BLM Nevada Tri-RAC Meeting Minutes

November 13-14, 2008
Gold Coast Casino
Las Vegas, Nevada

Day One - BLM Nevada Statewide Tri-RAC

In Attendance

Participants

Name Affiliation

Ron Wenker BLM — NV State Office, State Director

Amy Lueders BLM - NV State Office, Associate State Director

Doran Sanchez BLM - NV State Office, Chief of Communications

Gary Johnson BLM - NV State Office, Deputy State Director, Minerals

Mike Holbert BLM — NV State Office, Deputy State Director, Resources

Rochelle Ocava BLM — NV State Office, Public Affairs Specialist

Mary Jo Rugwell BLM — Southern NV District Office, District Manager

Olivia Sierra BLM — Southern NV District Office, Staff Assistant

Steve Tryon BLM - Southern NV District Office, Assistant Field Manager SNPLMA

Patrick Gubbins BLM — Carson City District Office, Acting District Manager

Mark Struble BLM - Carson City District Office, Public Affairs Specialist and
SFNW RAC Coordinator

John Ruhs BLM - Ely District Office, District Manager

Mike Herder BLM — Ely District Office, Associate District Manager

Stephanie Trujillo BLM - Ely District Office, Acting NEGB RAC Coordinator

Chris Hanefeld BLM - Ely District Office, Public Affairs Specialist and
MOSO RAC Coordinator

Ken Miller BLM - Elko District Office, District Manager

Gerald Smith BLM - Battle Mountain District Office, District Manager

Tom Seley BLM - Tonopah Field Office, Field Manager

Gene Seidlitz BLM — Winnemucca District Office, District Manager

John Gebhardt SFNW RAC - State Agency

Steve Siegel SFNW RAC - Energy/Minerals

William Molini SFNW RAC - Wildlife

Ernest Paine SFNW RAC - Federal Grazing

Craig Young SFNW RAC - Archaeology

Dennis Laybourn SFNW RAC - Energy/Minerals

Will Peterson SFNW RAC - Recreation

Lee Turner SFNW RAC - Environmental

Patricia Herzog SFNW RAC - Elected Official

Charles Matton SFNW RAC - Wild Horse & Burros




Julie Von Tobel Gleason

MOSO RAC - Wild Horse & Burros

Tim Carlson MOSO RAC - Energy/Minerals
Mauricia Baca MOSO RAC - Environment

Ed Higbee MOSO RAC - Federal Grazing
John Hiatt MOSO RAC - Wildlife

Elise McAllister

MOSO RAC — Recreation (Dispersed)

Greg Seymour

MOSO RAC - Archaeology

Doug Baker MOSO RAC - Transportation/ROW
Peter Starkweather MOSO RAC - Academic

Skip Canfield MOSO RAC - State Agency

Claire Toomey MOSO RAC - Permitted Recreation
Dave Gaskin NEGB RAC - State Agency

Vince Garcia NEGB RAC — Native American Tribes
Patsy Tomera NEGB RAC - Public at Large

Neal Frakes NEGB RAC - Environmental

Larry Barngrover NEGB RAC — Wildlife

Jeff White NEGB RAC - Energy/Minerals

John Winnepenninkx

NEGB RAC - Wild Horse & Burros

Sheri Eklund-Brown

NEGB RAC - Elected Official

Tom Connolly

NEGB RAC - Federal Grazing

Barry Perryman

NEGB RAC - Academic

Martin Burdick

NEGB RAC - Recreation (Dispersed)

Sharlet Berentsen

RAC Recreation Subcommittee — State Tourism

Doran reviewed the agenda for the meeting and turned the floor to Amy Lueders.
Amy welcomed the team and thanked them for participating in this meeting.

Thomas Fair Guest speaker, Nevada Energy
Hatice Gecol Guest speaker, Nevada Governor's Office
Mark Turner Public

Priorities for 2008 & 2009 were discussed:

2008 Priorities:
3 Tier implementation took place
0 We now have Field Managers managing geographically
0 This will allow us to provide better customer service

Ely RMP was signed

20009 Priorities
- We will look to be adaptable

Overriding principles include:

e Safety for our employees

e Enhancing and developing Partnerships

e Customer Service

e Continuing for new and better ways to do our business
Renewable Energy will continue to be a big focus in Nevada




- Sage Brush habitat

- Developing a Mohave ecosystem strategy

- Wild Horse and Burro program

- Focusing on signing Winnemucca RMP

- Creating a lasting legacy on the ground from SNPLMA projects

BLM Nevada Program Outlook for FY 2009 - Mike Holbert

Mike introduced and led this topic. The following items will be presented and discussed:

e Non-Renewable Programs
e lLands & Realty

e Wilderness

e Recreation

Renewable Programs

Lands and Realty

FY 2007 FY 2008
ROW Actions Taken 580 454
R&PP Permits 1834 7057
Acres sold or disposed of 6800 5390
Acres acquired (SNPLMA) 740 29041
FY 20009 Priorities

