Internal Working Document
NLCS 10™ Anniversary Communication Plan

Current Date: September 3, 2009
Project: 10™ Anniversary of the National Landscape Conservation System (NLCS)

Background: Managed by the Bureau of Land Management as part of its National
System of Public Lands, the NLCS is composed of National Monuments, National
Conservation Areas and similarly designated lands, Wilderness and Wilderness Study
Areas, Wild and Scenic Rivers, National Scenic and Historic Trails, and the Conservation
Lands of the California Desert. These treasured landscapes, valued by millions of
Americans, are located coast-to-coast and include 886 federally recognized areas,
approximately 27 million acres, and 8,425 miles of rivers and national trails. Learn more
about these areas at http://www.blm.gov/nlcs.

Created in 2000 by the Secretary of the Interior, the NLCS brought into a single system
specially designated areas managed on a landscape level under the BLM’s multiple-use
mandate. Passage of the Omnibus Public Lands Management Act (P.L. 111-11) provided
a statutory basis for the NLCS and added nearly 928,000 acres of Wilderness, one
National Monument, four National Conservation Areas, 367 miles of Wild and Scenic
Rivers, and 40 miles of National Scenic and Historic Trails. Many of the treasured
landscapes within the NLCS are popular tourism destinations being managed for their
exceptional scientific, cultural, ecological, historical, and recreational resources.

The long-term vision guiding the NLCS is to conserve, protect, and restore the System’s
lands, cultural and historic resources, and waters for future generations — enhancing the
BLM’s mission to sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of the public lands for
the use and enjoyment of present and future generations. Many of these lands are some
of America’s best kept secrets, yet are just minutes from major metropolitan areas.
Others are rugged and remote, offering solitude in a primitive backcountry setting. The
NLCS comprises the uniquely diverse resources of the American landscape, including
red-rock deserts, rugged ocean coastlines, deep river canyons, and broad Alaskan tundra.
Many areas serve as outdoor scientific laboratories where important discoveries are
common place, ranging from the Nation’s highest concentration of Native American
artifacts to the Nation’s premier paleontological sites. The 10" Anniversary of the NLCS
will be marked with national and local events planned across the country to celebrate the
milestone and reinforce the value of these landscapes to their local, regional, and national
communities.

Communication Goal: The diversity of the NLCS units provides a unique
communication challenge. The goal for this plan is to support both exciting and
beneficial events that engage gateway communities and the public, while promoting long-
term stewardship for these treasured public lands.
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Issues:

Internal issues

The NLCS is not well known or understood among some internal audiences within the
BLM and the Department of the Interior (DOI) and participation in events may be a
challenge.

The workload generated through special directives may hamper the field’s ability to
schedule anniversary events.

External issues
Engaging gateway communities and the public in the celebrations, while promoting
stewardship for these treasured public lands, is paramount.

Some people believe NLCS areas are incompatible with local economic needs and see
nothing to celebrate about their existence.

Apathy towards management issues is common among users and neighbors of public
lands until change, especially from increased attention and visitation, occurs.

The relationship of an NLCS unit to NLCS and the BLM is not well known or
understood, even by members of groups typically familiar with traditional BLM
programs.

The public often associates the National Park Service with the Nation’s premier
landscapes, making it more challenging to raise awareness of the NLCS. Some publics
are not aware of the BLM.

Internal/External Objectives and Related Messages:

1) Enhance awareness and understanding of the NLCS and all it has to offer;
2) Inspire Americans to embrace stewardship of these special public lands;
3) Expand relationships within the science community;

4) Expand relationships within other communities;

5) Celebrate a decade of discovery; and

6) Set goals to achieve even more in the next ten years.

