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RIO3 

RIO4 

RIO!5 

RIO6 

Close to livestock grazing those riparian areas 
that do not satisfactorily respond to improved 
grazing management. 

Allow new surface-disturbing activities within 
330 feet of riparian zones only when it can be 
shown there are no practical alternatives, that 
long-term impacts are fully mitigated, or that the 
construction is an enhancement to the riparian 
area. 

Continue to work with the Uintah Basin Riparian 
Coalition (a chapter of the Utah Riparian 
Coalition). 

The following mitigation measures will be 
included as applicable: 

0 Keep construction of all new stream 
crossings to a minimum. Culverted 
stream crossings will be designed and 
constructed to allow fish passage. All 
stream crossings will be designed and 
constructed to keep impacts to riparian 
and aquatic habitat to a minimum. 

. Relocate existing roads out of riparian 
areas where feasible or necessary to 
restore watershed and riparian stability. 

0 Maintain the natural configuration of all 
streams 

SOIL AND WATER MANAGEMENT 

Objective 

Ensure the physical presence and legal 
availability of water on public lands, ensure that 
those waters meet or exceed established 
federal and stare water quality standards for 
specific uses, and mitigate activities to prevent 
water quality and watershed degradation; and 
identjv necessary improvements and to 
develop a program reducing salinity and water 
pollution in waters obligated to Mexico. 

Decisions 

SW01 Allow new surface-disturbing activities on critical 
soils on about 75,000 acres within level 3 lands 
only if watershed values are maintained. 

SW02 Level 3 and 4 lands are available for major 
water development rights-of-way, or other 
authorization, with special restrictions. Outside 

of these areas, major water developments could 
be permitted if the project is consistent with 
ACEC or other land management prescriptions. 

SW03 Limit OHV use to designated roads and trails 
and allow no new surface-disturbing activities 
during periods of saturated soils on areas of 
critical soils, floodplains, and municipal 
watersheds. 

SW04 Apply current Utah State Water Quality 
Standards for turbidity and total suspended 
solids to maintain or improve watershed 
conditions. Major actions include: 

0 Maintain or enhance instream flows on 
perennial or intermittent drainages to 
protect fishery values 

. Reduce sediment and salinity 
production on important watersheds 
and critical soils through intensive 
management and construction 
measures to reduce water degradation 
of the Green River. 

. Coordinate closely with the USF&WS, 
Bureau of Reclamation, and the U.S. 
Geological Survey to monitor boron 
and selenium levels at problem areas 
on BLM-administered lands 

. Provide protection of water rights and 
water power withdrawals to meet water 
quality standards. 

SW05 The State of Utah’s Non-Point Source 
Management Plan will be used as a standard to 
reduce potential non-point source of pollution 
impacts. Coordinate with Utah’s Division of 
Water Quality as needed. 

SW06 The following mitigation measures will be 
incorporated into projects or actions as needed: 

. Upgrade maintenance of existing BLM 
roads, close and rehabilitate roads no 
longer necessary, maintain or increase 
vegetation cover or construction of 
erosion control structures where 
possible to reduce critical erosion 
conditions. 

. Construct new roads to standards that 
will maintain or improve watershed 
conditions. 
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0 Revegetate borrow areas and reservoir 
dikes. 

0 Follow BLM earthwork guidelines and 
specifications for the construction of 
retention dams and reservoirs. 

0 Restore the developed seep or spring 
site to its original conformation. 
Seeding of adapted species will be 
used for reseeding. 

0 Allow some water to be left at the 
original water source for wildlife 
purposes. 

l Construct needed fencing to restrict 
livestock and wildlife from the spring 
source or water collection and storage 
areas in conformance with Bureau 
fencing specifications. 

l Design and paint water troughs, 
guzzlers and above-ground tanks and 
facilities to blend with the natural 
environment. Anchor water tanks with 
wooden posts. 

Support Needs 

sSWO7 Complete and maintain the existing water 
inventory database, giving priority to water 
sources associated with riparian areas. 

sSWO8 Quantify instream flows over a 15year period in 
the following priority: Pariette Wash, tributaries 
of the upper Green River, and Argyle-Nine Mile 
drainage. 

sSWO9 DMRA will continue to file for water rights for 
recreation use, riparian habitat, watershed 
protection, wildlife, livestock, and other uses. 
Water right acquisition will be made from willing 
sellers and in accordance with current Utah 
State laws. 

sSW10 Continue to monitor water quality from specific 
activities. Areas receiving priority for monitoring 
include riparian areas, recreation sources, and 
critical watersheds. Produced water from oil 
and gas wells will continue to be disposed of by 
authorized methods which could include 
injection, removal to non-federal disposal pits, 
or on-lease disposal pits. 

