
Blanding East Hazardous Fuels Reduction and 

Watershed/Vegetation Restoration Project 

 

 
Location: Approximately 

1.5 miles east of Blanding 

in San Juan County.  

Highway 191 runs through 

the project area.   

 
Implementation Date: The 

project would commence in 

fall/winter 2015 and be 

accomplished in several 

phases (50-500 acres) over 

a five to 10-year period. 

 

Project Description: The BLM-Utah Monticello Field Office proposes to thin dense 

stands of pinyon and juniper trees east and northeast of Blanding, Utah on approximately 

2,460 acres in a 17,566-acre area in two phases (see map). The first phase of the project, 

consisting of hand-thinning, is scheduled to begin in fall 2015.  Phase II treatments are 

proposed to continue over the next few years using a variety of methods analyzed in the 

environmental assessment including fuel wood collection, hand thinning, mechanical 

shredding, prescribed burning, seeding, and herbicide application.   

Management objectives for this project include:  

 Providing fuel wood to the public  

 Creating a fuel break by thinning dense stands of pinyon/juniper (old-growth trees 

will be avoided)  

 Restoring biological processes to revitalize the ecosystem and improve wildlife 

habitat 

 Establishing a diverse and resilient vegetative understory of grasses, forbs and 

shrubs 

 

Need for the Project 

The Blanding area is a high desert ecosystem with a complex vegetative mix composed 

of pinyon/juniper woodlands, ponderosa pine stands, oak brush and open sagebrush flats. 

Pinyon/juniper woodlands are an integral part of this high desert ecosystem. Favorable 

environmental and climatological factors during the past 100 years have contributed to 

vast expanses and infilling of this vegetation cover into the domain of other plant 

communities. Pinyon/juniper woodlands represent the third most extensive vegetation 

type in the continental U.S.  During fire season, pinyon/juniper woodlands can become 

highly flammable. The Blanding area has high fire probability due to vegetation, 

topography, weather and frequent lightning. Interagency fire managers in southeastern 



Utah are concerned that large destructive fires in the area are very probable. Vegetative 

competition from pinyon/juniper has also contributed to declines in forage production, 

diminished browse habitat quality for wildlife, decreased herbaceous cover and increased 

soil erosion. 

 

How the BLM Fire and Fuels Program Determines Project Location 

The BLM Fire and Fuels Program uses several methods to determine a fuels project 

location. For Blanding East, the design was delineated through ground assessment, 

wildfire burn probability modeling, fire history and vicinity of wildland urban interface 

property.  

 

Proposed Project Design 

In the phase I treatment area, 176 acres of accessible land next to roads will be available 

to the public for fuel wood gathering (see map). Phase I treatments will be implemented 

with hand crews to thin and pile approximately 1,067 acres. The treatment areas not 

directly accessible by road for fuel-wood gathering will be piled and burned by BLM fire 

personnel when snow is on the ground. This design ties into adjacent fuels projects with 

Forest Service, State and private lands to the north.  Recent fire history in the area shows 

that most large fires are driven by strong southwest winds.  This project design is set to 

act as a wildfire fuel-break which will help aerial and ground fire resources in 

suppression efforts. This fuel-break will also help to protect the public view shed, forest 

timber, cabins and the municipal watershed on the southeast slope of the Abajo 

Mountains. Specific on-site review will evaluate tree density and age class for an accurate 

determination of old-growth trees that will be avoided. The treatment will also allow 

more rain and sunlight to reach the ground and sustain new vegetation.   

 

Funding 

This project has received funding through the Utah Watershed Restoration Initiative with 

contributions from the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources, Mule Deer Foundation, 

Sportsmen for Fish and Wildlife, and the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation. 

 

For additional project-specific information, please visit:  https://www.blm.gov/ut/enbb/  

or call Jason Kirks, BLM Canyon Country Fire Zone Fire Management Specialist at 

(435)259-2184.

https://www.blm.gov/ut/enbb/


 



 