Internal key messages

e Every BLM employee can help increase awareness of the NLCS’s 10™ Anniversary
in 2010 by promoting its conservation role in the BLM’s multiple-use mandate.

e Increasing awareness of the NLCS can help increase awareness of all BLM programs.

e Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar is committed to preserving America’s treasured
landscapes. The 10" Anniversary provides a great opportunity to showcase the
BLM’s management of the NLCS as a critical part of this commitment to
conservation.

e WO can provide tools, products, and messages for BLM employees to use for the
NLCS 10™ Anniversary activities.
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External interest groups and community partners key messages

The NLCS encompasses many of the Nation’s most notable landscapes, providing
important recreation opportunities and economic benefits for local, regional, and
national communities.

The BLM is celebrating the 10" birthday of the NLCS, which was given statutory
permanence through passage of the Omnibus Public Lands Management Act (P.L.
111-11) on March 25, 2009. The legislation was signed by the President on March
30.

The BLM invites you to participate in events scheduled across the country marking
the 10™ Anniversary. Engaging the public in events gives them opportunities to meet
land managers and decision makers and to celebrate these treasured landscapes.
NLCS units, a vital part of the BLM’s National System of Public Lands, are managed
on a landscape level to conserve, protect, and restore their exceptional scientific,
cultural, ecological, historical, and recreational resources.

The year 2010 marks ten years of building strong community partnerships in
completing and implementing land management plans for these treasured landscapes.
The next ten years provide opportunities for increased community stewardship, more
scientific studies, and restoring natural and cultural resources on a landscape level.

External government groups key messages

The BLM is celebrating the 10" birthday of the NLCS, which was given statutory
permanence through passage of the Omnibus Public Lands Management Act (P.L.
111-11) on March 25, 2009. The legislation was signed by the President on March
30.

The BLM invites you to participate in events scheduled across the country marking
the 10™ Anniversary.

The NLCS encompasses many of the Nation’s most notable landscapes, providing
important recreation opportunities and economic benefits for local, regional, and
national communities.

NLCS units, a vital part of the BLM’s National System of Public Lands, are managed
on a landscape level to conserve, protect, and restore their exceptional scientific,
cultural, ecological, historical, and recreational resources.

The year 2010 marks ten years of building strong community partnerships in
completing and implementing land management plans for these treasured landscapes.
The next ten years provide opportunities for increased community stewardship, more
scientific studies, and restoring natural and cultural resources on a landscape level.
The past ten years have proven NLCS public lands to be important to your
constituents and economy. More than 58 million people live within 25 miles of
BLM-managed lands, providing them with open space and outdoor adventure.

In fiscal year 2008, volunteers contributed more than 340,000 hours to the NLCS —
labor valued at more than $6.5 million — building trails, mending fences, eradicating
invasive weeds, and providing visitor services.

The BLM will be responsive to any needs or concerns you or your constituents may
have about the management of NLCS lands.
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Media messages

The BLM is celebrating the 10" birthday of the NLCS, which was given statutory
permanence through passage of the Omnibus Public Lands Management Act (P.L.
111-11) on March 25, 2009. The legislation was signed by the President on March
30.

NLCS units, a vital part of the BLM’s National System of Public Lands, are managed
on a landscape level to conserve, protect, and restore their exceptional scientific,
cultural, ecological, historical, and recreational resources.

Located coast-to-coast, 886 federally recognized areas, approximately 27 million
acres, and 8,425 miles of rivers and national trails are managed for multiple use with
an emphasis on conservation. Learn more about these areas at
http://www.blm.gov/nlcs.

The NLCS is composed of National Monuments, National Conservation Areas and
similarly designated lands, Wilderness and Wilderness Study Areas, Wild and Scenic
Rivers, National Scenic and Historic Trails, and the Conservation Lands of the
California Desert.

No other Federal agency manages such nationally significant areas, designated by
either Congress or the President, on a landscape level with such limited resources.
Treasured landscapes are truly unique to the BLM’s National System of Public
Lands, which includes the NLCS.

The BLM management costs per acre are the lowest among Federal land-managing
agencies. They average $5.86 compared to $17.68 for the U.S. Forest Service, $12.13
for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and $31.34 for the National Park Service.
From outstanding recreational opportunities to working landscapes where grazing and
other traditional uses of the land take place, the NLCS captures the spirit of
America’s rich heritage.

