
Explore the Buffalo Field Office 
                 Recreation Sites 

Bureau of Land Management  
Buffalo Field Office 

1425 Fort St 
Buffalo, WY 82834 

Become a  
BLM 

 Junior Ranger 



                                                        
Junior Ranger Pledge 

As a Junior Ranger, I promise to be safe and learn all 
that I can about the outdoors. I will respect all plants 
and animals. I will put all of my trash in trash cans or 
pack it out with me. I will leave all rocks, plants, arrow-
heads, and other objects where I find them so that 
others may enjoy them, too. I will teach my family and 
friends how to love and protect the outdoors. 
 

Name:___________________________ 
Age:_______ 
Signature:________________________ 
Address (if mailing): 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
 
Congratulations! To receive your certificate and  
Junior Ranger badge, drop off or mail  
this completed book to: 
 
BLM Buffalo Field Office  
1425 Fort St.   
Buffalo, WY 82834 

           ACTIVITY 



   Pack Your Bags for a  
  BLM Road Trip! 

What Can You See? 

If you visit BLM lands in Wyoming, you might find  
yourself in a desert or a forest, on a butte or a  
mountain trail, on open rangeland, or along a scenic  
river.  Here at the Buffalo Field Office we have many  
recreation sites that explore various habitat types.  
Be sure to check them all out! 

BLM lands offer a rich array of recreational, educational, and volunteer opportu-
nities. For more information about what to see and do on BLM lands, you can 
contact a BLM office or get on the web! 

— BLM on the Web — 
BLM National Website: www.blm.gov 

BLM Environmental Education Resources: 
   www.blm.gov/education 

BLM Volunteer Program: 
   www.blm.gov/volunteer 

Recreational Opportunities on Public Lands: 
   www.recreation.gov 

Whether they’re managed by the BLM, another Federal agency, your state, 
or local community, public lands really do belong to you and to all Ameri-
cans.  Visit your public lands and get to know them– their sights, their 
sounds, their smells. By doing so, you will develop a personal connection 
and a commitment to preserving America’s big backyard! 
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Recreation Sites In and Around Buffalo, WY 
Burnt Hollow-    This primitive non-motorized recreation area of 18,000 acres 

   offers hunting, backpacking, hiking, and horseback riding in 
   sagebrush country full of dramatic geologic formations 
 

Mosier Gulch- A developed roadside picnic area close to the Buffalo city  
   limits that provides hiking and fishing along Clear creek 
 

Welch Ranch- A beautiful piece of open space along the Tongue River that 
   provides great opportunities for migratory bird viewing 
 

Weston Hills- With several miles of roads and trails, this area is popular for 
   four-wheeling, riding ATVs and hunting. 

Poison Creek Trail- 
 A 2 mile long trail that winds 
             down a canyon to beautiful 
             Poison Creek 
 

Gardner Mountain Trail- 
 A 7 mile long trail that ambles 
 through a mountain meadow and 
 then follows a ridgeline  
 overlooking the Gardner  
 Mountain Wilderness Study Area  

Dry Creek Petrified Tree-  
 An environmental education area that offers  visitors 
 an opportunity to discover the geologic history of the 
 northeastern  Wyoming landscape 
 

Hole-in-the-Wall- 

 The striking Red Wall country that is rich with  
 legend of outlaw activity and was a hideout of Butch 
 Cassidy’s Wild Bunch Gang 
 

Middle Fork Powder River Area- 
 A gorgeous scenic area that has  excellent  
 hunting and fishing as well as a developed campground 
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I Spy Scramble 

ACTIVITY 

You see many things on a tour of BLM lands. Depending on where you 
travel, you might see: mountains, rivers, prairies, buttes, grasslands, 
caves, insects, birds, reptiles, fish, mammals, and flowers, as well as fos-
sils, arrowheads, and oil wells.  Below is a list of these things, but the 
words are all scrambled. First unscramble the words. Then answer the 
question at the bottom of the page by copying the letters from the num-
bered boxes into the numbered spaces.  

