
In fact, scientists consider dinosaurs to be closely related to crocodiles and birds. During the 
Mesozoic Era, dinosaurs lived on every continent, including what is now Antarctica.

Known as the “age of giants,” this period lasted 55 million 
years. The Jurassic Period saw the earliest and the largest of 
the long-necked dinosaurs, plated dinosaurs, and the large 
predator Allosaurus.

During the Jurassic, the single continental land mass, Pangea, 
broke into separate continents.

The Cretaceous Period lasted 80 million years and 
saw an assemblage of dinosaurs that included horned 
dinosaurs, herbivorous “duck-billed” dinosaurs, and 
the carnivorous Tyrannosaurus rex.

During this time, the land masses separated into the 
continents that are recognizable today.

The Triassic Period lasted 35 million years and saw the 
evolution of the earliest dinosaurs, which are divided 
into two categories based on their anatomy: lizard-
hipped (Saurischia), and bird-hipped (Ornithiscia).

During this time the continents formed a single land 
mass known as Pangea.

First Dinosaur

If the earth’s history is a race track 100 yards long, dinosaurs evolved only five yards 
from the finish line, and humans appeared only a few inches from the end of the track.