SSWII DMRA will inventory all water power and 
reservoir resource values on public lands. 

Lands identified as having water power values 
will be protected by a water power withdrawal. 
Lands already withdrawn that lack water power 
values, or are inconsistent with the objectives of 
this RMP, will be reviewed and recommended 
for termination. 

6~12 Prepare activity plans for areas identified as 
having moderate to critical erosion conditions 
or other problems and where more attention is 
needed than is provided through other program 
activity plans. Revise as necessary existing 
watershed plans for Pariette Wetlands, Red 
Creek Watershed and the Castle Peak Salinity 
Reduction Project. 

VEGETATION RESOURCES 

Objective 

Ensure that managemenr of native, naturalized, 
and exotic plant species enhances, restores, 
and does nor reduce the biological and 
generic diversity of natural ecosystems; to 
maintain and/or enhance soils and watershed 
conditions and forage production (by 
allotment); achieve a desired ecological stage 
or desired plant community structure; control 
noxious weed or insect infestations; and 
protect special status plant species habitats 
with the goal of delisting those listed species 
and preventing the need to list category and/or 
sensitive plant species. 

Decisions 

VEOl 

VE02 

VE03 

Allow mechanical, fire, biological, or chemical 
control of noxious weeds and insect infestations 
within the resource area with restrictions to 
protect desired ground cover and water quality. 

Manage the vegetation to attain the ecological 
stage that would benefit wildlife in crucial 
habitat and manage vegetation in remaining 
areas which results in high vegetation species 
diversity. The goal for the resource area is: 
60% in a late seral or climax stage; 35% in a 
mid-seral stage; and 5% in an early seral stage. 

Management practices will be implemented in 
the following priority order: rangeland 
treatments and/or grazing prescriptions and 
livestock reductions. Livestock reductions will 
be made by grazing allotment, if needed, to 
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VE04 

VEO5 

VEO6 

VE07 

VE08 

Vegetation treatments may include mechanical 
treatments (chaining), chemical treatment 
(herbicide applications), biological treatments 
(grazing), prescribed fire, reseeding, and 
construction of control structures. 

Maintain existing livestock preference of 50,299 
AUMs and provide a maximum of 40,000 AUMs 
for wildlife forage as long as monitoring does 
not indicate a deterioration of resource 
conditions and other resource objectives 
continue to be met. Increase in wildlife AUMs 
will be realized through rangeland 
improvements and land acquisitions. 

Manipulate about 22,950 acres of pinyon-juniper 
woodlands and sagebrush communities to 
increase forage production and improve wildlife 
habitat and watershed (specific proposed 
vegetation treatments by grazing allotment are 
outlined in Table 2-6). 

Provide additional AUMs (over preference) to 
livestock on a temporary, nonrenewable basis 
until identified for crucial wildlife needs. 
Additional AUMs outside crucial wildlife areas 
may be assigned to livestock. 

If monitoring indicates that forage assignments 
cannot be met and all management options are 
exhausted, reductions will be made using the 
following criteria: 

Livestock temporary, nonrenewable AUMs 
above preference will be reduced first. 

On wildlife crucial habitat, livestock preference 
will be reduced if there is a conflict between use 
by livestock and wildlife, and if wildlife numbers 
are within the herd unit or population objective 
levels. If there is no conflict and the reduction 
is necessary because of overuse by either 
livestock or wildlife, that animal’s numbers will 
be reduced. 

On non-crucial wildlife habitat, livestock 
preference and wildlife numbers will be reduced 
equally. The first year, preference reductions 
will be made by historic planning units (Browns 
Park, Diamond Mountain, Ashley-Twelve Mile, 
and Duchesne) with an initial 10% adjustment. 
Five-year agreements will be developed and 
signed at the same time outlining the process 
for phased reductions to the desired level. 

VE09 Temporary adjustments in use due to effects of 
drought will be made to livestock and/or wildlife 
as shown needed by monitoring. 

VElO Do not allow surface-disturbing activities on 
48,000 acres of special status plant habitat. A 
site-specific analysis will be completed to 
determine if site characteristics exclude 
potential habitat from a proposed surface- 
disturbing activity. 

VEll The following mitigating measures and standard 
operating procedures will be incorporated into 
rangeland improvement projects, as applicable. 

. Prescribed Burns: 

- The pattern of vegetation modification will be 
an irregular or mottled design to maintain 
aesthetics and provide habitat diversity. 

- Soil moisture conditions and the season of 
the burn will be selected to benefit the survival 
of desired species. 

