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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
Color Country District Office 


Richfield Field Office 

150 East 900 North 

Richfield, Utah 84701 
Telephone (435) 896-1500 

www.ut.blm.gov 

In Reply Refer To: 
2800 
UTU-87238 
UTCO20 

January 31, 2011 

Tamara Gertsch 
Realty Specialist
Bureau of Land Management
Wyoming State Office
5353 Yellowstone Road 
PO Box 1828 
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82003 

Dear Ms. Gertsch, 

This is in reply to EPG’s request regarding the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM), Richfield Field Office (RFO) compliance with the new
wilderness policy in the proposed Sigurd to Red Butte (SRB) 500kV
Transmission Line ADEIS 2. 

Two areas located north of Richfield and West of Sigurd, Sevier
County, Utah, are depicted on Map MV-15a of ADEIS 2, Volume II as
hatched areas and referenced as a Proposed Wilderness Area in the
legend of said map. 

The information provided by EPG, Justin Peterson’s e-mail dated
January 19, 2011, indicates the wilderness data was obtained from the
Wild Utah Project (2009). 

A review of our records, which includes the approved Richfield Field
Office (RFO) Resource Management Plan (RMP), indicates a re-inventory
document was completed in approximately April 2008, just prior to the
approval of the RFO RMP. This re-evaluation was done based on a 
wilderness proposal submitted by SUWA and Utah Wilderness Coalition
(UWC) which includes lands that roughly correspond to the locations
submitted by the Wild Utah Project (WUP) as being Units 3 and 4 of the
SUWA/UWC proposal. The Wilderness Character of the subject tracts of
public land was addressed and provides the following conclusion: 

The public lands in units 2, 3, and 4 lack wilderness characteristics
of naturalness to some degree, and have no opportunity for primitive
recreation to any significant degree. There is opportunity for 
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solitude since the use levels are so low. There are no supplemental
values. These land units do not present significant wilderness
characteristic values. Unit 1 is small and isolated from other lands 
and is not manageable as wilderness. 

The BLM acreage is contiguous to a Forest Service “roadless area”
designation in the existing Fishlake Forest Management Plan.
Established BLM practice with wilderness inventory has consistently
recognized other land management agency designations which have
officially “designated wilderness areas” or “administratively endorse
lands for wilderness management” when considering BLM managed land
units that are less than 5,000 acres in size. Other agency
designations which may be somewhat protective of environmental
resources such as wilderness characteristics but do not 
“administratively endorse lands for wilderness management” are not
considered as providing the same management practices that are
required for wilderness management. As part of the interdisciplinary
review BLM RFO contacted the Fishlake National Forest (FLNF) to
determine what the current management designation of the Forest lands
contiguous to the subject BLM managed lands. According to the Forest
Service, the area is currently not endorsed for wilderness in this
area. 

Since the FLNF has determined that the lands which lie within their 
management cannot be managed as wilderness, these small portions also
cannot be managed as wilderness. 

Further, the following public land rights-of-way and/or human
intrusions are located within and along the southwest side of EPG’s
two hatched tracts of public land which are located within T. 22 and
23 S., R. 2 W., SLM, and in the general vicinity of the proposed SRB
500kV transmission line alignment (See attached map): 

T. 22 S., R. 2 W., SLM 

Section 33: SL-063479 
U-57908 

Qwest Corp telephone line
FHWA Material Site 

U-59061 
U-033540C 

FHWA Richfield-Sigurd I-70 
PacifiCorp Richfield-Scipio 46kV Line 

T. 23 S., R. 2 W., SLM 

Section 5: SL-063479 
U-57909 

Qwest Corp telephone line
FHWA Material Site 

U-59061 
U-033540C 
U-081591 

FHWA Interstate Highway 70 
PacifiCorp Richfield-Scipio 46kV Line 
PacifiCorp 138kV Power Line 

Also, an isolated parcel of public land connects at the southwest
corner of the above described Section 5 and is described as the NE¼,
SE¼NW¼ of Section 7, T. 23 S., R. 2 W., SLM (200 acres). Intrusions 
located within this portion of Section 7 is an abandoned material site 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

that was previously used for material to construct I-70, the
Willowwood Turf Farm irrigation pipeline ROW UTU-80736, and a portion
of a shooting range that extends from private land that Richfield City
recently acquired from SITLA. Richfield City tentatively proposes to
purchase the remaining described public land in Section 7. 

In summary, the lands are less than 5,000 acres in size and are not
adjacent to Forest Service lands designated or endorsed as wilderness.
Further, the lands lack naturalness due to pre-existing and highly
visible intrusions (eg., material sites, roads, ROWs, etc.). Thus the 
lands lack wild character and are too small to administer as wild 
lands under the current policy. 

Sincerely, 

/s/ 

      Wayne A. Wetzel 
      Acting Field Office Manager 

Enclosure: 
Map 
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