
APD and Fee Submitted
Electronically into System

Required 
Components

Bonding

Operator must provide 
all necessary 

information within 
initial 45 days and 

information is adequate 

Per OO1 reevaluate 
the need to repost if 

needed.  BLM and 
other SMA posts the 
APD for public info 

for a minimum of 30
days, unless posted 
as NOS (unless it is 

Indian)  

If deficiencies 
that address 

completeness 
are not 

submitted within 
45 days

NO

Operator Submits 
APD 

Deny 
APD

Notice must 
include

Any action the operator 
could take to enable 
the BLM or SMA  to 

issue a final decision, 
such as 

If applicable, a list of 
actions that the BLM or 

SMA needs to take before 
making a final decision 

and a timeframe to 
completing actions Data

Analyses

Operator has 2 years to 
complete actions 
specified in notice 

If actions not 
completed 

within 2 years

If actions are 
completed 

within 2 years

Committed to  AFMSS

Surface Review

Send APD to other SMA, if applicable (do 
additional flows for BIA, FS, FWS, private surface)

APD Process, When No 
NOS Previously Submitted

Adjudication Review

Build in a flag for 
missing bond

Operator name links 
to bond or surety by 

state Electronic Posting (one place for all 
SMA’s posting requirements??)

GIS Automation

Other SMA returns their review 
to BLM, if applicable

Automated Review that the 
following components are 
included in the submission

APD Form 
3160-3

Well Plat

Geospatial 
database

Drilling Plan

Surface Use Plan of 
Operations

Operator 
Certification

If all 
components 

are submitted

July 18, 2012

Bonding

Surface Use 
Agreement

Emissions 
Inventory

APD Package Date Stamped

Other

BLM Returns APD 
to operator

Operator may ask 
for extension

If deficiencies are 
not submitted in the 

new determined 
timeframe

NO

BLM sends 
Operator letter 
stating APD is 

Complete

Is APD 
Complete?

No

Yes

Notify 
Operator

Legend

Decision Point Start/End

Data

Process

Document

Sub-
Process

BLM
Letter

Automation

*If at any step in the flowchart there is a step 
that is not needed, proceed to the next step.

Adjudication 
Review

Engineering
Review

Surface 
Review

10-day Letter,
BLM will coordinate with 
SMA or private surface 
owner and operator to 

schedule onsite, and notify 
that the APD is incomplete. 

BLM sends 
Operator post-

onsite deficiency 
letter.

Conduct 
Onsite

Design 
Features

Survey 
Requirements

Changes in 
Locations

Technical and Resource 
Reviews:
- Surface

- Engineering/Geologic
- Adjudication

*This is an ongoing process 
throughout the APD review.

If all legal 
requirements
are complete, 
within 10 days

Approve 
APD

Notify 
Operator

Notify the operator 
that the BLM is 

deferring 
action on APD

Notify Operator 
that APD is not 

complete

Is APD 
Complete?

Notify Operator 
that APD is 
complete

Within 30 days 
from receipt of a 

complete APD the 
BLM will Approve, 
Deny or Notify the 

operator

YES

YES

APPROVE/DENY
DEFER

NO

NOTE: 
Whenever 
“days” is 

stated within 
this chart, it 

means 
calendar 

days.

YES

Geologic 
Review

Deny 
APD

See 
Chart A

NEPA 
Process
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