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Record of Decision Signed
 
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and U.S. Forest 
Service (FS) are pleased to announce that on 
December 17, 2008, the Secretary of the Interior signed 
the Record of Decision (ROD) for the programmatic 
portion of the Final Programmatic Environmental Impact 
Statement (PEIS) for Geothermal Leasing in the 
Western United States, including Alaska. 

What does the signing do? 
By signing the ROD, the Secretary of the Interior 
amends 114 BLM land use plans across the Western 
United States, including Alaska, to identify areas closed 
to geothermal leasing and areas open to geothermal 
leasing with stipulations. 

What about the pending lease 
applications? 
The only pending lease applications that occurred 
solely on BLM-managed land were those in the El 
Centro Field Office, California, discussed in Chapter 
12 of the PEIS. The El Centro Field Office is expected 
to sign a separate ROD for these leases soon. The 
other leases occur wholly or partially on National 
Forest System (NFS) lands, and decisions on these 
leases by the BLM will wait until the local National 
Forests have made their recommendations as to 
whether to deny the leases, or to issue them with 
stipulations. 

What’s next for this initiative? 
In spring of 2009, the BLM and FS will host a series of 
instructional workshops for local Field Offices and 
National Forests, state agencies, and industry. These 
workshops will explain how the PEIS can be used at 
the state and local level, and will explain next steps for 
each of these parties to expedite the geothermal 
leasing process in an environmentally sound manner. 

GIS Data Released 
Geographical Information Systems (GIS) data have 
been posted to the project website. Layers include 
BLM public lands, NFS lands, the area of geothermal 
potential identified and analyzed in the PEIS, National 
Parks (which are closed to leasing), and all of the 
closed designations for both BLM-managed public lands 
and NFS lands. This data can be downloaded and 
viewed in GIS software for preliminary identification of 
open and closed areas; however, the data were 
generated at the programmatic level and should not be 
relied upon for site-specific decision making. Parties 
interested in a specific site should consult with the 
local National Forest or BLM Field Office that manages 
the site of interest for the definitive open/closed 
classification. 

The three-volume Final Programmatic Environ-
mental Impact Statement (PEIS) and Record of 
Decision (ROD) for Geothermal Leasing in the 
Western United States can be downloaded at 
the project website: 

www.blm.gov/geothermal_eis 
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Dear Readers 
This is the fourth in a series of newsletters from 
the Bureau of Land Management and Forest 
Service about their Programmatic Environmental 
Impact Statement on leasing geothermal resources 
in the western US. This newsletter announces the 
signing of the Record of Decision and the 
availability of GIS data on the project website. 

Download the ROD and GIS 

data at: 

www.blm.gov/geothermal_eis 

Contact us to request a hard 
copy or CD-ROM: 

Email: Geothermal_eis@blm.gov  

Phone: 415.544.0440 


Fax: 866.698.4836
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