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MH: 
It is December 9, 2003 and I am in Salt Lake City. This is Marsha Holland and I am here with Dorothy Macfarland.  Hi Dorothy.

DM:
 How are you?

MH:
Good!  How are you?

DM:
Very well.

MH:
Thanks for having me here. Dorothy, where were you born?

DM:
I was born in Redville, Kansas.

MH:
In Kansas.  All the way in Kansas. Oh, and I forgot to ask what your full name is.

DM:
Dorothy Smith Macfarland

MH:
So, your dad was a Smith?

DM:
Yes. 

MH:
Right, so how did your family end up getting to Cedar City, is that where you ended up moving to?

DM:
Yes.

MH:
Can you tell me about that a little bit?

DM:
Well my father was trying to farm, but it just wasn’t something that he wanted to do, because he was a college graduate.  So he went into teaching and we moved to South Dakota, Alcester and he taught there for two or three years; then we moved to the Huntley Project in Montana.

MH:
The Huntley Project? What was that?

DM:
It was a government project where they grew different crops, [and did] experiments.

MH:
So, then did he teach agriculture?

DM:
No, he was a history teacher.  Then we moved to Yakima, Washington [where he ] taught, then to California.

MH:
Where in California?

DM:
Corcoran.  It is near Fresno.

MH:
Ok, I was going to ask, isn’t that in the Central Valley?

DM:
Yes, in the San Joaquin Valley. 

MH:
So, how old where you then?

DM:
Well, we left when I was about six, from Kansas, and by the time we got to California, I was in high school. We came to Cedar City because there was a college there and my father was in business there.

MH:
In business, teaching business?

DM:
No.

MH:
He became a business man?

DM:
Yes.  

MH:
Well, let’s talk about what it was like in Kansa when you were young?

DM:
We were on a farm and looking back, I thought it was really wonderful. I had a pet chicken and a dog.  It was just kind of a free and lovely life.

MH:
What was the kind of farming that your father did?

DM:
He had corn and wheat and alfalfa. 

MH:
Do you remember how large the farm was?

DM:
No, it was large though.

MH:
He must have had some sort of farm implements then?

DM:
Oh, yes, he had tractors and horses.

MH:
So, when was that?

DM:
1915, I was born August 18th, 1915.

MH:
So, by the time you were six it was nineteen twenty-one and you were on the move during the time of The Great Depression?

DM:
Oh, yes we remember that.  We were in Yakima, Washington at the worst part of it.

MH:
How did that affect your dad’s work?

DM:
Well, he always had work, but it was touch and go for everyone.  We weren’t the only ones.  Everyone was having a struggle.

MH:
What do you remember in particular was the biggest challenge?

DM:
Well, in the summer, we all worked because we needed to make enough money to live. 

MH:
What sorts of jobs were available to you then?

DM:
That was a fruit area and we were picking apples and other kinds of fruit.

MH:
Yakima is famous for its orchards.

DM:
Yes.

MH:
So, everyone was out picking fruit. 

DM:
Yes, we picked fruit.  Not all simmer but when it was harvest time.

MH:
What kind of things did you use for picking?

DM:
Ladders.  We had baskets, which you filled up.

MH:
Did you get paid by the basket?

DM:
I don’t recall.

MH:
Would you go out as a family?

DM:
Yes we would work as a family.

MH:
That is kind of neat.  Now, you said you had another sister.  What was her name?

DM:
Jane.  Jane Sevy.  Her husband was from Richfield.

MH:
From Yakima, your moved to California, to Corcoran.  You are still in a farming area again.

DM:
Well, it was cotton. It was cotton.  A lot of the people from Mexico came there to do that.

MH:
Did you have any interaction with them?

DM:
Oh, yes because we had a store.  When they got paid they were in there immediately buying.

MH:
Did you learn a bit of Spanish then?

DM:
A little enough to get along because some of them didn’t speak English.

MH:
So, did you work in the store?

DM:
Yes, both my sister and I worked in the store.

MH:
That was in Corcoran. What was the name of the store?

DM:
Sprouse Reitz.

MH:
Oh, OK, I have heard of that before?  Did he own the store or manage it?

DM:
He was the manager.

MH:
I have heard of that chain.  I think they still have a few left in California.  