- Processing actions
- Renewable energy ROW
- Implementation of Special Legislation 2056545 acres

Wilderness Program

e 45 Wilderness areas
e 63 Wilderness study areas

FY09 priorities
- Monitor and patrol wilderness and WSA’s
- Process wilderness WSA violation cases
- Continue preparation of wilderness management plans for designated areas
- Complete restoration projects in Wilderness and WSA’s

Recreation Program

Special Recreation Permits

District Offices FY 2007 FY 2008
Carson City 50 40
Southern Nevada 46 55

Ely 37 30




OHV & Travel Management

Elko District is beginning a Round Inventory for Round 3 Revisions

Carson City is addressing Round designation and implementation in Sand Mountain
Ely RMP designated 11 million acres as limited

SNDO completed Rd designated 500 thousand acres

Battle Mountain signed ROD for Shoshone OHV area

Developed Recreation Sites

There are 8 fee sites
There are 14 developed sites that are fee-free

Benefits-based management is changing how we are doing our Recreation Planning

Planning

2008 Accomplishments:

Ely RMP ROD signed 8/20/08
Winnemucca Draft RMP to WO for review

Battle Mountain is gearing up for their RMP start tentatively in 2010
Carson City is next in line followed by Elko

*This schedule is pending based on WO budget funding

Grazing Permit/Lease Summary

The total number of permits by District Offices was displayed.

We are still processing permits underwriter language until March 6th. Administrative Procedures Act will
be utilized to allow Grazing to continue in the event Congress doesn’t allow us to use the Writer
language to process permits.

For the last 10 years the driver for us has been the expiration date of permits; we are trying to change
the driver to be a resource-based driver. This will allow us to align our efforts with our rangelands
resources.

We are still handling trespass monitoring and litigation

The Healthy Landscape Initiative addresses two areas:

Great Basin ecosystem
Mohave ecosystem



Wildlife

Sage Grouse 2008
- Significant effort in FY 2008 to identify sage-grouse related conservation measures
- Sage-grouse key habitat map (identification and coordination)
- thisis a great tool which allows for fire suppression
- Unclear as to when the Service will issue a finding

Sage Grouse 2009
- Continue to refine and update sage grouse key habitat map
- Review and update BLM Nevada sage grouse policy and direction
- Continue focus on protection and maintenance of key sage grouse habitats

Threatened and Endangered Species

- Primary T/E efforts have been focused toward the recovery of the:
- Desert Tortoise
- Lahontan Cutthroat Trout

The FWS has been working on a Desert Tortoise Recovery plan which the BLM will be involved in.

Q/A

- There was a request of an email containing this presentation. Doran will provide the team with a
copy of this presentation

- There was in inquiry whether there is a citation tracking database (Elise McAllister). Currently
there isn’t one to the best of our knowledge

- Q: Peter Starkweather — Criteria for Ranking Grazing permits?

- A: Mike Holbert - The BLM utilizes the “MIC” (Maintain, Improve, and Custodial) — The “I” will
receive priority. The limiting factors for processing permits would include: Staff available to
process permits, meeting of standards, litigation. Another aspect to consider is that early in the
process, the BLM had to work on standardizing the process; this took a bit of time, but it has
already been addressed.

-Comment: Elise McAllister - thanked the BLM for sending out Wilderness maps out to the hunters

BLM Nevada Minerals Program

Gary Johnson, Deputy State Director for Minerals introduced and led this topic. Gary further provided
his contact information for future inquiries.
Items to be discussed:

- Solid Minerals

- Fluid Minerals



Solid Minerals

Locatables

Saleables

Leasables

Abandoned Mine Lands
e Hazardous Materials

In NV we have the largest locatable and saleable program in the Bureau.

Since the Gold Rush 50,000 holes have been identified in the ground.

In 2008 we had a million dollars appropriated and spent on the abandoned mine land projects
(described).

The abandoned mine land program addresses the 50,000 holes. These abandoned lands create a safety
issue. This program addresses closing the holes for human entry while allowing and entrance-exit for
bats.