SHFI              
                  
TUBSET 
 
SMMAALM 
                                          
SEAVC 
                          
SESTICN 
 
LORSFEW 
  
RIRAEPI 

NIATUMSON 
 
VISRER 
 
SLIPETER 
 
LOILWSLE 
 
SLOSFIS 
 
HEDOSWRAAR 
 
SLDSNAGSRA 
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What is something you won’t see on BLM lands?  

     

  1     2     3       4     5     6     7      8   9    10   11    12    13 
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Wildlife 

Wyoming is full of interesting wildlife. If you look and listen carefully 
you can find signs of local creatures! 

Check the box if you see these markers: 

□ tunnels    □        chewed leaves     
 

□ tracks                 □        feathers    
 

□ sounds                □        spider web  

Did you see an animal on your visit? Draw a picture of it! 

ACTIVITY 
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Many animals call Northeastern Wyoming home.  
As you visit the different sites in the Buffalo Field 
Office keep track of which ones you see by checking 
them off the list!  

 

 

 

 

 

                                          
Wildlife 

ACTIVITY 

Birds 
□   Great Blue Heron  □   Turkey Vulture □   Prairie Falcon 
□   Bald Eagle   □   Golden Eagle  □   Sage Grouse 
□   Wild Turkey                   □   Red-Tailed Hawk □   Owl        
□   Crow                               □   Raven   □   Hummingbird 

Reptiles and Amphibians 
□   Bull snake  □   Prairie Rattle Snake □   Garter snake 
□   Horned Lizard □   Frog    □   Toad 

Mammals 
□   Elk    □   Pronghorn Antelope □   Mule Deer 
□   White-Tailed Deer  □   Mountain Lion  □   Moose 
□   Jackrabbit   □   Marmot   □   Coyote 
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Geology  

 Northeastern Wyoming has many different geological features. As you 
travel to recreation sites you may notice red hills of scoria or sharp buttes of 
limestone and shale.  This landscape has had many changes 
over time to shape it into what it is today! 

Millions of years ago  this area was very different from what it is 
today.  There was a sea covering the middle of the United States 
and here in Northeastern Wyoming  the landscape was a jungle-
like swamp  with large Redwood trees and large wandering riv-
ers.  Overtime the landscape was covered with many layers of 
sediment, creating fossils of both plants and animals.  Then the 
land started to lift upwards and the Big Horns Mountains were formed! 

Clinker 
In many places, the natural burning of thick coal 
beds initiated by lightning strikes, grass fires, and 
spontaneous combustion has baked the rocks over-
lying the coal beds in a manner similar to firing a 
brick. The resulting baked rock, known variously as clinker, red dog, or scoria, is usual-
ly red from oxidation of iron in the sediments. The clinker  is more resistant to erosion 

so as the unbaked rocks have eroded over time, buttes and mesas of 
clinker have remained dotting the prairie landscape. As you travel 
around Wyoming you may notice many of the highways are red.  
Ground up clinker is a popular material used to build roads.  

Petrified Trees 
It is believed that a massive flooding event from a near-by river may have destroyed the red-
wood trees, burying the roots and lower parts of the trunks in sand and mud. While the 
branches died and decayed without leaving a trace, the roots and lower trunks were pro-

tected under the sediment and did not decay.  Instead ground water 
dissolved minerals into the tree’s trunks. This solution formed quartz 
crystals which filled hollows, cracks, even the interior of the cells, 
and sometimes replaced the cell walls. The process could be so ex-
act the resulting fossils show many details, like the growth rings of 
the trees.  Traces of iron and other minerals combined with quartz 
during the petrifaction process, creating a brilliant rainbow of colors.  
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Words to find: 
Tree    Minerals   Geology 
Rocks   Quartz   Petrified 
Clinker   Scoria   Butte 
Fossil   Erosion   Form 

T R E E Q W E S K C O R 

Y U I T O U P C A S D G 

H J F L Z C A O X B V M 

A C L I N K E R Y D N D 

F E P S L H J I T W G E 

O W R E T U Y A B Z E I 

S A D S F G H J U T L F 

S B M N O J O P T A J I 

I N R L T Y I U R T P R 

L A O S Q W B V U I M T 

B E F R T N O I S O R E 

G I A M I N E R A L S P 

                                          
Geology 

ACTIVITY 

Geology Rocks! 
Wyoming has some very unique geological features.  