Through educational opportunities and on-the-ground projects, America’s youth play
an integral role in the conservation and restoration of public lands within the NLCS.

Key Contacts:

Work Phone Cell Phone
1) Jim Murkin (202) 208-3516
2) Dave Hunsaker (303) 239-7300
3) Jeff Jarvis (202) 452-5189
4) Jeff Krauss (202) 452-5128
5) Bonnie Winslow (202) 452-7797 (520) 249-2601
6) Mel Lloyd (202) 452-5031

Current Audiences/Interested Groups:

Internal
BLM employees
DOI managers

External interest groups and community partners
Scientific community
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Educators and students

Public Lands Foundation

National Science Teachers Association
Society for Rangeland Management

Society for Ecological Restoration

Volunteers and volunteer organizations

BLM Resource Advisory Councils

NLCS Advisory Councils

Friends groups

National Conservation System Foundation
Conservation System Alliance

Recreation Resource Advisory Councils
Leave No Trace

Tread Lightly

Sierra Club

The Wilderness Society

Western Organization of Resource Councils
Natural Resources Defense Council

National Wildlife Federation

International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies
Izaak Walton League of America

State environmental/conservation groups (e.g., Wyoming Outdoor Council)
National Cattlemen’s Beef Association
Backcountry Horsemen

Boy and Girl Scouts of America

Commercial outfitters

Permittees

American Recreation Coalition

Energy Industry

Hunting and fishing organizations, including:
National Rifle Association

Ducks Unlimited

Trout Unlimited

Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation

Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership
Motorized-use organizations

International Mountain Biking Association and associated organizations
Hiking clubs

National Scenic & Historic Trails associations
American Rivers

Boating organizations

Virtual users

Others

External government groups
Congressional representatives (WO-620 will identify key Members)
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State representatives

Gateway and Nearby Communities

Visitor & Convention Bureaus

State and Other Federal agencies

National Association of Counties

Native American Tribes

Alaskan Natives

Western States Land Commissioners Association
Western Governors’ Association

Others

Media

Target daily and weekly Western newspapers in NLCS areas

National magazines (Outdoors, National Geographic, Backpacker)

Select national outdoor and science reporters

National and local NPR radio stations

Web-based outlets

Internal DOI and BLM publications (People, Land and Water, state publications)
Groups such as Society for Environmental Journalism and the Outdoor Writers
Association of America

Outreach Tactics:

Internal tactics

e Establish a steering committee composed of Washington and state office employees.
Members are: Co-chairs: Jim Murkin, Dave Hunsaker
Co-Leads: Jeff Jarvis, Mary Tisdale, and Jeff Krauss
Lead Staff: Bonnie Winslow, Melodie Lloyd
Working Committee Members: Lauren Pidot, Bibi Booth, Diane Nelson, Bob
Ratcliffe, Richard Hanes, Peter Doran, and State Office leads

e Kick-off Event - Hold an Open House event, similar to the event held ten years ago
announcing the establishment of NLCS. Host NTC. To be satellite broadcast.

e Develop and post BLM Director’s message for employees on intranet home page.

e Establish a 10" Anniversary intranet website. Contents will include: 10™ Anniversary
communication plan, calendar of events, communications tool box, state anniversary
leads with contact information, other items useful to BLM staff or celebrations.
Communication plan can be utilized in appropriate speeches and presentations when
promoting and attending the anniversary events.

e Utilize established SharePoint site for meeting notices, timelines for products, notes,
shared documents, etc. Set up access for all members of steering committee.

e Regularly brief ELT and field committee.

e Work with National Training Center (NTC) staff to:

o Include NLCS and 10" Anniversary in training curricula, particularly for
Pathways and leadership courses. Include NLCS topics in Pathways Scavenger
Hunt.

o0 Provide an exhibit for permanent display at NTC’s Hall of Fame.
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0 Develop broadcast for NTC Supervisor’s Forum.

o Add information on the 10™ Anniversary to NTC’s Knowledge Resource Center.
Provide kickoff presentation to state leadership teams. Provide updates as needed.
BLM employee photo contest.