Mining Law was addressed and explained. Nevada is the 5t largest gold producer in the world.
Patenting process in the locatables was explained. We are down to 3 patents.
There are 26 types of minerals in the locatable program.
Mineral prices:
e Gold-S$754/0z

e Silver $10/0z
e Copper$1.72/lb

2007 Production

e Gold-6,037,000 0z
e Silver — 8,430,000 oz
e Copper 143,000,000 lbs

Major Mines in Nevada

- There are 10,000 people directly involved in mining in Nevada
- We have been working on a mine map, which has been recently updated and is available at the
District Offices

Winnemucca
e Ashdown Mine
e Marigold Mine
e Turquoise Ridge Joint Venture
e Twin Creeks Mine
e Coeur Rochester Mine
e Florida Canyon Mine



Battle Mountain District has experienced an increase in the geothermal growth
e Ruby Hills Mine
e Phoenix Project
e Cortez Mines
e Smoky Valley Common Operations

e Betze post mine

e Eastern NV operation —includes Carlin, Gold Quarry & Leeville Mines
o Meikle mine

e Midas mine

Ely
Robinson Mine

Las Vegas
e large Heap leach gold mines
e High Validity issues

Saleable Program — Las Vegas — Largest in the Bureau with 85% production

The way the locatable program operates is:
e 5 acres or less, fall under a Notice; anything over, fall under a plan of operations.

Most of the mining operations fall under an EIS.

Bonding

Over $1,000,000,000 held in bonds for final reclamation.

Reclamation cost estimates

RCE Computer Models
e Nevada computer model SRCE
e National Computer Model SHERPA

Adjudication

The NV staff for adjudication is outstanding. We have right now 211 active claims processed by a staff of
5-6 people.
The adjudication programs includes processing, amendments, amongst other things.

Sustainable Development
e Partnerships
e Develop sustainable development principles
e Determine post mining usage



Fluid Minerals

Oil and Gas

Q/A

Since 1954 (first oil well in Nevada) — Nevada produced 50 million barrels of oil
Last year, Nevada leased more lands for oil and gas than Arizona and New Mexico

Prevent unnecessary or undue degradation
Streamline permitting processes
Keep up with large workloads

Q: John Hiatt — How do you keep track of what goes out of saleable pits? How is the BLM thinking of
Reclamation to prevent ground drain in Nevada by pit lakes?

A: Gary — By production verification.

A: David - It is carefully accounted by NEPA, water usage is accounted for by the State Engineer. The
dewatering rate for pits is much higher; the long term evaporation is much lower.

A: Gary — we have set a long-term trust for water regulation

Comment — Patsy Tomera — Reclamation in Elko is outstanding...Thank You.

Break

Ron Wenker, Nevada State Director introduced himself to the team. Ron further welcomed the team
once again and reiterated on items discussed by Amy Lueders earlier in the meeting:

The RMP documents are costing the BLM more than anticipated. The Elko RMP and Battle Mtn
RMP will be pushed in 2010

DOE has finalized their EIS and ROD on Yucca Mtn. Rail line; this project will be coming to the
forefront to the BLM on processing ROW application

SNWA application for water distribution system coming out as a draft document in Spring 2009
State Engineer has scheduled hearing for Snake Valley

In the process of finalizing the Lincoln County water pipeline

There are several coal plants in different levels of completion

White Pine Legislation — Final ROD

Ely energy center proposed by formerly Sierra Pacific, will be coming out with EIS in December

In Winter will be finalizing energy project in Southern Lincoln County



e Ruby pipeline — gas transmission line coming from Wyoming, across Utah and northern NV. We
are in the process for developing draft EIS

e Several minesin different levels of expansion

Nevada Special Legislation (SNPLMA Round 10 Nomination Package) -
Program Status

Led and presented by Michael Holbert, Deputy State Director — Natural Resources, Lands & Planning
SNPLMA, White Pine County and Lincoln County conform the “special legislation” of Nevada

e There are 74,000 acres of public land
e 12,568 reserved for R&PP, Affordable Housing Conservation Transfer Area
e 26,934 acres remaining for disposal

Disposal and acquisition of land through SNPLMA in Nevada as of September 30, 2008

e 34,500 — Acres conveyed

e 84,000 — Terminated acquisitions

e 50,000 — Purchased federal land

e 25,000 — Approved but not complete

PEV (Preliminary Estimate of Value) is used to determine Property Value. This process has been
instituted to help eliminate and/or reduce the number of terminated acquisitions.

Authorized Expenditure
Categories:

Local Government PTNA

Clark County MSHCP Development and implementation
Acquisition

Restoration Projects under the Lake Tahoe Restoration Act
e Capital Improvements

e Conservation Initiatives

e Hazardous Fuels Reduction and Treatments

e Eastern NV Landscape Restoration project

There have been a total of 9 Rounds (Round 10 was just signed by the Secretary of the Interior)

Total number of projects:

e Completed ............. 166
e InProcess .............. 683
e Terminated ............ 80



Improved program Accountability

- Managers are treating SNPLMA as a program of work and not simply a bank

- Auditors have insisted on improved control measures

- The Secretary of Interior now requires Work Plans and quarterly reporting against these plans
- BLM now requires site visits to provide info on project progress and spending

- BLMis improving its annual reporting to Congress

SAR (Special Account Reserves) assists on emergency situations and in the event a project estimate
takes longer than expected causing an increase of construction costs for example

$2.6 billion dollars have been approved for funding since the passing of legislation

In Round 9, the Secretary of the Interior approved $140 million in expenditures including $96 million
dollars for projects, a $30 million set aside for future Lake Tahoe projects and $14 million of the SAR

Revenue projections from FY08

Between 2002 and 2005 there was a high interest in land sales; due to our current economy, there has
been a decrease in activity from 2006 to the present.