DM:
I think they finally dissolved along with Woolworth’s.

MH:
When you moved from California to Cedar City you were in high school?

DM:
Yes.  I had my last year in Cedar City.

MH:
So, you were a senior.  And your sister was older?

DM:
So she was at the Branch Agricultural College. 

MH:
That has become S.U.U.

DM:
It used to be B.A.C., the Branch Agricultural College.  The mother school was in Logan.

MH:
Oh, so this was a branch.  I always wondered what the BAC was.  All right, it was your senior year when you moved to Cedar City, what were you thinking about?

DM:
Well, we hated to leave.  We had our friends, that is a vulnerable age when you don’t want to move and leave your friends.  But we integrated right away.

MH:
What about the high school?

DM:
Actually it was part of the BAC.  I had my last year of high school and first two years of college at the BAC.   Then they built a new high school right across the street.  I hink it was Cedar City High School.

MH:
Right, I think the new one is Canyon View.
When was the last time you were in Cedar City?

DM:
Oh, we are down there all the time. Just in July we were there down to the Festival.

MH:
Oh, the Shakespearean Festival?

DM:
Yes.

MH:
Was there that sort of cultural events going on in Cedar City then?

DM;
They always had a great interest in opera and any kind of art and musicals and lots of interesting people.  And really good, they were really good.

MH:
So, performers would come into that area.  Your sister was going to BAC?

DM:
Yes:

MH:
What was her major?

DM:
I think English.

MH:
So it was diverse curriculum, not just an Ag college.

DM:
No, we had more than agriculture.

Phone rings, recording is interrupted then resumed.

MH:
Tell me what it was like as a senior at BAC.  What kinds of activities were available to you?

DM:
We kind of did the same things that they did at the  college because we were all there together. 

MH:
Was there a senior prom?

DM:
I think there was.  There was lots of dancing there. (Laughter)

MH:
Dancing was popular then?

DM:
Oh, yes.

MH:
Was it on campus or…

DM:
Yes, it was on campus in the gym.

MH:
Did bands come in or would it be…

DM:
The college band and they would play all the popular tunes.

MH:
That would have been in the thirties?

DM:
We came there in nineteen thirty-three.

MH:
Was the economy just coming out of the Depression, struggling?

DM:
Right, the CCCs were there.

MH:
Were they staying around the town or outside?

DM:
Yes, they were.  A lot of the girls in Cedar City married CCC boys.

MH:
That turned out to be an interesting phenomenon.

DM:
Yes, it was.  They just seamed to fit in and they were successful.  It was amazing how many of them were talented young men. They dated the girls.

MH:
And dancing was very popular then, a great social time.

DM:
Oh, yes. The thing that surprised us was the dancing in the churches.  In our churches, you weren’t supposed to dance at all. (Laughter)

MH:
But the churches around here were more like social halls, the only buildings available where people could meet. 

DM:
For us it was kind of different to be dancing at a church.

MH:
Then you are not LDS?

DM:
No, we were Methodists. You don’t play cards and you don’t dance.

MH:
Yes, the only buildings that were available were the churches.

DM:
I can’t remember a single hall, well yes, the sheep building down on Main Street, upstairs there was a hall.  They had dances there.

MH:
The Sheep Building?  (Laughter)

DM:
Yes.

MH:
Well, was that part of United Sheepherders or what was it?

DM:
The sheep industry was a big thing in Cedar and it was a mercantile and they called t it the Sheep Store.

MH:
So, was it like a clearing house and the herders would get supplies there?

DM:
Oh, yes. They had all the machinery and even a soda fountain and upstairs a big hall.

MH:
I have spoken to people who were herders and they talked about bringing their sheep over to Cedar.

DM:
Well, my sister’s husband herded sheep to make money to go to college.

MH:
Where did he do that?

DM:
On the desert out of Cedar City.  To the west.  In the summer they would take them up on the mountain.

MH:
Did you ever see what they were up to?

DM:
Yes, we could always see them.  When they cross the highway, everything was stopped.  All the cars had to stop on both sides.

MH:
Really!?  They stopped traffic while the herds crossed over and then up the mountain.

DM:
Yes, then coming down in the fall.  It was something the always did.

MH:
That is interesting and hard to imagine that now.

