

www.blm.gov/geothermal_eis

Public Input Improved
the Final PEIS

The public provided valuable input during the 90-
day public review period of the Draft PEIS, which
was used to refine the content and analysis in the
Final PEIS.

In July 2008, the BLM and FS held 13 public
meetings in the |2 western states. Over 200
people from industry, government agencies, non-
profit organizations, and the general public
attended the meetings.

Over 70 organizations, government agencies,
industry  representatives, and individuals
submitted individual comment letters. Most of
the letters contained multiple comments on
different topics, and over 500 unique comments
were made. In addition, two form letters were
received. Comments on the PEIS pertained to a
number of issues, including the scope of the
document, identification of lands available for
leasing, preference for a particular alternative,
and incorporation of site-specific stipulations. In
addition, comments were received for nearly all
of the resources and resource uses addressed in
the PEIS. Copies of all written submissions and
the agencies’ responses are provided in
Appendix L of Volume Il of the PEIS.
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Dear Readers

This is the third in a series of newsletters from the
Bureau of Land Management and Forest Service
about their Programmatic Environmental Impact
Statement on leasing geothermal resources in the
western US. This newsletter provides a summary
of public and agency comments on the Draft PEIS
and notice of the release of the Final PEIS.

D
?‘2@

Jadeyq pajpAday uo pajuLyg

945 "'ON LIWY3d
INFWIDVNVIW ANV 40 NVIdN4g
dlVd S334 8 39V1SOd SN
1IVIN SSV1D-1SHI4

Download the Final PEIS at:

www.blm.gov/geothermal_eis

Contact us to request a hard
copy or CD-ROM:

Email: Geothermal_eis@blm.gov
Phone: 415.544.0440
Fax: 866.698.4836
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