Round 10 has a $50 million potential, pending land sales. Rounds 11 and 12 have a $20 million potential
due to our current economy.

Land auction trends demonstrate a decrease of land offered vs. land sold.

Round 10

- Project funding available for Round 10 - $50 million (projected)
- Summary of project nominations received (140 projects) requesting 149 million dollars
- Schedule:
= QOctober 31, 08 — Nomination period ended
= January 2009 — Subgroups reviewed and ranked nominations
*  Feb26™ & 27" 2009 - Partners working group develops preliminary recommendation
= March 23 — May 09 — Public comment period / RAC meetings
=  May 14™ & 15™ 09 — Executive committee develops final recommendation
= August 2009 — Secretary of the Interior approves Round 10

Q/A

Q: Does the BLM have authority to put a hold on the sale pending economy?

A: Mike — This has not been discussed by the Executive Committee

A: Ron — We do not have a set number of sales we have to have each year. We have a joint selection of
parcels that need to be put up for sale; this is done in conjunction with the counties.

Q: Capital Improvements funding available...does it go to all entities?
A: Mike — FWS has a couple of structures, NPS also has structures up in Lake Mead, FHA also has some
projects



Comment — Complemented SNPLMA for completion of projects.

Q: Can there be money saved for maintenance?

A: Operations and maintenance has not been approved under SNPLMA,; this is more of a commitment
with local entities

Q: How closely does the BLM work with local governments on potential land selections?
A: Very closely

Q: Very good presentation. Please email presentation to the group
A: All presentations will be email and become available to the group

Q: Taxes collected on property by local entities

Q: Any chance of expanding the SNPLMA program to the rest of Nevada?

A: There are aspects of SNPLMA that are statewide such as acquisitions. The Lincoln County and White
Pine County are opening up the aspects to the rest of Nevada

A: There are very few activities of the BLM where revenues come back to the place of origin. SNPLMA is
one example of this.

Comment: Lands going public vs. lands going private. There is a tax loss associated in the rural counties
due to lands going public.

Q: Timeline...are dates pretty much engrained?
A: Yes.

Comments: John Hiatt — Curve representing land sales mirror house sales — There is much land that has
been sold that has not been developed and will not be developed due to our current economy

Q: Patsy Tomera - $30 million allocation to Lake Tahoe

A: There was a legislation requiring $300 million dollars set aside for Lake Tahoe restoration.

A: This was an amendment to SNPLMA. The idea was to put this money into Lake Tahoe’s environmental
program.

Comment: John Hiatt — During Clinton’s administration, Lake Tahoe was named a National treasure,
John Ensign pushed the legislation to go forward

Q: Elise McAllister — Land Acquired, can it only be owned by the four leading agencies?
A: Yes

Q: Warm Springs Ranch acquisition — what category did it go under?
A: Was part of PTNA acquisition program

Comment: Patrick Gubbins — some acquisitions are under Environmental Easements

Lincoln County Land Act and Lincoln County Development Act

We have obligated $6.5 million dollars



Areas were money have been spent from this act:

Lincoln County Archeology Initiative
Meadow Valley Mountains Act
Lincoln County MSHCP Development
BLM operating Costs

Conservation Recreation and Development Act

Silver State OHV Trail

=  SNPLMA pre proposal planning funding approved in 2007 for development of the
management area

Water Study

= Completed by USGS in 2007

Lincoln County and White Pine County Act

BLM Ely RMP Completed in August 2008

Identifies acres for disposal pursuant to both acts

Carson City Vital Community Act

Q/A

Introduced to Congress on July 31, 2008

Transfers lands between the FS and Carson City to consolidate ownership and improve
management

Provides approx 1700 acres of BLM land for Carson City recreation and public purposes
Conveys almost 300 acres of BLM and FS land to the Washoe Tribe

Q: Have any other disposal lands gone back to SNPLMA account?
A: Not to the best of our knowledge

Doran introduced Steve Tryon, Assistant Field Manager of the SNPLMA — Steve and his staff have done
an extraordinary job running this program.