DM:
It was a perfect set-up because they could be up on the mountain where it was green and nice in the summer and then in the winter they would graze on the desert.

MH:
There are still quite a few sheep out there but it is all fenced off.

DM:
Yes, it is still an industry down there.

MH:
What about cattle?

DM:
Yes, they had cattle too, but I don’t think as many as the sheep.  We talked only about the sheepmen.  A lot of them lived in town.  It was their life work.

MH:
What else was going on in town then?

DM
I think the biggest industry other than the sheep and the mines west of Utah, Columbia Steel, was the college.  Colleges bring in a lot of business. Those were the three big industries in Cedar City.  

MH:
Culturally it is always a much more interesting place to live in a college town.  I think it was true here too.

DM:
Well, that was really why we moved from California otherwise we would have had to go to Fresno and stay in a dormitory.

MH:
Was your dad able to go back into teaching at the college at BAC?

DM:
No, he stayed in business.  He stayed in Spouse Reitz.  But he really worked well with the people there.  He would go out and help them when they were putting up food for the welfare program and he was in the Rotary Club and really got into things.  We felt very much at home there.

MH:
That is nice huh?  Tell me about the gardens they had.  You said they put up food for the welfare, how would they do that?

DM:
Everybody had a garden, even in the city.  I think they later on grew vegetables out in the desert, but they had to have an irrigation system.

MH:
Then did people pool their excess harvest?

DM:
I think that is what they did.

MH:
And then what would they do with it?

DM:
It was for the welfare program for people who could not afford to buy food at the stores, just like it is now.

MH:
They would can the food that they grew?

DM:
Yes.

MH:
OK.  Would it be at a central place or at your own home?

DM;
No, no there was a central place.

MH:
Oh, where was that?

DM:
I don’t know, but it was there in the city.

MH:
They would can food and then take it and distribute it.  That is interesting.  We sort of have that too but it is all canned foods.  Any surplus is exchanged.  People who have extra peaches share with someone who has extra pears.

DM:
There aren’t that many poor people in a small town are there.

MH:
I think there are a few, but everyone gets taken care of.  The LDS Church distributes a lot of care.   There is a distribution center in the county, where the needy can get food.

DM:
I remember Hatch was that kind of a place wasn’t it?

MH:
OK, back to Cedar.  You spent how many years there

DM:
We came there in nineteen thirty-three and I went to Logan to school.  My sister did too. She taught a year out in the desert out at Lund and then she waited for me and we went together and finished there.

MH:
So, you both graduated.  What was your major?

DM:
I was in English.  I think she was too was a minor in Home Economics.

MH:
What was it like in Logan then?

DM:
It was wonderful, a very friendly city.

MH:
Were there a lot of young women going to school up there?

DM:
Oh, yes.  It was a grand exodus from Cedar City to Utah State Agricultural College then.  That was where my sister met her husband.

MH:
And how did you meet your husband?

DM:
In Cedar City.  He grew up there.  His father was a doctor there.  I met him, he was a year ahead of me at the college.  Then he went to Cornell to be a doctor. I went to the AC while he was here at the University, so we were never really together very much.  I would come down for the games.

MH:
What was his name?

DM:
Wayland Macfarland.  Actually it was Lloyd Wayland, but he went as Wayland.

MH:
Then his father…

DM:
…was a doctor in Cedar City.

MH:
And his name?

DM:
Yes, his name was Menzies Macfarland.

MH:
How many doctors were there in Cedar City then?

DM:
He practiced with Doctor Bergstrom and then there were two others, I think Graff and I can’t remember the other.

MH:
So he followed in his father’s footsteps?

DM:
Well his father wanted him to follow. He really wanted to do it. As a matter of fact two of the four boys became doctors.

 MH:
So, he went to Cornell and graduated.  That is a long time.

DM:
Very long, so I finished and I taught school in Cedar City for a year then I went on for my Masters at Berkeley, came back and taught another year at the new high school.

MH:
So you taught for a bit in Cedar after your got your studies.  Well, what was Berkeley like then?

DM:
It was big. (Laughter)  I liked it.   I belonged to a sorority in Logan so I just transferred  {the Berkeley branch of the sorority} and lived right there. It worked out well for me.

MH:
How many years to get your masters?

DM:
A year.  In English I married before I finished my thesis.

MH:
You went back to Cedar City?

