
DATA NEEDS TABLE FOR PREPARATION PLANS 
 

Planning 
Questions 

Needed Data 
Set(s) 

Availability 
and 

Format of 
Data Set 

Work Needed 
to Obtain/ 

Prepare Data 

Estimated 
Costs of 

Obtaining/
Preparing 

Data 

Is FGDC 
metadata 
available? 

Name/ 
Source of 

Data 
Standard? 

Does 
available 
data meet 
a National 

or 
Regional 

Standard? 
EXAMPLE 
Paleontology 
 
Where should 
site-specific 
use 
restriction be 
applied to 
ensure 
conservation 
of important 
fossil 
resources? 

Paleosensitivity 
Map 
(w/additional 
site-specific 
locality data) 

Partially 

Use NMMNS&S 
data (updated 
annually) for 
field office  & 
import into GIS 
as x/y data 

4 WM Yes  Yes 

EXAMPLE 
Soil, Water, 
Air 
 
What are the 
characteristics 
of soil 
resources in 
the Planning 
Area? 

Soil survey data 
(NRCS national 
data server, :Soil 
Data Mart”) 
 
BLM Rangeland 
Health 
Assessments 

Yes (NRCS 
spatial) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Partially (non-
spatial) 

 4 WM Yes National 
Cooperative 
Soil Survey 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BLM 
Standard 

Yes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Yes 

 
PLANNING QUESTION

 

 – Each entry should be associated with a planning issue or management concern identified 
in the preparation plan. The questions should attempt to address and create analysis for each issue or concern. 

NEEDED DATA SETS
 

 - The specific data needed to address the planning question. 

AVAILABILITY AND FORMAT OF DATA SETS

 

 - Is there existing data or new data yet to be collected or 
acquired? What format is the data available in? 

WORK NEEDED TO OBTAIN/PREPARE DATA

 

 - If new data, describe how the data will be obtained. If existing 
data needs modification or updating, explain processing (i.e. Conversion to GIS or some other format) 

ESTIMATED COSTS
 

 - Summary of costs associated with collecting or converting required data. 

AVAILABILITY OF FGDC METADATA

 

 - Does metadata exist that is in compliance with the FGDC Geo-Spatial 
Metadata Content Standard? 

NAME/SOURCE OF DATA STANDARD
What kind of standard is it? Has it been designated by the BLM at the National, State, Regional, or Local level? 

 - what is or will be the name/source of the data standard? 

If the data does not meet a national or regional standard be sure to document the standard being used. If the data 
does not meet any standard, indicate that. 
 
DATA MEETS NATIONAL OR REGIONAL STANDARD?

                                                     Attach. 2-1 

 - If there is a national or regional standard, does/will 
the data meet that standard? (VERIFY WITH DATA STEWARD) If there is a national or regional data standard in 
general use but is not being used in your plan, and you believe it would be an appropriate standard to work toward, 
list it. 


