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Dear Permittee: 
      
Wild horses are a part of the history of the West that is still with us today.  Like the American public, the Bureau 
of Land Management (BLM) and the Public Lands Council (PLC) value this important part of our heritage.  We 
all understand the importance of managing the horses in balance with other rangeland resources and uses 
required by law.   
 
The law requires horses to be managed on the range at the appropriate management level (AML). The cost for 
caring for horses that have been removed from the range to reach AML is enormous and strains the BLM's 
ability to deliver other services. The BLM has worked hard through adoptions and other efforts to maintain 
appropriate levels but needs your assistance.     
 
For this reason, the PLC and BLM are joining together in an effort to encourage the purchase of older horses.   
  
The BLM currently has approximately 7,000 horses available for sale.  The horses are primarily mares and 
geldings 11 years and older.  The BLM is offering these animals for sale so they can continue to live out their 
lives under private care and ownership.  Since March of 2005, the BLM has sold approximately 1,500 horses.  
 
We recognize and appreciate that many of you already provide support to wild horses and burros through water 
use and grazing on private lands intermingled with the public lands.  We are asking you to consider continuing 
to help by purchasing some of the older horses.  The BLM will deliver loads of at least 20 to a central location 
for pickup or individual animals may be picked up at the nearest BLM wild horse and burro facility.   
 
Interest and advocacy groups’ response to the purchasing of older animals has been very limited.  Now more 
than ever, we need stewards from the ranching community and other supporters who care about public lands to 
step up and purchase these horses.  We would like to thank those who have already purchased some of these 
animals. The PLC and BLM hope for your continued support in managing the rangelands for present and future 
generations. 
  
If you are interested in this offer and opportunity, please call the BLM at 1-800-710-7597, or send an e-mail to 
wildhorse@blm.gov, or feel free to talk to your local BLM manager. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 

`       
       Mike Byrne 
       President 
       Public Lands Council 
 


