Story of a Bone

FORENSIC SCIENCE FOR DINOSAURS

EXCAVATION PROCESS

(D Remove overlying rock and
expose the fossil.

(@ Apply special glues to consolidate
the fossil and to prevent loss of
smaller fragments.

® Surround the fossil with a
protective “field jacket” made of
burlap and plaster, and dig away
the surrounding rock.

@ Transport field jacket with
the fossil to the paleontological
laboratory.

(® Prepare the fossil by removing
surrounding rock, or “matrix,”
and by reattaching small
fragments with special glues.

(6) Curate in a museum where the
fossil, associated clues, maps,
notes, and important information
may be studied and used to
reassemble the puzzle.



