Chapter 3 - ACEC Management Prescriptions

PARIETTE WETLANDS ACEC

Objective

Enhance and protect the wetlands community
and associated habitat adjacent to Pariette and
Castle Peak Washes, ensuring continued
waterfow! production and no long-term
deterioration of the water qualily in Pariette
Wash, reduce sedimentation to the Green River
by stabilizing streambanks and water channels,
while meeting the management objectives of
the final recovery plans for the special status
species associated with the area.

Management Levels

Riparian and special status
species habitats, cultural sites
eligible for or listed on the
National Register of Historic
Places (90%)

Level 2 -

Raptor, crucial antelope, and
potential black-footed ferret
habitats, critical watershed,
high salt-containing soils,
potential recreation sites, high-
sensitivity archeological and
paleontological areas (10%)

Level 3 -

Total Federal Acreage - 11,600 acres

Refer to Map 3-5

Management Prescriptions

Cultural and Paleontology.

PWO1

PW02

PW03

Consult with the Ute Tribe for the protection of
areas and items of traditional lifeways and
religious significance.

Allow casual use invertebrate and flora fossil
collection, using hand tools, in designated areas
only. Based on site-specific analysis, collection
of vertebrate fossils by scientific institutions
could be considered.

Paleontological clearances are required on a
case-by-case basis.

PW04

Fire.

PWO05

Classify paleontological resources on public
lands as shown in Table 2-4.

Allow fires to burn under prescribed conditions
only to enhance the stated resource values.

Fish and Wildlife.

PWO06

PW07

PWO08
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Do not allow activities that would result in
adverse impacts to nesting waterfowl during the
period March 1 through May 25.

Do not allow surface-disturbing activities within
1/8 mile of active goose nest sites year 'round.

Continue to implement and revise as necessary
the existing Habitat Management Plan for Myton
Bench as it applies to the ACEC. These
decisions are:

Improve and expand habitat for all
water dependent wildlife species by
providing standing water in necessary
or needed locations.

Provide free seasonal movement of big
game animal by modifying existing
fences at identified locations.

Revise the Wetlands Allotment
Management Plan to allow for an
average residual cover height of 9.5
inches in Pasture 3, while maintaining
appropriate livestock use.

Provide wetland habitat capable of
producing 10,000 ducks and 100
Canada geese annually.

Provide and maintain habitat capable of
producing a three-fold increase in
pheasant and mourning dove
populations and also capable of
supporting viable populations of
chukars and valley quail.

Protect and enhance 6 miles of riparian
habitat in Pariette Draw to ensure
stabilization of the peregrine falcon’s
avian prey base, and improve habitat
conditions.
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PW10

PW11

PW12

Chapter 3 - ACEC
Provide suitable nesting and feeding
habitat for migrating greater sandhill

cranes and wnooplng crdries.
No construction or surface-disturbing activities
(does not apply to casual use) are allowed year
round within 1/2 mile of known golden eagle or
ferruginous hawk nests which would adversely
affect current use or limit or preclude potential

future use of the nest, or unless a permit to take
is obtained from the | ISFQWS
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No construction or surface-disturbing activities

(does not apply to casual use) are allowed year
round within 1/9 mile of known bald eagle
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nests or 1 mile of known peregrine falcon nests.
These restrictions do not apply to maintenance
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and operation of existing facmtles They do not
apply if impacts could be mitigated through
other management actions. Site-specific
analysis will be completed to determine if terrain
features adequately protect the nest site from
the proposed surface-disturbing activity.

Maintain that portion of the potential black-
footed ferret habitat within the ACEC by
avoiding any activities that would render the
habitat unsuitable for possible future
reintroductions (refer to Chapter 2). Complete
a new study to determine its suitability for
reintroduction. Should the Eight Mile Flat area
(including that portion extending into this
ACEC) be selected, the pre-release guidelines
would be continued. Should the Eight Mile Flat
area not be selected, the protective pre-release
actions would be withdrawn. Following actual
reintroduction, the site will be managed in
accordance with the site-specific plan
developed for the reintroduction.

Authorize no action in suitable habitat for
threatened and endangered species if it would
jeopardize the continued existence of the
species or result in severe modification of the
habitat. However, it may be possible to permit
activities if a site-specific inventory shows that
suitable habitat for threatened and endangered
species would not be adversely affected.