DM:
And taught another year. It raised my salary from two hundred a month to three hundred a month. (Laughter)

MH:
Was it hard for you to go back to Cedar City.

DM:
No, we were kind of waiting because he wasn’t through.  It was something for me to do and make a little money.

MH:
Did you ever go visit him?

DM:
Oh, no.  You weren’t even supposed to be married when you were I medical school then.  

MH:
Tell me about some of your experiences in Cedar City, as far as recreation or other.

DM:
We were just into everything.  We had little sororities down there.  Little local things, but I think there were three. We of course had the Prom and ocher dances, like the Harvest Dance. 

MH:
Would you go up to Cedar Mountain occasionally?

DM:
Yes, we would have picnics up there in the summer. I remember our sorority would go up in the canyon for breakfast at the end of school. It was just beautiful.  As a matter of fact my husband and I, he wasn’t my husband then, and Scott Gardener and his girlfriend went up in an old car that they drove out from Cornell, these two boys together.  Scott got married and they had a baby.  She had left the baby with her sister.  We ran out of gas up there.  It was really terrible, out in the middle of nowhere, out by Navajo Lake.  By the time we got refueled and started back the baby was needing to be fed.  My husband’s father met us coming down and he was furious.

MH:
Was Panguitch Lake a Resort then?

DM:
As resorts went in those days, just a few cabins.  I think it was the same at Fish Lake. We just picnicked and hiked.

MH:
What was the road like up there then?

DM:
It was terrible, washboards.

MH:
Oh, it was dirt.

DM:
And it was still that way when my husband was driving for the Parks. His dudes, as they called them, were just frantic because when you passed you never had pull out places and they were scared to death they were going to go over the edge. It was just an old dirt road.  Then, we would get those floods in Cedar City, and of course it would come down the road. And wash it out and then it had to be redone.

MH:
Well, the floods still haunt that canyon.

DM:
We got a river of red mud right down Main Street from those flash floods.

MH:
Some people complain about Cedar being so windy.  Do you recall that?

DM:
Oh, my yes.  They said you could sit on the fence and the wind would hold you up, you wouldn’t fall backwards. And the streets were so gravelly; you could wear a pair of shoes out just walking back and forth.  I would walk home for lunch and it was just terrible. And when it would blow, all this dust, it was just terrible.  I can remember my father-in-law getting a call to go to the hospital and he’d back his car out and his wheels would just spin in that dirt, because he was going so fast.  (Laughter) It was really funny, “Dr. Macfarland has a call.”

MH:
What were the facilities like there, in Cedar?

DM:
Well, I think the fact it was the hub for the train and the busses were there at the station taking people to Zion, Bryce, Cedar Breaks, and  the Grand Canyon.  I think that helped the economy a lot.

MH:
That seemed like it was popular.  Bryce kind of boomed because of that.

DM:
Our store was on Main Street.  In the mornings the busses would go out one after another.  You couldn’t believe it, they were open.  They would turn there at the post office, well, it used to be the chapel, and turn there and go up the canyon.

MH:
They would go up on the dirt road, bumpity bump up the road?

DM:
Oh, yes.  They would go to Cedar Breaks first, then they would go on over to Bryce and to Zion and Grand Canyon.

MH:
Do you remember taking trips into Zion?

DM:
Oh, yes.  That was one of the things we loved to do.  The photographer would take us down there sometimes to take pictures to put in magazines, Homer Jones.

MH:
For marketing and such?  What were some of your favorite places in Zion?

DM:
I still have favorite places in Zion and wish I could drive down in there, but they have those busses now.  We were there in July.  It is still nice in Zion.  It burned down a couple of times and it still looks kind of like it always did.

MH:
A forest fire?

DM:
No, the Lodge, I think burned twice.  The Rotary Club used to always go down there for their big doings.  We would go down and have dinner. My father and my father-in-law were in the Rotary Club. 

MH:
And what did your mother do to stay busy?

DM:
She worked in the store.  She wrote all the orders.

MH:
How about some of her hobbies?

DM:
Well, she was always a wonderful seamstress.  I don’t know when she found time to do it.  She sewed for us and made most of our clothes, party dresses and formals. 

MH:
Were you able to get most of what you needed in Cedar or did you order out.