---- The three RACs will convene individually for lunch ----

Lunch

Renewable Energy

Doran introduced guest speakers:

e Thomas Fair, NV Energy
e Dr. Hatice Gecol, Nevada Governor’s office



Developing Nevada’s Renewable Energy Resources - Led and presented by Dr. Gecol

Energy Concern:

e Availability
e Reliability
e Cost

e Environmental impact

America:
e largest consumer
e Largestimporter
e largest producer

Last 25 yrs the work energy demand increased 60%
80% of the world’s population is projected to live in underdeveloped countries

Needs:

e Better energy efficiency
e Global solution for energy source

Nevada’s Facts

e Growing state

e 2 climate zones

e No coal, no natural gas, almost no oil, no nuclear

Purchase 54% of electricity from other states

86% of our lands are managed by federal agencies

Renewable Resources

Proactive elected officials, businesses and citizens
0 Mandates
0 Incentives ( business and renewable energy tax incentives, green bldg tax abatement)
0 Governor’s Executive orders (renewable energy development)
0 Local policies

Renewable Energy Development

e Demand
e Supply
O Resources
0 Affordable
= Efficient and cost effective technology — capital cost
= |ncentives (federal and state) — capital and operational cost
0 Delivery
= Infrastructure (transmission)
=  Timely (permitting)



Geothermal Resources in the US and Nevada could be found at
http://www1.eere.energy.gov/geothermal/geomap.html
http://www.unr.edu

NV Geothermal competitive sale results

2007 Lease Sale 2008 Lease sale
122,850 acres 105,211.540 acres
43 parcel 35 parcel

$11.7 M $28.2 M

Solar Resource for concentrating and flat-plate collectors in the us and NV map was presented
e 78 ROW applications with BLM 600,000 acres
Wind resource in the US and Nevada map was presented

Biomass resources available in the US map was presented

Governor challenges
e Better education
e Energy independency renewable energy development
e Education

Renewable Energy Resource Development Challenges for the Governor
e Permitting (federal, state and local)
e Transmission (state and regional)
e longterm incentives (federal and state)

Governor’s Energy Executive Orders
1. Streamlining the permitting processes for renewable energy projects
2. Created the Nevada Climate Change Advisory Committee (April 2007)
3. Created the Renewable Energy Transmission Access Advisory Committee (RETAAC)

RETAAC Commiittee

Created 7 subgroups involving 46 additional contributors

Recommendations:
e There are Renewable Energy Zones (REZ) that have enough resource density to require
transmission lines and collector systems
e The collector systems should be located, where feasible, within 25 miles of sites within zones

Transmission map showing REZs & collector lines was presented
e 6 geothermal zones
e 4 solar zones
e 12 wind zones



e 4 biomass zones
e 13 needed inter-connections

Six study groups were created:
a) Develop update capacity
b) Define Environmental and Land Use ROW Feasibility
c) Evaluate non-rate based financing mechanism
d) Develop overall feasibility criteria to justify investment
e) Export potential

Renewables: An integral part of our Energy Future

Led and presented by Thomas Fair, Executive Renewable Energy.

e Renewable energy is tied to the land
e Transmission capability is vital to consumers

NV Energy at a glance
e Serves Nevada, Lake Tahoe area of California
e 1.2 million electric customers
e 54,500 square miles
e 149,000 gas customers
e 7,609 MW consolidated peak in 2007

Key Goals
e Provide customers with clean, safe reliable energy at predictable prices

Strategy
e Expand renewable energy initiatives
e Add new generation using clean cutting edge technologies

Nevada is one of the first 3 states to adopt standards
o 20% of kWH sales by 2015
0 1% solar
0 Up to % from energy efficiency

Renewable Resources in Nevada
e Solar
e Geothermal
0 Purchases began in 1986
e Wind

Current portfolio of 36 projects
6 new projects

e 8 geothermal projects
e 2 of the US’s largest solar plants now in S NV



Plan to add 200 to 400 MW of wind
Portfolio to real 1,000 MW by 2012

Mojave Desert

- Nevadais a leader in solar power per capital
- Solar technologies improving

- Cost per kWH is relatively high but declining
- Solar Development in Nevada

Requires large amounts of flat lands

Many applications in BLM’s queue in Southern NV and more in Southern CA
Some sites may overlap or not be feasible for environmental reasons

NV energy has a site near Las Vegas

Use of abundant Resources: Nevada Solar One - Nevada has become a Mecca in this area

Plant can produce electricity through peak load hours, or be used to firm up output when clouds pass

over

Geothermal Partnerships

Nevada is a leader in geothermal energy
Contracts for close to 500 MW
NV Energy Partnering with Ormat

Wind Energy

Proposed joint development
Joined with RES Americas

China Mountain in NE Nevada
200 MW

Other Projects in planning stages

Wind Resource

Resource not comparable to Great Plains, but adequate
We are working on projects that would add 400 MW of wind
Intermittent energy
Sitting issues:
o Difficult terrain
0 Species of concern
0 Military use of airspace
Exploration for this resource is costly

