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DEAN HELLER COMMITTEES
NEVADA ENERGY AND NATURAL RESQURCES

(202} 224-6:244

COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

United States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20610 URBAN AFFAIRS
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING

July 22,2014 VETERANS' AFFAIRS

Mrs. Jeanne Nations
HC 33 Box 33858
Ely, NV 89301-9412

Dear Mrs. Nations:

Thank you for contacting me to express your thoughts regarding the Bureau of Land Management’s
{BLM’s} management of Nevada’s wild burres | appreciate you chasing your thoughts and welcome the
opportunity to respond.

As a lifelong Nevadan and outdoorsman, I understand your concerns related to recent reports that the
BLM has been involved in discussions with the charitable organization Heifer International to explore the
feasibility of a pilot program to relocate some wild burros from the U.S. to assist poor communities and small
scale farmers in other countries. You may be interested to know that | have contacted the BLM about this
proposal, and currently there is no federal program or plen to transport any wild burros to Guatemala or any other
country Like you, I believe there is no excuse for inhumane treatment of these animals and believe we must
always take a bolanced approach when it comes to managing the animals under our charge.

As you may know, Nevada is home to morc than half of the nation's wild horse and burro populations.
These animals, although majestic and beautiful, can quickly overpopulate an area, and because of their long life
spans, can double in population in as few as four years. Overpopulation can lead to severe harm to both the health
of the rangeland and the wildlife found there. The National Wild Horse and Burro Center facility, located about
20 miles north of Reno in Palomino Valley, Nevada, is currently operating near full-capacity.

That said, I recognize that there are alternatives to wild horse and burro gathers, such as fertility control.
In conversations with the BLM, I have urged them ta look at all of these potential cost effective solutions when
determining the most efficient and humane way to manage Nevada’s wild burros. Because Nevada's land is
approximately 85 percent federally managed, I am deeply interested in how the BLM conducts wild horse and
burro gathers, how the populations are managed, and whether the range conditions can support the wildlife
populstions.

Clearly, Congress must take a careful look at this issue in light of our responsibility to be good stewards
of animals and the land. As a member of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee, which has some
oversight authority over the BLM, rest assured I will continue to keep a close watch on the BLM’s burro
management programs and will continue to advocate for reasonable management of Nevada’s wild horse and
burro populations.

Again, thank you for contacting me to share your thoughts. Please continue keeping me informed of the
issues that matter to you.

Sincerely,

.

DEAN HELLER
U.S. Senator
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MARCH 4, 2013

Is PZP Safe? Immunocontraceptive
Vaccines and Their Regulation

Porcine zona pellucida is reviewsd to determine effects of drug

In 2012, EPA formally registered the PZP PZP has significantly reduced white-tailed
vaccine for use as a contraceptive in wild deer populations at Fripp Island, South
horses and burros. Kayla Grams/The HSUS Carolina. Allen Rutberg/Tufts

The zona pellucida (PZP) immunocontraceptive vaccine has been studied for more than 30 years, and its
effects are well known. Thousands of PZP vaccinations have been delivered to wild horses and deer by The
HSUS' research team and its many university and government collaborators. Hundreds of z0o animals have
received the vaccine, too.

As a naturally occurring protein, PZP is biodegradable and does not pass through the food chain. in deer and
wild horses, the best studied species, the contraceptive effects of PZP are reversible even after several
consecutive years of treatment (in horses, up to at least five years). PZP vaccination has no effact on ongoing
pregnancies, and the offspring of treated females survive and reproduce as well as the offspring of untreated
females.

The side effects of PZP are very limited—and not ali of them are bad. A small proportion (less than 2 percent)
of deer and horses that receive PZP by dart can suffer from abscesses at the injection site. These are small
(an inch or less across), and heal within a month. Female white-tailed deer, which typically mate in November
and December, can go through repeated breeding cycles (as late as March) when treated with PZP. However,
there is no evidence that this causes any harm to the PZP-treated female deer or to the male deer who might
pursue them, and it does not put them at higher risk of collisions with vehicles. PZP does not extend breeding
cycles in wild horses.

Both deer and wild horses treated with PZP actually show comparable or better body condition than
females who continue to have offspring. In wild horses, at least, this improvement in condition actually leads to
longer lifespans. On Assateague Island, a number of PZP-treated marss have approached or passed 30
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years old, which is about two times the expected lifespan of wild horse mares.

Until about 2008, all animal contraceptives fell under the jurisdiction of the federal Food and Drug
Administration. The HSUS and its collaborators studied PZP under the auspices of an Investigational New
Animal Drug exemption from the FDA. (The INAD is the FDA's mechanism for authorizing and guiding research
directed at moving new drugs through the approval process). However, jurisdiction over most wildlife
contraception has passed to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), which regulates wildlife
contraceptives as "pesticides” under the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act. Although the
legalistic designation of some of our favorite animals as "pests” and a life-extending contraceptive as a
“pesticide” are unfortunate and uncomfortable, this transfer of authority provides wildlife contraceptives with a
more suitable and appropriate federal review process.

In 2012, EPA formally registered the PZP vaccine for use as a contraceptive in wild horses and burros. The
HSUS is currently working to amend the registration to expand its use to white-tailed deer and other wildlife,
which will significantly expand the vaccine’s potential to offer a humane solution to conflicts with wildlife.
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