DM:
We pretty much supported the city.  My father thought we should since he was in business.

MH:
Did you make trips to Salt Lake or Las Vegas?

DM:
I made trips up here for the teachers’ conventions.  One time we stayed at the Hotel Utah.  Oh, it was a beautiful place.  They had a flower shop in there.  I was looking at some chrysanthemums, those great big chrysanthemums, and a photo group came in and took my picture and put it in the paper.  I was shocked.  I wasn’t expecting anything like that.  It was in the Salt Lake Tribune.

MH:
That is neat. When you would travel to and fro, you must have had a car?

DM:
Oh, yes.  We had a Chevrolet.  I taught my father to drive.

MH:
I have heard that a lot, that the kids taught their parents to drive.

DM:
Yes, I taught my father to drive in Cedar City. I taught him to drive a shrift car. He had been able to drive a Model T  but I taught him to drive a shift car.

MH:
What kind of vehicle did you use to move from California?

DM:
It was the Model T.

MH:
You just loaded it up?

DM:
Yes.  We had to drive at night across the Mojave Desert, it was like 120 degrees in the middle of the night. They had these things that you put on the side of your car with water in them and the breeze was supposed to keep you cool.

MH:
Like a swamp cooler?

DM:
Yes. (Laughter)

MH:
Oh, my. What did you and your sister think when you were doing that?

DM:
We were in a snit.  We didn’t want to move.
We just got there and settled in.

MH:
You were telling me it was pretty rough coming up from Las Vegas.

DM:
It was terrible, on the Black Ridge.  There were so many accidents and deaths on that road.  You would go around that lake that is still there, but is dry now.  They had a dance floor there right on the curve.  I don’t know where they would come from to dance there, but there was a cement thing for them to dance on. I don’t know if there is anything there now, because the road bypasses it.

MH:
That lake or reservoir was there then?

DM:
It was.  We went on down to St. George and on to Zion in the fall and everything was dry.

MH:
St. George was probably…

DM:
Oh, it was one street.  As a matter of fact my father could of had that business, but he said we couldn’t live there, with no air conditioning, it was just terrible.  It was just a dirty little road, just one street.

MH:
Cedar has a nice climate.

DM:
Yes, you could always sleep at night.

MH:
Did you ever explore much to the west?

DM:
We would drive out to the mines.  That was the going thing in those days, a big industry.  We would drive out on the desert.  My husband’s father bought into some of those mines.  They never did do much.  I still have those certificates.

MH:
What about the mines’ names. Do you remember any?

DM:
The Cleveland Mine.

MH:
What would they mine out there?

DM:
Silver, I think there was some gold and copper, everything.

MH:
You would go out to explore.

DM:
It was a big thing, with buildings all over, big piles of slag.  They had that place where they had the coke mines; I think it is a park now.  They still have those coke ovens for making iron.  It was the iron mines.  I should have told you that.  That was where they were going to mine the iron and do it right there in Cedar City, but it didn’t work out.

MH:
It didn’t work out.  Was the haul too much?

DM:
I think there was some ingredient that they didn’t have.

MH:
What about the political atmosphere?  What were the issues then?

DM:
Well, of course it was mostly Republican.  My father –in-law was a Democrat and he ran, and he always seemed to win because he was so popular.  He was a wonderful man. 

MH:
So, he was the doctor, but also a politician. 

DM:
Yes, he was into everything.  He took care of a case of bubonic plague there and he saved that boy.  That was the talk of the town, because you didn’t save too many in those days. He was sick for months.

MH:
There is still a bit of that around.

DM:
[It is carried by] the squirrels and rodents. Kids love to pick up little animals and have a pet, and the squirrel bit this…as a matter of fact we interviewed him for one of the books my husband wrote.  He just couldn’t believe he had survived that.

MH:
What about in your family?  What did your family like to do for fun and relaxation?

DM:
Picnic and travel.  We would go back to Kansas quite a bit and visit relatives there.

MH:
Your mom and dad both had family back there still?

DM: 
Yes.  My dad was originally from Jacksonville, Illinois. He went to college graduated there.   And my mother was born right where we lived in Kansas.

MH:
And what do you know about their families?

DM:
My great grandfather was one of the first settlers there.  He came from Kentucky, Blue Grass Country and bought all this wonderful bottomland.  He had thirteen children and left sizable properties to every one of them.  His name was Kepley.

