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[bookmark: _GoBack]Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument Releases Draft Business Plan for Public Comment

	Kanab, Utah - The Bureau of Land Management’s Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument is seeking public comment on its Draft Business Plan to increase camping, day-use and group reservation picnic fees at Calf Creek Recreation Area and Deer Creek Campground.  The Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act authorizes BLM to collect recreational fees at sites and areas that meet specific criteria. The camping fee at Calf Creek Campground is currently set at $7.00 per campsite, per night.  A fee for reservation use of a large group picnic site is currently set at $35.00 per day.  A day-use fee of $2.00 per vehicle is also charged at Calf Creek. The camping fee for Deer Creek Campground is $4.00 per campsite per night.  Fees at both campgrounds have not been increased for more than 12 years and operational costs continue to rise.
	If the proposed fee increases are approved, fees at Calf Creek Campground would increase to $15.00 per campsite per night; $5 per vehicle for day-use; and $50.00 per day for reservation use of the group picnic site. At Deer Creek Campground, fees would increase to $10.00 per campsite per night.  An advance reservation system is also proposed for approximately five sites daily to be implemented in 2015-2017 that would be available for an additional $10.00 per reservation as a cost recovery fee.  Senior and Access Pass Holders will continue to receive a 50% discount on all camping fees. The change is proposed to begin on March 1, 2014.
	Calf Creek Recreation Area offers overnight visitors amenities including vault toilets, pit toilets, picnic tables, 13 designated campsites, paved roads and parking, shade shelters, campground host services, an interpretive trail , fire grills and culinary water.  The group picnic site associated with this campground offers advance reservation for use by up to 75 people and offers shade structures, large picnic tables, fire grills, paved access, nearby toilets and drinking water.  Deer Creek Campground has seven designated campsites with an access road, one vault toilet, picnic tables, and fire grills.  BLM also provides campground patrol by both law enforcement and recreation personnel.  The campgrounds routinely operate at 75-100% capacity beginning in the spring and continuing into the fall months. In addition to the two small developed campgrounds, the Monument continues to offer a wide range of dispersed roadside and backcountry camping opportunities, free of charge.
	The Draft Business Plan addresses campground operational and infrastructure needs in both campgrounds and will be available online at www.ut.blm.gov on November 1, 2013.  It is also available by request at the Escalante Interagency Visitor Center and at the Kanab Visitor Center. The Utah Recreation Resource Advisory Council will be meeting in January 2014 to consider the proposed fee increases.
	Comments may be mailed to Grand-Staircase-Escalante National Monument, Campground Business Plan Comment, 669 South Hwy 89A, Kanab, UT 84741, or emailed to landersongale@blm.gov  (please indicate “campground business plan comment” in the subject line).  Comments are due by December 6, 2013.

The BLM manages more than 245 million acres of public land, the most of any Federal agency.  This land, known as the National System of Public Lands, is primarily located in 12 Western states, including Alaska.  The BLM also administers 700 million acres of sub-surface mineral estate throughout the nation.  The BLM's multiple-use mission is to sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of the public lands for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations.  In Fiscal Year 2012, activities on public lands generated $4.6 billion in revenue, much of which was shared with the States where the activities occurred.  In addition, public lands contributed more than $112 billion to the U.S. economy and helped support more than 500,000 jobs. 
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