External groups and community partners tactics

Provide kickoff presentation to Resource Advisory Committees/NLCS Advisory

Committees. Provide updates as needed.

Explore obtaining a 10™ Anniversary Presidential or Secretarial Proclamation — roll-

out with Mrs. Obama at the Main Interior Building (With Director’s approval)

Work with Western and Southeast Tourism Policy Council, American Indian Alaskan

Native Tourism Association, and state tourism organizations to support NLCS

anniversary activities through their websites and other outreach venues.

Establish an internet website that has events calendar, event highlights, external

messages and other resources for public use. Link NLCS unit websites back to

central 10" Anniversary site.

Work with partner organization to sponsor a video contest to reach a broader

audience. Videos will be used on NLCS website and in other new media.

Educational posters to be produced by a partner organization.

Provide a link to and from the anniversary website with the National Parks

Foundation’s 2010 Share the Experience Photo Contest. Explore an NLCS theme.

Work with American Recreation Coalition and other partner groups to encourage

participation between member organizations and local NLCS units in celebrating the

10™ Anniversary. Have partners linked to 10" Anniversary website.

National Events:

o0 Kickoff event - Hold an Open House event, similar to the event held ten years ago
announcing the establishment of NLCS. Host NTC. To be satellite broadcast.

0 NLCS Decade of Discovery Science Symposium — Albuquerque (N.M.)
Convention Center, Hyatt Regency Downtown Hotel — mid-May 2010 (Contact:
Marietta Eaton, Science Coordinator, 202-452-5172)

0 Schedule a Signature Event — Details TBD

Attend major conferences and workshops in 2009 and 2010. In many cases, BLM

staff already attend these events, though additional staff may be sent as needed.

o 100™ Anniversary of Boy Scout Jamboree, Fort A.P. Hill, Virginia (July 2010).
NLCS will be one of the featured themes at the main BLM exhibit.

0 2009 National Trails Conference. Present poster and distribute materials.

0 2009 and 2010 Outdoor Writers Conference. Provide brochure and encourage.
articles on NLCS and 10™ Anniversary

0 Public Affairs Conference in October 2009 — presentation to the PAOs. Provide
media Kits.

0 2009 National Association for Interpretation National workshop (November).
Provide presentation on NLCS and 10" Anniversary and display exhibit.

0 2010 Association for Partners of Public Lands (APPL) (February). Nearly 30
percent of APPL members support NLCS areas. BLM already attending to present
biannual Friends award. Present an exhibit on NLCS and Anniversary.
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Media tactics

Through WO-610 Public Affairs:

o Contact NPR, PBS, and other national news outlets to invite coverage.

o Contact media outlets about PSA distribution.

0 Recruit the Secretary or a celebrity for a pre-recorded PSA.

With state external affairs offices, identify opportunities where it would be
appropriate and beneficial to pitch story ideas directly to targeted reporters/free-lance
journalists and news outlets.

Outreach Products:
Note: All products should be made from natural, recycled, or durable materials where
appropriate.

National Landscape Conservation System products: These items will be used for the

10™ Anniversary but will have no anniversary identifiers. (To be produced/funded by
Washington Office.)

Pocket folder (for government and NGO decision makers, Legislative Affairs)
Brochure: Two sizes

o Tri-fold 17”x11” (for public events, BLM staff)

o Tri-fold 25.5”x11” (for info packets/media kits)

Intra- and Internet Websites

Costs: In-house labor for web development

BLM employee photos from proposed contest.

Winning videos from contest.

Anniversary products:

Internal

Tool kit for distribution to field, including media kit, fact sheet, press release
template, and suggestions of events such as a photo competition and school-based
poster contest.