MH:
That was on your…

DM:
…mother’s side. Her mother got some land.

MH:
So your mom grew up on a farm?

DM:
And that land is still in the hands of the family. They built beautiful homes, that arte still there.  Of course, they don’t look like they did when I was there.

MH:
When you were in Cedar, were you a city girl or did you like things like horseback riding?

DM:
I loved horses.  I didn’t have horses, but I rode them when I could.

MH:
Where would you go riding?

DM:
Well, you could go anywhere.  Cedar City was just a little place.

MH:
Just a little western town.  It is hard to imagine it that way because I know it as something else.

DM:
I can’t believe what has happened down there.  It never seemed to me that there was that much money there.  I look at those houses on the west bench and they are huge, just huge.

MH:
And now on the east bench. I think it is still the University that keeps it going.

DM:
I think that is one of the things that keeps it going so well.

MH:
There aren’t that many big shops, except Wal-Mart maybe.

DM:
I can’t believe that store went in a place like that.  It is bigger than the ones up here.

MH:
And it is packed.

DM:
It is so new and shiny.  That is where they had the racetrack.  My father and mother always went to the races.  They supported all these things.

MH:
The main part of Cedar was where?

DM:
Right on Main Street, but it wasn’t built up.  I think the first buildings were at Fourth or Fifth South.

MH:
Was the park established then?

DM:
Yes, it was there and there used to be a log cabin there.

MH:
I don’t think it is there any more.  That river runs just above the park.

DM:
That would flood all through there.

MH:
It would burst its banks?

DM:
It was right by the cemetery, it was just terrible.

MH:
And how often would that happen?

DM:
Not very often, but when it would our store basement was flooded several times.  We would rush down there and lift all the boxes up.

MH:
Where was your store?

DM:
It was on the west side of the street just above the bank, by Center Street, that goes to the college, and our store was just south of that.

MH:
Then the park really wasn’t so central then.  It was kind of on the edge?

DM:
Yes, it was on the edge.  They had a baseball diamond and by the knoll and that was the end of town on that end, just beyond the cemetery.

MH:
Now they have a State Park place, Iron Mountain.

DM:
I see that they have upgraded that.

MH:
So, that was the edge of town was then, by the cemetery?

DM:
Of course that wasn’t there then, that was where the train station was.  Did you ever hear of the Escalante Hotel?

MH:
No.

DM:
It is where that motel is as you come in on the Lund Highway, to Main Street, and the station was across the street.

MH:
So, is that where the Godfather’s Pizza shop is and that antique store is now?

DM:
Yes, that was the station. There is the portico there. They would come in on the train from Lund and the bus would pick them up there and if they would stay over night they would stay at the Escalante.  It was an absolutely elegant hotel. Talk about formal.  They had the towels on their arms, just beautiful.

MH:
Really?  And are there any remains?

DM:
I was just sick that they tore that down for that motel.

MH:
The Best Western?  What kind of building was it?

DM:
It was just gorgeous. I think looking back, that the rooms must have been very small. The rooms must have had bathrooms, but down the hall.  Downstairs in the dining room, the lobby, it was just beautiful.

MH:
Do you remember meeting or seeing any famous people?

DM:
Well, we would see the actors there.  Robert Preston stayed there.  They were doing “Union Pacific” there.

MH:
So, there were movies going on there?

DM:
Yes, and up on the Mountain, they did Elizabeth Taylor’s “National Velve”.  And some of the properties are still there, the storefronts they built for the movies.

MH:
Up on Cedar Mountain at the resort?

DM:
No, it was by Duck Creek. Clark Gable came in our store and bought some shaving things.  He was handsome. He was so cute with my mother.

MH:
I didn’t realize that Cedar City had movies going.

DM:
Well they didn’t stay in town but they would come down to shop.

MH:
Yes, they would also stay a bit in Kanab.

DM:
Yes, at the Perry Lodge.

MH:
That is exciting. 

DM:
I suppose that helped a little with the economy, I’m not sure.

MH:
During the war years, what happened in Cedar?