- Fire lines and breaks will be built in 
conformance with the district fire plan, as 
amended or revised. Following treatment, fire 
lines will be rehabilitated, berms smoothed, 
disturbed areas reseeded, etc., as necessary to 
conform to the original conformation of the site. 

- Burning will be conducted in such a manner 
as to allow convection to vent smoke and 
provide the most complete combustion of 
material, thus restricting air pollution. 

- The need for buffer zones to protect critical 
wildlife habitat will be coordinated with UDWR. 

- Take care to locate and protect all legal 
markers including cadastral, property, and claim 
markers. 

- In order to protect known cultural values and 
threatened, endangered, and sensitive plant and 
animal species, a clearance will be required 
prior to burning. 

Protection of the watershed will be 
considered to reduce any short-term loss of 
soil. Gully plugging, reseeding, and other 
watershed preserving practices will be applied 
when warranted. 

- Grazing permittees may have to defer grazing 
in some rangelands for period of up to three 
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years. Temporary fencing will be used to 
protect certain sites. 

- If funding and conditions warrant, burned 
areas will be seeded with a variety of plant 
species providing forage and watershed 
benefits. Site-adapted native plant species are 
encouraged for inclusion in the reseed mixture. 

. Chemical Treatments 

- Proposed projects will conform to state and 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
pollution standards. Application of chemicals 
will conform to EPA regulations and BLM 
requirements. 

- Design patterns of the vegetation modification 
to blend into the landscape to maintain the 
natural appearance of the area. 

- In order to control drift, chemical sprays will 
be applied only when winds are less than 5 
miles per hour. 

- Complete joint agreements with UDWR on 
the need and proper dimensions of buffer zones 
to protect wildlife habitat. 

- Leave chemically treated vegetation in place, 
with the exception of woodland products, which 
may be harvested. 

- Season of treatment and soil moisture 
conditions will be selected to give the best kill 
to target species and preserve desired species. 

- Cooperate with the grazing permittees to 
protect treated areas from grazing following 
treatment. Deferments in grazing will generally 
be one to three growing seasons. Where 
grazing systems with rest periods in the grazing 
cycle are being followed, treatments and 
deferment of use, to the extent practical, will be 
worked in with the normal rest periods in the 
grazing cycle. 

. Chainings 

- Design the vegetation modification to blend 
into the landscape to maintain the natural 
appearance of the area. Irregular patterns will 
be implemented to increase the edge effect for 
wildlife and aesthetics. 

- Do not chain within 200 feet of well-traveled 
roads. 

- The need for, and proper dimensions of 
buffer zones will be jointly agreed to by DMRA 
and UDWR prior to on-the-ground development 
of projects. Buffer zones will be provided, 
where necessary, to prevent disturbance to 
riparian ecosystems. 

- Seed treated areas with a variety of plant 
species adapted to the specific site. The 
mixture will be a variety of browse, forbs, and 
grass species that are desirable for both 
livestock, wildlife, and watershed. The use of 
site-adapted native plant species is encouraged. 

- Treated areas will not be grazed by livestock 
until vegetation becomes well established. In 
most cases, two consecutive growing seasons 
of rest will be required. 

VE12 The following guidelines will be incorporated 
into sagebrush vegetation treatments involving 
sage grouse habitat: 

- Do not treat sagebrush within 2 miles of leks 

- Do not treat when sagebrush canopy density 
is less than 20 percent. A minimum of 20 
percent sagebrush should remain after 
treatment. 

- Maintain living strips of sagebrush in irregular 
patterns along 300-foot strips on each side of 
streams. 

- Apply herbicides with helicopters or ground 
equipment with the following considerations: 
treated areas should not be wider than 100 feet 
and untreated areas should be at least 200 feet 
wide. 

- Do not exceed 90 percent sagebrush kills on 
treated areas. 

- UDWR will be notified of each specific 
proposal to control vegetation a minimum of 2 
years in advance of treatment. 

Support Needs 

sVEl3 Develop and implement habitat management 
plans for special status plant species lacking 
activity plans. When revising or developing 
resource activity plans, specific objectives and 
actions stated in USF&WS approved recovery 
plans will be incorporated, if available. Priority 
for development of habitat management plans 
will be: Federally listed species (endangered, 
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then threatened), category 1, category 2, 
sensitive species. 

VISUAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 

Objective 

Manage public lands to protect scenic values, 
to design all visual intrusions so that the VRM 
classification remains unchanged, and to 
improve the visual quality of the landscape. 

