Attachment 3
Bureau of Land Management — Wyoming Greater Sage-Grouse Proposed Land Use Plan
Amendment and Final Environmental Impact Statement

Locatable Mineral Withdrawals (Management Action 79)

The BLM has identified 252,070 acres for locatable mineral withdrawal and another 894,060
acres to be considered for withdrawal because of risk to Greater sage-grouse and its habitat from
conflicting locatable mineral location and entry. Wyoming regulates locatable mineral
operations at both the exploration and extraction phases regardless of surface or mineral
ownership (see Attachment 11 Wyoming Attorney General Memorandum). Much of the state’s
regulation of locatable minerals is done pursuant to the Wyoming Environmental Quality Act
and is administered through the Land Quality Division (LQD) and Water Quality Division
(WQD) of the Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality. Regulated locatable mineral
exploration and development actions include exploration by dozing, exploration by drilling,
mining operations, small mining operations, limited mining operations, and storm water
discharges.

Additionally, by rule, mining operations must consult with the Wyoming Game and Fish
Department (WGFD) and the United States Fish and Wildlife Service and address any concerns
raised by these agencies as part of the permit application process (LQD Non-coal Rules and
Regulations, Ch. 2, § 1(f)). The WGFD will analyze projects utilizing the Density Disturbance
Calculation Tool (DDCT) and make stipulations and recommendations or deny the project
consistent with the EO. A state agency with regulatory jurisdiction must require compliance
with the EO.

Where locatable mineral activities occur on federal lands, the LQD works with BLM as part of
the state application process. The BLM has, in addition, its own requirements for approval. The
BLM’s Surface Management Regulations, 43 CFR § 3809, prevent unnecessary or undue
degradation of the public lands by operations authorized under the mining laws. For a more
detailed discussion of the BLM’s Surface Management Regulations from the American
Exploration and Mining Association, see Attachment 12.

Collectively, these regulatory controls provide adequate protection of the Greater sage-grouse
from the site-specific impacts of locatable mineral exploration and development. Wide-scale
withdrawal of locatable mineral entry in these areas has little or no benefit to the species. The
proposed action would, additionally, be contrary to EO 2015-4, which does not preclude
locatable mineral activities, but instead applies, specific stipulations to mining activities.
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