Age of Dinosaurs

ALTHOpGH THE NAME MEANS ‘[ERRIBLE
LLIZARD, DINOSAURS WERE CERTAINLY NOT

ALL TERRIBLE AND NONE WERE LIZARDS.

I[N FACT, SCIENTISTS CONSIDER DINOSAURS TO BE CLOSELY RELATED TO CROCODILES AND BIRDS. D URING THE
MESOzOIC ERA, DINOSAURS LIVED ON EVERY CONTINENT, INCLUDING WHAT IS NOW ANTARCTICA.

TRIASSIC

248-206 MILLION YEARS AGO

Coelophysis
First Dinosaur

The Triassic Period lasted 35 million years and saw the
evolution of the earliest dinosaurs, which are divided
into two categories based on their anatomy: lizard-

hipped (Saurischia), and bird-hipped (Ornithiscia).

During this time the continents formed a single land

mass known as Pangea.

JURASSIC

200-144 MILLION YEARS AGO

Camarasaurus Allosaurus

Lizard-hipped
Bird-hipped

Camptosaurus Stegosaurus

Known as the “age of giants,” this period lasted 55 million
years. The Jurassic Period saw the earliest and the largest of
the long-necked dinosaurs, plated dinosaurs, and the large
predator Allosaurus.

During the Jurassic, the single continental land mass, Pangea,
broke into separate continents.
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(CRETACEOUS
144-65 MILLION YEARS AGO

Tyranosaurus

Parasaurolophus [ricerotops

The Cretaceous Period lasted 80 million years and
saw an assemblage of dinosaurs that included horned
dinosaurs, herbivorous “duck-billed” dinosaurs, and
the carnivorous Tyrannosaurus rex.

During this time, the land masses separated into the

continents that are recognizable today:.
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If the earth’s history is a race track 100 yards long, dinosaurs evolved only five yards

from the finish line, and humans appeared only a few inches from the end of the track.
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