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Length: 4.8 miles 
 
Corridor Acres: Approx. 1,440 
 
Classification: Wild 
 
Outstandingly Remarkable 
Values: Scenery, Recreation, 
WIldlife 
 

Beginning at overhead powerline 
crossing at NWSE Sec. 23, T 43 S, 
R 1 W, SLM, and extending to 
Arizona-Utah border (SENW Sec. 
12, T 44 S, R 1 W, SLM) 
 
Kanab Field Office 
 
Color Country District 
 
Kane County, Utah 
2nd Congressional District 
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General Description 
Scenery within the Paria River canyon includes colorful sandstone, wildflowers, intermittent scatterings of 
shrubs and grasses, and occasional cottonwood trees. The Paria River canyon offers the opportunity for hiking 
and backpacking in a unique, deeply entrenched, desert canyon far from the sights and sounds of civilization. 
Permits for overnight trips through the Paria are sought by visitors throughout the United States and overseas. 
The colorful, sheer sandstone cliffs bordering riparian vegetation provide exceptional photo opportunities. 
Wildlife viewing offers frequent sightings of desert bighorn sheep and a variety of raptors. Day hikers can 
access portions of the canyon a few miles downstream from the White House campground and trailhead. 
Overnight visitors typically start their trek at White House and continue for 3 to 5 days, hiking the 38-mile 
stretch that terminates at Lee’s Ferry on the Colorado River. Because the number of permits is regulated on a 
daily basis, backpackers have excellent opportunities to experience solitude and primitive, unconfined 
recreation in a highly unique setting. The Paria River is important to numerous avian wildlife species, notably 
the peregrine falcon. The area also contains suitable habitat for the Mexican spotted owl, the Southwestern 
willow flycatcher, and the California condor. This river segment provides excellent nesting and roosting habitat 
for the Mexican spotted owl and the peregrine falcon, although their presence has not been confirmed to date. 
The river segment corridor is also important lambing habitat for desert bighorn sheep. This entire segment lies 
within the Paria Canyon-Vermilion Cliffs Wilderness. 

Summary 
This segment has internationally significant Outstandingly Remarkable Values (ORVs) and designation of this 
segment would provide a unique slot canyon and recreation experience to the National System. Future 
congressional designation would protect free flow and ORVs and complement the intent of the Wilderness 
management strategies. There 
are no anticipated negative 
effects from designation because 
there are no competing resource 
considerations. Still, local and 
state agencies oppose 
designation primarily over their 
concerns that current and 
potential water use could be 
affected. Finally, the segment 
downstream in the Arizona 
portion of the Wilderness has 
also been found suitable by the 
BLM and together these 
segments represent a significant 
contribution to the integrity of 
the Paria River system.  
 