Costs: In-house labor for production and mailing costs for distribution.

Event banners: One to two per state depending upon number of events.

Costs: Costs associated with design/production and mailing costs distribution.

External

Introduction to NLCS (video): Produced in-house and distributed via website, DVDs,
and video podcasts.

Costs: Labor, travel, and production costs associated with video development and
mailing costs for DVD distribution.

Educational items: Pins, carabiners, or luggage tags; Leave No Trace hang tags
(NLCS commemorative edition); or tattoos.

Costs: Costs associated with design, production, and distribution; Leave No Trace
tags would require working with partner.

One exhibit: There will be costs associated with production and distribution for all
exhibits.

Internal Working Document — Not for Public Distribution Page 8



e Public service announcements: Submit to targeted media outlets for use in reaching
all external audiences.

e Costs: Cost of production of print/radio/or television announcements. Distribution
costs depend on mode of distribution (print media is free, but featured at discretion of

news editor).

o Website: Section devoted to 10™ Anniversary and associated events, NLCS video
(see above), and NLCS trivia game (for virtual and potential NLCS visitors).
Costs: In-house labor for web development.

o NLCS Explorer booklets (for students 2" — 5 grade)
Costs: Use existing WO-172 Junior Explorer series, costs associated with printing and
distribution to field.

Action Plan:
When What Who Completed
March 3, 2009 Steering Comm. Committee members v
meeting
April 28, 2009 Committee members v
April 30, 2009 Tool kit Committee mtg. | Communications Plan v
committee
April 2009 Distribute IB Carl Rountree v
April 2009 Brief ELT Carl Rountree v
June 2009 Brief Field Committee Jim Murkin
June 2009 Finalize, post & Public Affairs
distribute NLCS
communication plan
June 2009 National Trails
Conference
Week of June 15, Attend Outdoor Writers’ | Bonnie Winslow v
2009 Conference
Summer 2009 State Resource Advisory | State 10th Anniversary
Periodic updates Councils & State Coordinators
Leadership Teams
September 1, 2009 | 10™ Anniversary Bonnie Winslow
Website
October 5-9, 2009 BLM National Public TBD
Affairs Conference
November 2009 National Assoc. for TBD
Interpretation workshop
February 2010 Assoc. for Partners of TBD
Public Lands
March 2010 NTC Open House All
Spring 2010 Signature Event All
May 2010 NLCS Decade of All, Contact Marietta
Discovery Science Eaton at 202-452-5174
Symposium for information.
July 26-August 4, | 100™ Boy Scout WO-172, Bonnie
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| 2010 | Jamboree | Winslow

Outreach Attachments:

General Talking Points

Fact Sheet

Map (update in progress)

10" Anniversary Tool Kit (to be developed)
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National Landscape Conservation System
10" Anniversary Talking Points

e The 10" Anniversary of the National Landscape Conservation System (NLCS) celebrates the
collaboration and community stewardship among gateway communities; non-governmental
organizations; tribal, state, and local governments; other Federal agencies; and the BLM.

e The year 2010 marks ten years of building strong community partnerships, completing and
implementing land management plans, and restoring landscapes. The next ten years provide
opportunities for setting goals that increase stewardship, promote sound scientific studies, and
encourage continued community involvement.

e Cultural and paleontological resources abound within the NLCS. While important scientific
discoveries were made on these treasured landscapes long before the NLCS was created, the
past ten years have produced new discoveries important to understanding and managing
complex landscapes. The NLCS holds immense opportunities for tomorrow’s great scientific
discoveries.

o The NLCS brought into a single system specially designated areas and irreplaceable
resources managed on a landscape level under the BLM’s multiple-use mandate. These
public lands are managed to conserve, protect, and restore the exceptional scientific, natural,
cultural, ecological, historical, and recreational values for which they were designated.