DM:
I was married by that time because we were involved [with the war].  We went to Panama.   I went later.  Wayland was at Thayer General Hospital in Nashville where they brought the Japanese prisoners back all emaciated, near death.  He was there for a couple of years. They thought the Japanese were trying to blow up the Canal and so they had a big installation down there.  We were down there for quite awhile.

MH:
What did you think about being down there?  What were some of the challenges?

DM:
Well, it was living in the tropics. Of course it rained.  You could set your clock by the rain each day.  We were all in the same boat so we were all just like a club.  I still correspond with a lot of the people I met there.

MH:
What about your girls?  Did they go to Panama with you?

DM:
Well Katherine was three, not quite three; I think she was two and four when we came back.

MH:
She probably doesn’t remember too much.

DM:
She does, it is surprising.  On Ancon Hill, looking out on the entire roofs of Panama City and the top of the mountain, and Gorgas Hospital, she remembers that. Famous old Gorgas Hospital.  We walked from our house to the hospital.

MH:
Was Panama a poor city then?

DM:
No, they had a French restaurant there, elegant, lovely shops, all summer clothes.  I remember we came back in April and I couldn’t get anything warm enough to wear home.

MH:
You moved back to Cedar.

DM:
No, we came back here.

MH:
Oh, to Salt Lake.

DM:
We had a terrible time finding a place here because there had been no building during the war.  We were looking up in Portland and places like that.  But my husband wanted to practice in Salt Lake.  He wanted to be on South Temple. 

MH:
Did that dream come true?

DM:
Yes, he was in the Boston Building for several years.  That was where all the doctors were, downtown.  Then he moved up to Moreau Hall on South Temple.

MH:
We were just commenting on the Boston Building the other day. So what kept you busy in Salt Lake.  You had your two girls…involved in school.

DM:
Medical Auxiliary, the women’s group. And very involved with the girls because we had piano lessons and swimming lessons and both were in the Nutcracker.

MH:
So, they were in ballet.

DM:
Yes, so we stayed busy.

MH:
You know, I think it would have been a great place to raise a family.

DM:
We think so.  I am sorry it has gotten so big, but you can’t stop progress. 

MH:
Was that in the fifties?

DM:
Jane was born in 1949, so she was in the Nutcracker through high school.  She was the little girl that danced around the circle.  She was in Girl Scouts, so she was busy with that.

MH:
So, you were a Girl Scout leader.

DM:
I was a Girl Scout Leader.  You had to be a Girl Scout leader to get your children into scouts.

MH:
Well, that is what they say, but somehow there is this group of people whose moms were never the Girl Scout leaders.

DM:
No, they didn’t want to do it but they wanted their girls in it.

MH:
Yes I know about scouts because both my boys were in scouts and I was also a leader.  

DM:
I was a Brownie leader first then went into Girl Scouts.

MH:
Did they have Girl Scouts and Brownies when you were growing up?

DM:
No, we had 4-H Club.  I was in the 4-H Club. 

MH:
What were your projects?

DM:
I still have a towel that I tried to hem.  I still have it.  She made me take it out several times. (Laughter) It wasn’t good enough. We framed pictures and that sort of thing.

MH:
Did you raise animals?

DM:
No, I didn’t.  I didn’t have a pig or a cow. (Laughter)

MH:
What about the County Fair?

DM:
Well we always went.

MH:
Well, where were the fair grounds?  In Cedar?

DM:
Would it have been in Cedar?

MH:
What county is it in?

DM:
Iron. I don’t remember the fair, but it was out there.

MH:
Oh, it is in Parowan.

DM:
It was, that was the county seat wasn’t it for years.

MH:
Is it still there?

DM:
I think they didn’t want to give it up.  I remember going up there for Gone With the Wind that went to Parowan before it came to Cedar City.  They had a theater.

MH:
What about Brianhead, would you go there?

DM:
Oh, yes, we always went there.  I skied, but I skied up Cedar Canyon, up at the park that the University owned.  I skied down that hill.  It was like barrel staves [as skis] in those days.  My husband skied.  He would cross-country ski.  There were cabins up there to stay in. They would ski from Navajo Lake.

MH:
What a great spot.  Now Navajo Lake is almost empty.

DM:
Isn’t that terrible.  It doesn’t look like it used to.  I always go back and say, “Well it isn’t like it used to be.”

MH:
Some people say that is all well and good, but I think it was nice the way it used to be sometimes.