Transmission Study requests

1,900 MW wind, scattered throughout the State
Solar in Southern Nevada

Solar per California RETI Draft Report

Solar projects in Southern NV
18,000 MW projects applied for



Planning new transmission
e PUCN approved undertaking sitting of over 500 miles of new back bone transmission
O Facilitates greater development of renewable energy
0 Reduces the distance for renewable generation ties
0 Individual projects will be built-out as indicated by generation project activity

Q/A

Q: Sheree — What percentage does coal play in portfolio?
A: Thomas - small percentage about 20% or less
A: would like to have more diversity in our supply

Q: Who would own transmission lines?
A: There have been many suggestions including third parties, my company currently runs transmission
lines and most likely will continue

Q: Patsy Tomera — China Mountain progress?
A: Working with BLM on the permitting of the process

Q: Impact in public lands — Solar panels on roof tops?
A: Small renewables have a small play — small projects do tend to be more expensive, that’s the trade-
off

Q: Comment on November 10 Renewable Energy Summit
A: Received very good response covering all technologies, we will be assessing to select the best
proposals to move forward. This is a process that will take 6 months to a year

Q: John Hiatt — Competing technologies, no effort to get demonstrating projects to provide for better
rational decisions.

A: There currently are some projects being built in Spain. We want to see all technologies built at some
scale so we can see them work and ensure the energy will be there when we contract with them

Q: John Hiatt — Nexus between water utilization and power generation was not discussed

A: Not all technologies require water. Thermal power plants require the cooling off of the plant itself, it
is important but it is not necessary with all technologies

A: Mike Holbert - We have at least 77 solar applications pending. Some of those have been asked to put
their application on hold as they were not aware of the water situation.

Q: Patsy Tomera - If Sage Grouse is listed, will this shut down all proposed projects?
A: Mike — It will certainly have a major impact. Mitigation will then come to play. Some projects will
definitely be not allowed, some will

Gary Johnson final thoughts:
e There is a potential for at least 10 power plants
o If we cannot permit rapidly enough, there will not be any power plants
e Significant impacts with leasing
e NEPA needs to be down prior to the drilling of test wells for oil and gas
e We have more lands that we need to make available for these projects



e Royalty distribution is very important
e 9 power plants in Nevada currently
e 2 new power plants are anticipated
0 Blue Mountain project
0 Salt Wells Project
e The BLM permitting process was discussed recently at a summit in Reno by BLM officials
0 MOU was created; it stated once the lands are leased, the companies are encouraged to
contact the BLM to discuss plans
0 The weakest link in the chain was identified as the NEPA process
In 2007 we offered up more land than any other BLM office

Mike Holbert final thoughts:
e From BLM'’s standpoint we need to prepare for the increasing workload these projects will bring
e The BLM is preparing with renewable energy teams located at the District Offices levels
e There are some skills in the District Office level available; however we need to understand these
people have other responsibilities
e We are in the process of establishing an organization capable of handling the workload

Q/A

Q: Lacking of Land Stewardship — We need to have advocacy on this aspect to have a more balanced
discussion and perspective.

A: The BLM is going to take lead in advocacy; within our program we have a complete staff protecting
the resources.

A: All of the streamline process achieved has been done to honor the NEPA process

Tim Carlson — Commended the BLM on its process for approving applications — The process is very
thorough and is very time and labor-intensive. This process allows for assurance - done right and
correct.

Ron Wenker — One reason you are not hearing discussion on pros and cons for wind and solar is because
we are in the beginning phases of developing this type of energy. It’s a little early to figure out what the
critics would say. The BLM will need to figure out how to develop solar in a manner that is compatible
with the Desert Tortoise as well as potential water use. Geothermal has a longer history of development
within this state with a lot fewer issues.

Mauricia Baca — The Nature Conservancy is still in the beginning stages of assessing the impacts of all
renewable energy technologies. We need to understand all aspects of these technologies and have the
best information available possible before we are able to make educated criticism.

Elise McAllister — The place in the So. Nevada where the Desert Tortoise habitat is located is where
people end up recreating. People are being “squeezed” into smaller and smaller places to recreate.
Appreciates all the work done to juggle all these aspects

Q: How do you deal with the confidentiality tied to projects — does it make it more difficult for the BLM?
A: Mike - The NEPA process is a very open process my experience is once we get to the NEPA stage and
are ready to make a project public, most of the information is publicly available.



$50,000 dollars were requested if the application is used for staff to develop EA or EIS. This is a cost-
reimbursable.

Neil Frakes — Are dry lake beds suitable for renewable projects?
Tom —flat lands, not surrounded by trees...might be. There is however much criteria that needs to be
met.

The presentations will be available to the rest of the team.