e The NLCS is composed of National Monuments, National Conservation Areas and similarly
designated lands, Conservation Lands of the California Desert, Wilderness and Wilderness
Study Areas, Wild and Scenic Rivers, and National Scenic and Historic Trails.

e Located coast-to-coast and spanning from Alaska to Florida, these 886 federally recognized
areas, approximately 27 million acres, and 8,425 miles of rivers and national trails await
discovery. Learn more about these areas at http://www.blm.gov/nlcs.

e Through educational opportunities and on-the-ground projects, America’s youth play an
integral role in the conservation and restoration of public lands within the NLCS.

o NLCS projects cannot be achieved without the help of hundreds of volunteers, working
thousands of hours—340,000 in 2008 alone. These volunteers sacrifice their free time to
work closely with BLM staff on improving the public lands they love.

e BLM Resource Advisory Councils, NLCS Advisory Committees, Friends Groups, and other
partners are critical to the BLM in carrying out its conservation vision and priority programs
for the NLCS. In celebrating the 10" Anniversary, the BLM salutes these important
volunteers.

e NLCS units can be laboratories for finding solutions to emerging national and global issues
such as climate change, sustainable energy development, habitat loss and fragmentation,
demographic shifts, and increasing urban-wildland interface.

e On March 25, 2009, the Omnibus Public Lands Management Act (P.L. 111-11) was passed
by Congress. The legislation, signed by the President on March 30, 2009, provided a
statutory basis for the NLCS.
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e Passage of P.L. 111-11 also added to the NLCS nearly 928,000 acres of Wilderness, one
National Monument, four National Conservation Areas, 367 miles of Wild and Scenic Rivers,
and 40 miles of National Scenic and Historic Trails.

o NLCS management is grounded in science and community collaboration, while ensuring the
conservation, protection, and restoration of these special landscapes. Research findings and
lessons for managing partnerships have been applied to other public lands managed by the
BLM.

e In the decade since its establishment, the NLCS has utilized a new framework for
conservation in the 21* Century. Uses can vary, but many units support traditional activities
such as Native American cultural and religious uses, hunting, and livestock grazing. Oil and
gas development may also be allowed where there are valid existing rights.

e Throughout the past decade, NLCS priorities have grown and evolved. These priorities, for
which management is guided by community-based Resource Management Plans, include
conservation, protection, and restoration; communities and partnerships; science; outdoor
recreation, education, and visitor services; outreach to diverse publics; and youth
involvement.

e Even if they never visit public lands within the NLCS, Americans can gain a sense of
connection to wild and often remote landscapes that are intrinsic parts of their heritage.
These landscapes encompass millions of acres valued and celebrated for their exceptional
scientific, cultural, ecological, historical, and recreational values.

e The National System of Public Lands, including those lands within the NLCS, contributes to
the economic vitality of our Nation. More than 58 million people live within 25 miles of
BLM-managed lands, providing them with open space and outdoor adventure.

e In fiscal year 2008, volunteers contributed more than 340,000 hours to the NLCS — labor
valued at more than $6.5 million — building trails, mending fences, eradicating invasive
weeds, and providing visitor services.

o Asthe BLM moves forward in managing the NLCS, five attributes are needed — creativity,
ingenuity, perseverance, the ability to learn and adapt; and above all, the willingness to work
together in cooperation and partnership to achieve management goals.
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Press Release

Bureau of Land Management Contact: Mel Lloyd (202-452-5031)
For immediate release: [date] [Local Contact/number]

BLM Celebrating National Landscape Conservation System’s 10" Birthday

The Bureau of Land Management has scheduled numerous events throughout 2010 to celebrate
the 10™ Anniversary of its National Landscape Conservation System (NLCS), which was created
by the Secretary of the Interior for managing the BLM’s specially designated conservation areas.
In March 2009, the Omnibus Public Lands Management Act (P.L. 111-11) was passed by
Congress and signed by the President, providing a statutory basis for the NLCS. Managed by the
BLM as part of its National System of Public Lands, the NLCS is composed of National
Monuments, National Conservation Areas, Conservation Lands of the California Desert,
Wilderness and Wilderness Study Areas, Wild and Scenic Rivers, and National Scenic and
Historic Trails. New units within the system can only be designated by Congress or the
President.