DM:
That partition across the lake is actually dry.  It used to be full.  Sometimes you couldn’t even see that partition.

MH:
Tell me about Brianhead.  What kind of expeditions would you have?

DM:
We would climb up there to the look out.  And there is a lake below there that is a pretty little lake and always took a picture.  There is a road up there now, but it is just primitive.

MH:
You would have to clamber up.

DM:
We would.

MH:
Was there a ski area there then.

DM:
Now there is, but it is fairly recent.  

MH:
That was a pretty good hike! Would you do that with your friends or your family?

DM:
Well, instead of going to Brianhead we would go to Cedar Breaks.  They had a lovely lodge there.

MH:
They did?  They don’t any more do they?

DM:
Absolutely elegant food and view from the windows and they had cabins.  So when we came back from Panama and we thought,  “Oh,  it would be fun to go up to Cedar Breaks and stay overnight in the cabins.”   Katherine was just little so we took the baby carriage and she slept in that.  She was up off the floor and she was just freezing all night long, it was so cold.  We shouldn’t have done that.

MH:
That used to be a good getaway then.  They don’t have that lodge now.

DM:
Maybe it wasn’t making any money and they phased it out and tore it down. For us that remember it, it is too bad, because all they have is the visitor center now. You can go look over the edge and that is all.  The cabins are all gone.  They were log and really cute.

MH:
There was quite a bit of logging that went on up there.

DM:
I’m not sure.  Wasn’t that in the Park?

MH:
Oh, that is in the Monument. But there was some logging up there.  It was an industry.  Do you remember mills in Cedar?

DM:
Later, after I left, they had a mill right at the entrance to the canyon. They made some kind of wood insulation there.  That was all I remember of logging.

MH:
When was the last time you went up on the Mountain?

DM:
Oh, it was a couple of summers ago. Jane and I drove up and had a picnic.  We talked to the squirrels and birds.  We take our cats with us, so they enjoyed it.

MH:
You have had some really wonderful experiences.

DM:
I had a wonderful time growing up there though.  I was practically grown.  Cedar City was really a lovely place to be.

MH:
Were there other developments that occurred during your time there that were noteworthy?

DM:
Well, the busses.  People would have to get down in the bottom of the bus, because the road was really steep on that gravel road, and they were just terrified. Graham Perry was in charge of the busses.  He was a real businessman.

MH:
That must be the Perry from Perry Lodge?

DM:
I think they probably were related.

MH:
I think they were brothers; Whit was the brother.  He was over in Kanab, but they were both big entrepreneurs.

DM:
Yes, they were successful men. They had two boys.  One of them I taught in the school and he was really a bright kid, Robert Perry.  Very bright.

MH:
When did you give up teaching?

DM:
When I got married. Well, I was going to teach in St. Louis.  Coming from Berkeley, I thought I would have no problem.  When I got there they wanted me to go Washington University and take some more classes first.  And I didn’t think I wanted to do that.

MH:
Your husband passed away recently?

DM:
In 1997.

MH:
Is this the house that you built?

DM:
Yes.  We lived where my daughter lives now, at first.

MH:
It is a nice location.

DM:
I can see the mountain.  I can tell what the weather is going to be.  I like the mountains.  My husband always liked the mountains in Cedar City better.  He said they were friendlier, more trees.  These are granite.

MH:
True, it is much more rugged.

DM:
He really loved it down there.  We did go down a lot, because he had relatives there.  We would have family reunions.  We had cousins from Wales who came over and stayed with us.  We would take them around.  We took them to Yellowstone.  As a matter of fact we took them to Katherine’s graduation.  She was getting her Masters at Columbia University in New York.  We took them to her graduation. We flew.  Then she went to the University of Washington for her PhD.  She was all over the country.  So we went there to see her graduate there.  She liked Seattle.  She would have liked to stay there, but they don’t hire their own. It is a strange thing.  She went to Stanford and they don’t hire their own.  She went right out of high school to Stanford.  I wish sometimes she had stayed.  We have a good university here.  But she had her heart set on it.

MH:
Well, what did she get her degrees in?

DM:
Greek and Latin.

MH:
Wow, that is specialized.

DM:
She taught at Ohio State until she thought she was going to starve to death.  She didn’t get tenure…

Interview ends.