Wild Horse & Burro Program Update (within the State of Nevada) -
Presentation led by Mike Holbert

HMA (Herd Management Areas)

No. HMAs 102 84
Public Land Acres 15.8 million 14.2

Herd Area Status — Areas not to be managed by wild horses and burros

Over the next course of the years to come we are working with Ely and the WO to remove WH&B from
the Herd Areas described above

Population Statistics

Pop. Estimate 12,995 16,143 18,800 approx
AML 13,485 13,098 12,618

% OF NV HMA:s at 83 72 35

/below AML

We did not census the animals as frequently as possible to obtain a more accurate number.
A census is required 12-18 months prior to going into a gather
A secondary census is required a year after the gather

We are working with Wyoming and GSA to make our census system more effective
There is a tendency of missing 1 out of 4 animals.

2008 Gathers
e 2361 planned animals
e 3851 actual number of gathered animals

Fire Emergencies
e New Pass-Ravenswood
e Augusta Mountains
e S.Shoshone



Drought Impact
e Antelope/Ant. Valley
e Roberts/Whistler
e NWHR
e North Stillwater
e Foxand Lake
e (Caliente

HMA Monitoring, Census and Adoption Compliance

Item 2006 2007
Feed Days 675,207 755,985
HMAs Monitored 70 47
HMAs Censused 43 47

Nevada Wild Horse Range Herd Management Area Plan

300-500 animals

e 240-400 breeding animals
e Balance of herd non-breeding
e Reconstruct existing water
0 Five water sources
0 Began to deplete due to lack of maintenance
O This issue has been addressed and controlled
Adoption
Item 2005 2006 2007
No. Adopted 198 290 270
No. Events 9 6 6
Results:

e Wild Horse and Burro Shows (Reno and LV)
2007-08 Extreme Mustang Makeovers
2008 Midwest and Western States Challenges
Mission 007: yearling challenge
Trainer Incentive Program
0 Mustang Nation — Virtual Adoption Program
e  Prison Training Program (Carson City Correctional Facility)
e Volunteers (Palomino Valley ) gentling program

O O O0OOo

e  Girl Scouts (Sierra Nevada) Patch program to learn about Wild Horses

e Assistance Programs (National Wild Horse Association)
e US Marine Corps have used gentled Mustangs

2008

766,206
49

41

2008
164



FY 2009 Gathers that need to happen:
e (Callaghan
e Bad Mountain
e Rocky Hills
e Buffalo Hills
e (Calico Mountain

Priorities for summer 2009 include:
e Tobin Range
e Owyhee, L. Owyhee
e Snowstorms Mountain

***Available funding for 2009 for gathers will be decreasing

Fertility Control

e Porcine Zona Pellucida (PZP)
O One yearvaccine
0 Two year vaccine

e Unapproved and not available commercially
e 3-4 year vaccine research ongoing

Inquired on the RAC's interest of taking a field tour of the HMAs to assist in the understanding of the
current situation

- Please email Mike if you are interested in this proposal

If we are unable to obtain any money for gathers, we need to identify a new strategy which small groups
are currently viewing.

We are developing a strategy that will take us to AML as quickly as possible.

Q/A

Q: Chuck (Sierra RAC) Recommendations: Keep horses on the Range — treat all mares during gathers,
before the vaccine becomes no longer effective, re-gather and inoculate again. Since these animals are

on the range, their lifespan is shorter (20-25 years).

Mike — Small groups are already visiting these options; will take these recommendations back to the
groups to revisit.

Mike — We currently are using the direct count method when we inventory or census our animals
Lee Turner — Emergency gathers — is BLM legally mandated to do these?

Mike — We are responsible for the healthcare and liability of the animals under the Wild Horse and Burro
act. If the HMA burns over 50%, the animals don’t have any place to migrate, that’s were BLM comes in.



Q: Drought livestock Permit tees
A: There have been circumstances were we have removed livestock grazing; however, most of them
have been voluntary

Q: In regards to census, the eighteen thousand refer to horses inside HMA or outside HMA as well?
Mike — it reflects both

Q: How do you see a subgroup from the RAC interfacing with the National Wild Horse Advisory Board?
A: This board focuses on a National Level on WH&B issues. The group resulting from the RAC focuses on
Nevada issues

John Hiatt — Currently the WH&B is causing much controversy and dissatisfaction across the board. We
need to identify a true and real way to control the reproduction of these animals or find a place for
them to migrate.

Ron — We’ve had our share of challenges with this program. We haven’t always obtained the money
we've requested. We have successfully adopted out over 230,000 animals with this program. We are left
with 30,000 in holding facilities; this issue needs to be looked at. Our dilemma has been even though we
have been very successful with the adoption program, it has not been enough. Monday, we will have the
National Wild Horse Advisory Board meet with WH advocacy groups to discuss these issues.

Garcia — Domestic Dumping — Horse owners that no longer want or can afford them dump these animals
on the range. How does the BLM address this?