“We want to engage Americans from Alaska to Florida in helping us mark a decade of the
NLCS,” said BLM Acting Director Mike Pool. “These landscapes are treasured for their
exceptional resources, but, equally as important, they also provide us with a sense of a vast and
wild America that is part of our heritage.”

Events marking the 10" Anniversary will focus on six key objectives intended to:

1) Enhance awareness and understanding of the NLCS and all it has to offer;
2) Inspire Americans to embrace stewardship of these special public lands;
3) Expand relationships within the science community;

4) Expand relationships within other communities;

5) Celebrate a decade of discovery; and

6) Set goals to achieve even more in the next ten years.

The NLCS, managed for science and conservation under the BLM’s multiple-use mandate,
represents many things to many people. For some, it represents immense backyards abounding in
primitive recreational opportunities, while others treasure these special lands for remoteness and
solitude. Going forward, the BLM must continue balancing these interests while managing lands
within the NLCS to conserve, protect, and restore their extraordinary resources.

The past decade of NLCS accomplishments could not have been achieved without the help of
hundreds of volunteers, young and old alike, working thousands of hours—340,000 in 2008
alone. These volunteers sacrifice their free time to work closely with BLM staff on improving
the public lands they love. By working with gateway communities and local partners, the BLM is
able to expand interpretive and educational services, and resource restoration and protection.
BLM Resource Advisory Councils, NLCS Advisory Committees, Friends Groups, and other
partnerships are critical to the BLM in carrying out its conservation vision and priority programs
for the NLCS. In celebrating the 10" Anniversary, the BLM salutes these important volunteers
and partners.

-- More --
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To find out more about 10" Anniversary events scheduled near you, contact [enter local contact
and their information], or go to http://www.bIm.gov.

The BLM manages more land — 256 million acres — than any other Federal agency. This land,
known as the National System of Public Lands, is primarily located in 12 Western states,
including Alaska. The Bureau, with a budget of about $1 billion, also administers 700 million
acres of sub-surface mineral estate throughout the nation. BLM-managed surface lands include
the National Landscape Conservation System, which showcases the conservation side of the
Bureau’s multiple-use mandate from Congress. Encompassing approximately 27 million acres of
treasured landscapes set aside for their nationally significant cultural, ecological, and scientific
values, the NLCS consists of National Monuments, Wilderness Areas, National Conservation
Areas, and other special designations. The BLM’s multiple-use mission is to sustain the health
and productivity of the public lands for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations.
The Bureau accomplishes this by managing such activities as outdoor recreation, livestock
grazing, mineral development, and energy production, and by conserving, protecting, and
restoring natural, historical, cultural, and other resources on public lands.

HiHH
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National Landscape Conservation System
10" Anniversary Fact Sheet

What: In 2010, the Bureau of Land Management celebrates the 10" Anniversary of the
National Landscape Conservation System (NLCS). The NLCS, managed by the Bureau
of Land Management as part of its National System of Public Lands, is composed of
National Monuments, National Conservation Areas and similarly designated lands,
Wilderness and Wilderness Study Areas, Wild and Scenic Rivers, National Scenic and
Historic Trails, and the Conservation Lands of the California Desert. While the system
was created in 2000 by the Secretary of the Interior, new units within the system can only
be designated by Congress or the President. The Omnibus Public Lands Management
Act of 2009 (P.L. 111-11) was signed by the President on March 30, 2009, providing a
statutory basis for the NLCS. With this Act, nearly 928,000 acres of Wilderness, one
National Monument, four National Conservation Areas, 367 miles of Wild and Scenic
Rivers, and 40 miles of National Scenic and Historic Trails were added to the NLCS.
The system now contains 886 units, approximately 27 million acres, and 8,425 miles of
rivers and national trails located in 11 Western States, Alaska, Maryland, and Florida.
Learn more about these areas at http://www.blm.gov/nlcs.