Decisions 

VROl 

VR02 

Maintain the natural/primitive qualities of the 
VRM Class II areas (refer to Map 2-4). Allow 
only short-term or mitigable visual intrusions on 
VRM Class II lands and within line-of-sight or 
l/2 mile (whichever is less) of the upper and 
lower Green River. 

The following mitigating measures will be 
incorporated into proposed projects and/or 
activities, as applicable: 

. Existing roads or trails may be 
improved (bladed) if impassable by 
vehicles or equipment. No widening or 
realignment will be allowed outside the 
existing right-of-way without prior 
approval. Existing roads or trails may 
have to be reclaimed or brought back 
to their original condition. New roads 
or trails associated with private 
proposals or applications may be 
constructed only when vehicle and 
equipment passage is otherwise 
impossible. Such new trails will be 
temporary in nature and, to a 
reasonable extent, will following 
existing contours or will take a zig-zag 
path; no straight line-of-sight bulldozing 
will be allowed. 

. Upon project completion, the area and 
access routes not needed for BLM or 
BLM-authorized purposes will be 
reclaimed to as near the original 
condition as possible. 

0 All disturbed areas will be recontoured 
to blend as near as possible with the 
natural topography. All unnecessary 
berms will be removed an all cuts 
(including roads) filled. 

. Construction areas and access roads 
will be kept litter-free. The operator 
must provide a trash cage. 

. For other types of activities, such as 
recreation events, trash will be 
collected and contained during the 
operation. All garbage, trash, flagging, 
lath, etc., will be removed from the area 
and hauled to an authorized dump site. 

WOODLANDS MANAGEMENT 

Objective 

Manage woodlands under the principles of 
mu/tip/e use and sustained yield without 
permanent impairment of the productivity of the 
/and and the quality of the environment; allow 
use of woodland and certain vegetation 
products in areas specified for this use; and 
manage woodland products in other areas to 
meet RMP goals. 

Decisions 

WDOl Woodland treatments and harvests will continue 
to be designed in a mosaic pattern, leaving 
inclusions of live and dead trees within treated 
or harvested areas. Irregular boundaries of 
treatment and harvest areas will be required to 
reduce the detrimental impacts to the scenic 
values. 

WD02 In periods of low vegetative or seed production, 
the resource area will be closed to the 
collection of seeds, pinenuts, ornamental trees, 
shrubs, and nonbarrel cacti. 

WD03 Collection of barrel cacti species will not be 
permitted. 

WD04 About 172,800 acres of productive woodlands 
in level 3 and 4 lands are open to pinyon- 
juniper harvest with restrictions, not to exceed 
sustained yield on productive woodland areas. 
This equates to an allowable cut of 3,700 cords 
per year. Level 2 lands are closed to pinyon- 
juniper (both green and dead/down) harvest. 

WDO!5 On a case-by-case basis to meet other resource 
management goals, on 85,900 acres of level 3 
and 4 lands, sell ponderosa pine, cottonwood, 
other large conifer, and aspen firewood. 
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WD06 Based on public demand, 621,900 acres within 
level 3 and 4 lands are open for the 
harvest/collection of common native seed, 
Christmas trees, juniper fence posts, and 
pinyon pinenuts, live trees, and non-barrel cacti. 

WD07 Precaution will be taken at all times to prevent 
wildfire. During fire closure periods, 
woodcutters using a chain saw will carry 
shovels and attempt to prevent or control any 
fire that may result from their cutting operations. 
Public land users will be held responsible for 
suppression costs for any fire on public lands 
caused through negligence. No burning of 
debris will be allowed without specific 
authorization from BLM. 

WDO8 The following mitigation measures will be 
incorporated into firewood harvesting operation, 
as applicable: 

e Cutting and harvesting areas will be 
closed when weather conditions would 
result in excessive erosion, soil 
compaction, and rutting of roads. 

. Do not allow harvesting within 100 feet 
of well-traveled roads. 

. Stump height will not exceed 12 inches. 

a In order to incorporate the concerns 
and issues of affected parties, early 
consultation and coordination will be 
completed prior to initiation of any 
woodlands project. Identified 
reasonable mitigation measures 
gleaned from this consultation will be 
incorporated into the project. 

. Areas determined to need reseeding 
will be treated with a variety of plant 
species adapted to the specific site. 
The mixture will be a variety of browse, 
forbs, and grass species that are 
desirable for wildlife habitat, livestock, 
and watershed management, while 
maintaining vegetation species 
diversity. The use of site-adapted 
native plant species is encouraged. 

* Approximately 75% of slash piles will 
be burned. Unburned slash will be 
scattered on slopes greater than 30% 
and in drainage bottoms. 

Support Needs 

None identified. 
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