Look for them in the word search below.  
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Riches from the Earth 
The mineral resources found on public lands help to keep our country 
running smoothly. From computers to toothpaste to your bicycle– al-
most every product you can think of contains minerals. Chances are at 
least some of these minerals came from public lands. There’s a good 
chance, too, that the electricity you use everyday comes from a coal-
powered plant. And it’s the public lands right here in Wyoming that 
supply much of America’s coal!  

Resources in Wyoming 

Petroleum Coal 

Natural Gas 

Bentonite (clay) 
Crushed Clinker  
(red roadways) 

As you travel to Wyoming’s various public lands, can you see signs of 
these resources being extracted? 
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Minerals Match-up 

ACTIVITY 

Do you know how much we rely on minerals? Here’s a list of some minerals and 
other earth materials that Americans use every day, along with some of their us-
es. Match each of the minerals with the description of how it’s used by writing 
the letter of the mineral in the space next to its description.  

Quartz   A 
Gold   B 

Silver    C 
Iron D 
Coal  E 

Sand & Gravel   F 
Phosphates   G 

Copper   H 
Oil & Gas   I 

Lead   J        

 This mineral is burned in power plants to produce most 

of our country’s electricity. _____ 

 Flexible and shiny, this mineral makes good gutters, 

pipes, electrical wiring and pennies! _____ 

 Rings, earrings, watches– many kinds of jewelry are 

made from this shiny metal. _____ 

 Used to manufacture steel, this mineral is also found in 

nails, magnets, and red meat! _____ 

 This mineral is used  in car batteries and                      

ammunition. _____ 

 These minerals contain phosphorous and are used in 

fertilizer and food for livestock. _____ 

 This mineral often occurs in the form of crystals. It 

comes in many colors and is used to make watches and 

glass. _____ 

 Millions of tons of these are used in  construction     

projects. _____ 

 You’ll find this versatile mineral in coins, film, mirrors, 

and jewelry. _____ 

 These two fossil fuels are often found together in       

deposits underground. _____ 
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Solve the maze by finding your way safely across  
Wyoming’s public lands! 

Start 

Finish 

Wyoming’s public lands are fun and exciting places to visit.  
But be aware some locations are bear and mountain lion country! Be 
sure to find out if there are any safety precautions you should  follow 

in the area you are visiting.  

 
Safety 

           ACTIVITY 
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Watch for all of these as you travel to the Buffalo Field Office’s recreation 

Butte Picnic Table River / Creek 

Bird Trail Sage Brush 

Pine Tree Lizard Deer 

Magpie Flower Cow 

Find 3 in a row = You’re AWESOME      Find all 4 corners = You’re an Outstanding 
Find them all = You’re EXCELLENT 

                                          
Scavenger Hunt 

ACTIVITY 
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Journal 

ACTIVITY 

Use this space to reflect on your experiences at the Buffalo Field        
Office’s recreation sites.  Draw a picture of what you saw or write a po-
em about how you felt being outside enjoying nature! 
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Answers 
P. 3 I Spy Scramble 
Fish, buttes, mammals, caves, insects, flowers, prairie, mountains, rivers, 
reptiles, oil wells, fossils, arrowheads, grasslands 
Answer to question: shopping malls 
 

P.4 Habitat Match-up 
Forest—bear  Tundra—caribou 
Desert—lizard  Grassland—prairie dog 
Stream—salmon  Wetland—frog 
 

P. 8 Geology Word Find   p. 13 Safety Maze 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P. 10 Mineral Match-up 
1.E  2.H  3.B  4.D  5.J  6.G 
7.8  9.C  10.I 
  

T R E E Q W E S K C O R 

Y U I T O U P C A S D G 

H J F L Z C A O X B V M 

A C L I N K E R Y D N D 

F E P S L H J I T W G E 

O W R E T U Y A B Z E I 

S A D S F G H J U T L F 

S B M N O J O P T A J I 

I N R L T Y I U R T P R 

L A O S Q W B V U I M T 

B E F R T N O I S O R E 

G I A M I N E R A L S P 
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