Where monitoring finds threats to species status
animal species populations, take action to
protect the species and its habitat. If any
federally-listed or candidate species are delisted
or removed from special status, remove any
restrictions pertinent to the species.
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Lands and Realty.

PW13

PW14

PW15

Establish a right-of-way avoidance area within
level 2 lands. Make level 3 lands available for
placement of rights-of-way with special
restrictions designed to protect the stated
resource values in the ACEC.

Acquire fee title or interest in lands (e.g., water
rights) within level 2 lands as opportunities
arise.

No new access roads will be constructed within
600 feet of goose nesting habitat.

Livestock.

PW16

PW17

Level 3 lands are open to grazing, level 2 lands
are open to prescribed grazing, designed to
maintain and/or enhance the wetland,
watershed, and special status species habitats.

Allow rangeland improvements and grazing
prescriptions to maintain or improve the values
present on level 2 and 3 lands.

Minerals.

Pw18

PW19

PW20

PW21

PW22

About 20 acres within the ACEC are Category
1 for leasable minerals; 7,880 acres are
Category 2; and 3,700 acres are Category 3.

A site-specific analysis of the Pariette STSA will
be conducted to determine whether a portion of
the tar sands deposits can be made available,
without adversely affecting special status plant
species.

About 20 acres within the ACEC are open to
geophysical activities; 7,880 acres are
restricted; and 3,700 acres are open with no
significant surface disturbance.

About 7,880 acres will be Category 2 for mineral
material disposal.

Any mineral activity other than casual use will
require a mining plan of operations. Operations
are restricted by stipulations designed to
protect the identified resource values.
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Recreation.

PW23 Lands are open to OHV use on designated
roads and trails. This restriction does not apply
to permitted BLM activities or authorized
administrative uses.

PW24 Allow development of limited facilities needed to
protect health and human safety within the
ACEC. Develop interpretive facilities and trails

at the ACEC.

PW25 Developed recreation sites within the ACEC will
be closed to grazing and surface-disturbing
activities not directly related to recreation
development. OHV use would be limited to
designated roads and trails.

Riparian.

PW26 Provide sufficient herbaceous forage biomass to
meet requirements of plant vigor maintenance,
bank protection and sediment entrapment.

PW27 Allow new surface-disturbing activities within
330" of riparian zones only when it can be
shown there are no practical alternatives, that
long-term impacts are fully mitigated, or that the
construction is an enhancement to the riparian
areas.

PW28 Improve riparian habitat in early and mid

ecological stages by establishing grazing

systems and implementing rangeland
improvements designed to enhance the riparian
values of the ACEC.

PW29 Close to livestock grazing those riparian areas
that do not satisfactorily respond to improved
grazing management.

Soil and Water.

PW30 Allow new surface-disturbing activities on critical
soils within the level 3 lands if watershed values
can be maintained.

PW31 Areas of critical soils and floodplains are closed

to OHV use and surface-disturbing activities

during periods of saturated soil (usually spring
runoff and fall rains).

PW32 Level 3 lands are available for major (larger

than 1 acre foot capacity) water developments

with special restrictions designed to protect the

stated resource values. Level 2 lands could be
available for such projects if it is consistent with
these prescriptions.

Vegetation.

PW33 Allow mechanical, fire, biological, or chemical
control of noxious weeds and insect infestations
within the ACEC with restrictions designed to
protect the special status plant species and
riparian habitats, desired ground cover, and
water quality.

PW34 Manage the vegetation to attain the ecological
stage that would most benefit riparian and
watershed values, and manage vegetation in the
remaining areas in a way which results in the
highest vegetation species diversity to meet the
special status plant species, wildlife, and
recreation values.

PW35 Do not allow surface-disturbing activities on

special status plant species habitat within the

ACEC. A site-specific analysis will be

completed to determine if site characteristics

exclude potential habitat from a proposed
surface-disturbing activity.

Woodlands.

PW36 On a case-by-case and to meet other resource
management goals, any cottonwood trees
within level 3 lands could be harvested or sold.
Level 3 lands are open for the harvest and/or
collection of common native seed, excluding
barrel cactus species.

PW37 Collection of barrel cacti species will not be
permitted.

Support Needs

sPW38 Develop and implement a coordinated activity
plan for the ACEC.

sPW38 Implement where necessary the Sclerocactus
glaucus recovery plan as developed by the
USF&WS (1990).

sPW40 Continue to monitor water quality from specific
activities affecting the ACEC. Areas receiving
priority include riparian areas and critical
watersheds.
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