Mike — Nevada State of Agriculture takes over if the owner doesn’t reclaim it — the owner will be
charged with abandonment

Patsy Tomera - $26 million dollars are needed to take care of the animals, how much does Nevada ask
for?

Mike — In Nevada we get benefits because for instance the Palomino Valley is paid for by nationally.
Unable to provide exact numbers at the moment.

Ron — The amount of money we get is going to vary year by year. Last year Nevada received most of the
money due to the emergency gathers it had to do; this year is not looking so great.

Patsy Tomera — Have there been any trees planted in Palomino Valley for the horses?
Mike — not recently

Patsy Tomera — There are not very HMAs that have cattle running with them.
Recommendation: there is no reason not to have these horses in US Parks / National Forest; they would
aid in preventing fires by eating the grass.

Ron — The only HMA that we have that doesn’t have permitted livestock is at Nellis. The rest do have
livestock permitted.



Public Comment

e No public comments at this time

The individual RAC groups will reconvene tomorrow morning from 7:30 — 11:30 to elect its officials. The
three RACs will reconvene at 11:30 to present recommendations.

Day Two

Sierra Front- Northwestern Great Basin RAC (SFNW RAC)

Chair — John Gebhardt
Vice Chair — Patty Herzog

April 29-30 (Winnemucca)
Winnemucca RMP — Draft Review
Round 10 — SNPLMA — Public Comment
Burning Man event monitoring
Subcommittee WH&B reports

July 22-23 (Carson City / Reno)
e New Comstock Wind Energy Project — Field Tour
e Review of other wind & geothermal projects
e Washoe County Wind ordinance
e Truckee River Restoration Projects (102 Ranch, etc)
e American Flat / V&T railroad issues

Northeastern Great Basin RAC (NEGB RAC)

2009 Work Plan
e Resource Management Plan
0 Ely Implementation
0 Battle Mountain Pre-Planning
e SNPLMA Round 10
e Wild Horses & Burro
e Greater Sage-Grouse
e Healthy Landscape Initiative

e Tribal engagement
e Mining
e OHV

e (California Trail
e @Grazing — Permitting Process
e Renewable Energy



2009 Meeting
1. February 5" (Ely)

a. Ely RMP Implementation Plan
b. Tribal engagement
c. Wild Horse & Burro
d. Renewable Energy — Wind Projects
2. April 9" (Battle Mountain)
a. Battle Mountain RMP
b. SNPLMA Round 10 — Rock Creek
c. Mining — Phoenix Mine Tour
3. June 17" — 18" (Eureka)
a. Grazing — Permitting Process
b. Healthy Landscapes — Field Tour
i. Greater Sage-grouse
ii. Landscape projects
4. November — (Elko) Tri-RAC
- California Trail Center

Assignments
e Chair — Vince Garcia

e Vice Chair — Jeff White

Wild Horse & Burro
0 Recommend TRI-RAC Subgroup
e John Winnepenninkx
e Tom Connolly
e Barry Perryman

e Martin Burdick

e larry Barngrover

e Sheri Eklund-Brown
e Jeff White

Mojave-Southern Great Basin RAC (MOSO RAC)
Chair — John Hiatt
3 meetings scheduled

February 5" and 6™ in Pahrump

e Renewable Energy (70 apps for Solar Sites in Nevada); A subgroup is being set up to discuss this

e CTA-Several thousand acres in the Las Vegas Wash — one of the best paleontological sites in
the country

e SNPLMA Round 10 projects

e OHVlIssues

e Increasing conflicts in Southern Nevada — conflicts with planned uses of land and venues were
OHV races are being held



e Implementation issues dealing Ely RMP

April 24" in Caliente
e Travel Management Plan and designate alternate roads and trails to be used by Ely

June 25" and 26" in Tonopah
e Ash Springs Rec Area Management Plan
e Renewable Energy

Next annual Tri-RAC meeting is scheduled in Elko (meeting to be scheduled the 2" or 3" week in
November).

Doran will send out an email to obtain best availability.

Doran thanked the team for attendance and participation. Thanked Rochelle for putting together the
meeting. He further thanked the PAOs for their assistance and participation.

Ron voiced his appreciation for everyone’s activity in the RAC. He acknowledged the tremendous work
that goes behind this important task. It is an invaluable task for the BLM.

Renewable Energy topic will be front and center for the BLM. Some of the topics such as OHV have been
latent for some time now; some issues don’t have an easy answer or solution such as the WH&B topic.
As a reminder, he will be attending the National Wild Horse conference in Reno at the Silver Legacy this
coming Monday.

Meeting Adjourned at 11:25 a.m.

The Tri-RAC meeting minutes have been reviewed and approved by Doran Sanchez, BLM Nevada State
Office, Chief of Communications.



