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Priority Biological Areas

Existing ACECs Where Biological Conservation is a Priority
ACEC Acres Biological Resource

Red Bluff 6,168 Dwarf bear-claw poppy

Warner Ridge/
Fort Pearce 4,281

Dwarf bear-claw poppy, siler pincushion cactus, important riparian values 
along the Fort Pearce Wash, and essential habitat for waterfowl, gila 
monster, spotted bat, raptors, and other nongame species

Santa Clara/
Gunlock 1,998 Essential riparian resources, Virgin spinedace minnow and migratory and 

nongame bird habitat, and Southwestern willow fl ycatcher potential habitat

Santa Clara 
River/Land Hill 1,645 Essential riparian resources, Virgin spinedace minnow and migratory and 

nongame bird habitat, and Southwestern willow fl ycatcher potential habitat

Lower Virgin 
River 1,822 Riparian resources, woundfi n minnow and Virgin River chub habitat, and 

migratory and nongame bird habitat

Beaver Dam 
Slope 48,519

Critical habitat for the desert tortoise, habitat for a diversity of desert plant 
and animal species (many of which are listed by state or federal agencies 
as special status species), and includes the Joshua Tree National Natural 
Landmark and the Woodbury Desert Study Area

Upper Beaver 
Dam Wash 33,063

Good water quality in the West Fork of the Beaver Dam Wash upper 
reaches, supporting warm and cold water fi sheries, maintaining a quality 
riparian system, and providing Virgin spinedace and Southwestern willow 
fl ycatcher potential habitat