National Landscape Conservation System at a Glance
Category* Areas Number BLM Acres BLM Miles
National National Monuments 16 4,815,760
Monuments and National Conservation 16 4,112,798
National Areas
Conservation Areas Similar Designations 5 435,829
Wilderness Wilderness Areas 222 8,662,214
Wilderness Study Areas 545 12,790,291
Wild and Scenic Rivers 67 1,164,014 2,419
Trails National Historic Trails 10 5,342
National Scenic Trails 5 664
Totals 886 Approximately 8,425
27,000,000**

*In 2009-2010, the BLM will evaluate how to incorporate the California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA) into the NLCS in
terms of management. The BLM-administered portion of the CDCA (including Wilderness Areas) totals 10,671,080 acres and
includes some multiple-use areas not traditionally incorporated into the NLCS.

**Some NLCS units overlap. Because of these overlaps, it is not possible to arrive at an acreage total for all NLCS units simply
by adding the acreage total for each category listed above (e.g., National Monuments and National Conservation Areas,
Wilderness, etc.).

Why: The NLCS provides a science- and conservation-based framework for managing
the BLM’s specially designated areas encompassing vast treasured landscapes as part of
the BLM’s multiple-use mission.

How: Under the BLM’s multiple-use mandate, these specially designated public lands
are managed to conserve, protect, and restore their exceptional scientific, natural,
cultural, ecological, historical, and recreational values. Most events will be scheduled at
the local Field Office level; some will be combined with such national events as National
Public Lands Day and National Trails Day.
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The NLCS vision and anniversary events focus on six priorities:

1) Conservation, protection, and restoration;

2) Science;

3) Communities and partnerships, including economic and social concerns;
4) Recreation, education, and visitor services;

5) Outreach to diverse publics; and

6) Youth involvement.

Challenges: In managing the NLCS, the BLM is presented with many challenges,
including balancing sometimes conflicting interests while managing these treasured
landscapes to conserve, protect, and restore the extraordinary values for which they were
designated. Other challenges are caused by significant ecological changes occurring
across America. Some of the critical factors facing the unique treasured landscapes
found within the NLCS are:

» Impacts from prolonged drought, wildland fires, invasive species, and noxious weeds.
» Meeting the variety of visitor interests, needs, and expectations.

» Availability of commercial services for visitors to NLCS units.

The biggest and most important challenge for the 10" Anniversary celebration is
engaging gateway communities and the public in the celebrations, while promoting long-
term stewardship for these treasured public lands. Toward that end, there will be several
national events beginning in the spring of 2010.

Partnerships and Volunteers: The NLCS continues to expand its capacity to create
innovative solutions, build sustainable partnerships, and accomplish on-the-ground
projects by involving communities, volunteers, and partners to assist in managing
landscapes. In 2008, BLM staff partnered with more than 450 entities, including tribes,
non-governmental organizations, state and local governments, and other Federal agencies
across the country. In fiscal year 2008, volunteers contributed more than 340,000 hours
to the NLCS — labor valued at more than $6.5 million — building trails, mending
fences, eradicating invasive weeds, and providing visitor services. The BLM leverages
volunteer services and partnerships at an estimated 20:1 ratio to benefit NLCS resources.

Goals Going Forward: The BLM works hard, with the assistance of partners, to

preserve the NLCS’s natural landscapes, as well as those across jurisdictions.

Anniversary events will create an excellent opportunity to promote goals going forward,

as guided by the appropriate land-use plans. Those goals include:

> Developing needed policy and guidance;

» Expanding partnerships throughout the system;

> Initiating a system-wide review of existing management of the NLCS, including
supporting regional assessments related to climate change; and

> Increasing emphasis on scientific research.

For more information, go to http://www.blm.gov/nlcs.
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